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What is baptism?
Familiarity with baptism…some familiar, some not C of C, some not familiar
at all…
Take you on a quick tour:
To get us started, consider this:
Most of what we do in life is geared toward our staying dry. We stay above
the surface of things, we prefer to have some level of control. We limit deep
relationships in life because they ask a lot of us. They require vulnerability.
They ask us to take off those outer protective layers and go below the
surface. Baptism is wet. So it looks a little sloppy and at the same time its
also profound, it is something holy.
It is publicly surrendering to a deeper experience of life, immersed in God.
Our first stop on our tour is the baptism of Jesus. Read Matthew 3:
In those days John the Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and
began preaching. His message was, 2 “Repent of your sins and turn
to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.” 3 The prophet Isaiah
was speaking about John when he said,
“He is a voice shouting in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming!
Clear the road for him!’”
4 John’s clothes were woven from coarse camel hair, and he wore a
leather belt around his waist. For food he ate locusts and wild honey.
5 People from Jerusalem and from all of Judea and all over the
Jordan Valley went out to see and hear John. 6 And when they
confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River…
11 “I baptize with water those who repent of their sins and turn to
God. But someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so
much greater that I’m not worthy even to be his slave and carry his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire…
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13 Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized
by John. 14 But John tried to talk him out of it. “I am the one who
needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “so why are you coming to
me?”
15 But Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all that
God requires.” So John agreed to baptize him.
16 After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens
were opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and settling on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my
dearly loved Son, who brings me great joy.”
Recap: John the Baptist comes preaching. ‘Prepare the way’ he says
– come clean, turn around, change, align yourselves with God – God
is about to act and you will want to be ready”.
And people responded in droves…what did they do, they get
Baptised.
Jesus enters this scene - and we, the readers, know He is the one
John has been speaking about - he is God’s Son, fully human, and
fully divine.
He is God with us, living among us, sent to show us the love of God.
And Jesus chooses to get baptised.
And as Jesus rises from the water, we get this snapshot, this
amazing insight into the deep relationship at the heart of Jesus - the
Spirit comes upon him and into him - looking like a dove,
accompanied by a voice from the Father, ‘this is my beloved son,
with whom I am well pleased.’
At this moment we see there’s more to Jesus than meets the eye…we
see this core relationship that’s at the centre of his life. This is who
Jesus belongs to, this is who Jesus is, he belongs in God - loved and
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cherished by the Father, indwelled and empowered by the Holy
Spirit.
This story is close to the beginning of 3 gospels and is loaded with
possibilities - what will happen next…
Over next 3 years of ministering, Jesus absolutely amazes us. He
heals, he teaches, he gets alongside, he forgives, he shakes up the
establishment, he shows us what living beneath the surface looks
like…’who is this that even the waves obey him’, his disciples said.
All along Jesus is inviting people into this core relationship with
father, son, spirit.
It was too much for the authorities, they were threatened by him and
had him killed on a roman cross, but even his death became an
awesome demonstration of the extent and depth of God’s love.
Just when you assumed death had the last word, God raises Jesus
from the dead- God puts a stamp of authenticity on this life lived in
union with him - Jesus is for real. This is real life. Jesus is the way to
real life.
It didn’t stop there, not long after this, the same Spirit we saw
descending on Jesus, now descends on the first Christian
community, at which time they began to do the work of God in the
world just as Jesus had done. Their first act was to baptise 3000
converts on that day. Jesus opened the way for us all to enter into
this relationship with Father, Son and Holy Spirit!
When we decide we want to be a part of Jesus’ movement, this deep
and full life immersed in God, we get baptised:
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Water is a worthy symbol of what we’re doing in baptism for 3
reasons:
1. Water is essential for life, so we immerse ourselves in water to
say ‘we are thirsty for the life that comes from belonging to God
in Christ, this is essential for us.
Baptism is a public expression that our thirst is quenched when
our lives are immersed in relationship with Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. This is whom we are depending on.

2. Water also cleanses, so we go down into it, dying to our old
selves, and being washed clean, we rise to new life in Christ,
partners with God to carry out his good work in the world.
Baptism is a public declaration that God in his grace sets us free
from things that hinder and entrusts us to participate in his work
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of renewing all things. We are partners in God’s work in the
world. We are letting go of old ambitions and things that hold
us back so that we can follow in the way of Jesus. His Spirit
enables us to do things in his strength we didn’t think possible
on our own.

3. Water also speaks to us of unknown depths, so we willingly
plunge into his depths, allowing his currents to take us to
places unforeseen in his wisdom and grace.
Baptism is a public expression that our lives are being engulfed
into something bigger than us. God is not for hire - we cannot
contain or manage God. We must not take charge and try to
make God what we want him to be to suit our pursuits, no
matter how valiant they may be. We don’t have mastery over
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God. He remains shrouded in mystery. He has been at work
well before we arrived on scene.

6

