
What Does the LORD Require of You? 

Fitchburg Nazarene Church 

June 07, 2020 

by 

Rev. Charles W. Pendleton, Jr. 

 

(These are the Pastor’s notes.  He may have said more which is not noted here.  

He could have ignored certain portions of these notes in our actual service.) 

 

 

 

As attacks on Christians continue in 

northern Nigeria, let us pray together for 

our family members there. 

 

 

O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long 

before the killing and suffering in Nigeria 



ends?  How many more of our brothers and 

sisters will lose their lives for the sake of 

Your great name? 

Father, may their witness be vibrant, as a 

lamp set on a hill.  May their lives and 

actions demonstrate Your goodness.  Give 

them hearts for reconciliation and 

forgiveness instead of revenge 

Heal the brokenhearted.  Comfort the 

mourning.  Bind up the wounded.  Be a 

father to the fatherless. 

Let our brothers and sisters know the love of 

Christ that surpasses all knowledge, that 

they may be filled with all the fullness of 

You.  May they be rooted and established in 

Your love. 



Oh Lord, empower those who minister in the 

most difficult areas with new strength. 

Refresh their spirits and fill their cups to 

overflowing.  May the gospel of Your peace 

that they share bring peace to this place of 

turmoil. 

As You are able to soften the hardest of 

hearts, work in the hearts of every Islamist 

leader and fighter in northern Nigeria. 

Impress them with Your love so that they, 

too, will long to know You and serve Your 

Son. 

 

May Your kingdom come in Nigeria.  

Amen. 

 

 



Micah 6:6-8 

6With what shall I come before the Lord 

and bow down before the exalted God? 

Shall I come before him with burnt 

offerings, with calves a year old? 

7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 

rams, 

with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? 

Shall I offer my firstborn for my 

transgression, 

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 

8He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 

And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy 

and to walk humbly with your God. 



PRAYER 

 

 

In these days of COVID-19 we have all 

rendered many prayers to God, our Father. 

As we have watched the aftermath of the 

calloused murder of a man named George 

Floyd, cities have burned, businesses have 

been destroyed, and more lives have been 

taken in the rioting which again, has had us 

rendering many prayers to God, our Father. 

 

Back in late March, the phrase, “I can’t 

breathe,” involved many people who were 

significantly impacted by COVID-19 as 

they were rushed to various hospitals in 



order to be on ventilators because they had 

great difficulty breathing.1 

Prayers, prayers and more prayers. 

 

 

Now in late May, the phrase, “I can’t 

breathe,” has taken on deeper significant 

impact as the knee of a white man in a 

position of power was placed on the neck of 

a black man who was in a position of 

powerlessness, and as a result, his physical 

body succumbed to this devastating 

situation.2 

Prayers, prayers and more prayers. 

 



But what does God think about our 

prayers? 

What does He feel about our petitions? 

 

 

I want us to reflect on God’s words to the 

prophet Micah.  These words were given to 

the people of Israel.  But least we forget, we 

in Christendom, are the branch that was 

grafted in; and it pays to remember Romans 

11:19-21… 

19You will say then, “Branches were broken 

off so that I could be grafted in.”  20Granted. 

But they were broken off because of 

unbelief, and you stand by faith.  Do not be 

arrogant, but tremble.  21For if God did not 



spare the natural branches, he will not 

spare you either. 

 

 

With that said, let’s look at our passage 

together. 

 

 

Micah 6:6 

6With what shall I come before the Lord 

and bow down before the exalted God? 

Shall I come before him with burnt 

offerings, with calves a year old? 

 



In prior verses, we read the Lord’s reproof 

of the people’s ingratitude.  Now they are 

anxiously inquiring how they may appease 

God’s displeasure, and avert his judgments. 

 

 They intimate that they are ready to offer 

any atoning sacrifices to appease Him. 

 

They want to know if God will accept the 

ordinary sacrifices which they had offered 

on other occasions as an atonement for sin?  

 

Then they get a bit over the top in verse 7.   

 

7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 

rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive oil?  



If it were possible to give them?  Would that 

suffice? 

 Their next appeal to the Lord in the second 

half of verse 7, sounds really crazy to you 

and me – “Shall I offer my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of my body for the 

sin of my soul?” 

 

Crazy right?  Well, maybe – maybe not. 

 

Did the Israelites really offer to sacrifice 

their first-born sons to Jehovah in order to 

make atonement for their transgressions?  

 

 



It is well known that the Phoenicians, and 

their descendants the Carthaginians, 

sacrificed their children to Saturn or 

Molech.  It is thought that some of the 

idolatrous Jews had imitated this horrible 

practice.  In Leviticus 18:21 God prohibits 

it, as He does elsewhere.  

21“‘Do not give any of your children to be 

sacrificed to Molech, for you must not 

profane the name of your God.  I am the 

Lord. 

 

So, if that is what they were asking – yes, 

that’s crazy! 

 

But it is also possible that they were talking 

about paying the “redemption price” for 



their first-born son, as a way to atone for 

their sin. 

 

If you can’t remember this idea of a 

“redemption price” for first-born’s, let’s turn 

for just a minute to Numbers 18:15-16.  

This passage is where the Lord tells Aaron 

how it is that the sacrificial system would 

take care of the physical needs of the priests 

and their families. 

Here we read: 

15The first offspring of every womb, both 

human and animal, that is offered to the 

Lord is yours.  But you must redeem every 

firstborn son and every firstborn male of 

unclean animals.  16When they are a month 

old you must redeem them at the redemption 



price set at five shekels of silver, according 

to the sanctuary shekel, which weighs twenty 

gerahs. 

 

The price of a single shekel in today’s value 

– just under $610. 

So, 5 shekels would be over $3,000!! 

 

These two verses give us an exact 

description of the character of hypocrites 

and habitual sinners, who hope to obtain 

God’s favor by performing certain external 

ceremonies; and are willing to purchase 

their own pardon upon any terms, except 

that of reforming their lives. 

 



 

We now have a picture of what it is that 

these Israelites were hoping God would 

accept for the removal of their culpability 

for their sin. 

They were willing to pay anything, as long 

as they didn’t have to quit sinning. 

Micah 6:8 tells us what it is that the Lord 

desires – intimating that all of their ideas for 

sacrifice, were totally unacceptable.  Let’s 

read it again. 

 

Micah 6:8 

8He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  

And what does the Lord require of you?  To 

act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God. 



 

 

Let’s look at these three requisites in 

God’s economy. 

 

 

1st 

To do justly —  

To render to all their dues, to superiors, 

equals, inferiors; to be true and just to all, 

and to oppress none, in their persons, 

property, or reputation; in our dealings 

with others to act according to equity.   

 

What is equity? 

evenhandedness 



fairness 

impartiality 

justice 

 

It is to be as if there were a court going on in 

our hearts as we deal with anyone and 

EVERYONE. 

Our role:  judge. 

Our responsibility:  justice! 

 

 

 

 

2nd 

To love mercy —  



Not to use severity, or exercise malice, envy, 

revenge, enmity, or hatred toward any, but 

to be compassionate, merciful, forgiving, 

kind, and charitable toward all, according to 

our ability.  

This was not only important to Jehovah in 

the Old Testament, but it was equally 

important to His Son, Jesus, in the New 

Testament. 

In speaking to the multitude during the 

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said… 

7Blessed are the merciful, 

for they will be shown mercy. Matt. 5:7 

 

Later on, in talking to His disciples, Jesus 

said… 



Luke 6:32-36 

32“If you love those who love you, what 

credit is that to you?  Even sinners love 

those who love them.  33And if you do good 

to those who are good to you, what credit is 

that to you?  Even sinners do that.  34And if 

you lend to those from whom you expect 

repayment, what credit is that to you?  Even 

sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be 

repaid in full.  35But love your enemies, do 

good to them, and lend to them without 

expecting to get anything back.  Then your 

reward will be great, and you will be 

children of the Most High, because he is 

kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  36Be 

merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” 

 

 



If I have to labor to explain Jesus point 

further, then it’s my opinion you really don’t 

want to know what he meant.  Oh, I agree; 

this is HARD!  But it’s how Jesus lived His 

life, and it is what He expects from you and 

from me. 

 

 

3rd 

To walk humbly with thy God —  

We must humble ourselves before the holy 

and just God; possessing a deep sense of our 

past guilt and present unworthiness. 

We must renounce all high thoughts of 

ourselves, any and all dependence on our 

own righteousness for justification before 



him, - relying solely on his mercy, through 

the Mediator, Christ Jesus.   

 

The word “walk” implies, too, that we 

should keep up constant communion with 

God, by the exercise of a humble, holy, 

loving, and obedient faith, serving the Lord, 

as the apostle says of himself, in all humility 

of mind, and with continual reverence and 

godly fear. 

 

 This is the true spirit of the divine law!  It is 

a truth which the carnal Jews could never 

comprehend:  in vain their lawgiver and 

their prophets taught it upon every occasion.  

 



For their part, they always desired the option 

that their attachment to sacrifices, and 

merely external services provided them. 

 

They clung to their sin while they clung to 

their sacrifices; neglecting the more 

essential duties of man, and the practice of 

the most solid virtues:  justice, kindness, 

compassion, generosity, and virtue.” 

 

 

It has always been Jehovah’s contention that 

there is no forgiveness without repentance, 

and that repentance is only a word, unless 

there is a ceasing to do evil, and a learning 

to do well:  and that this implies the practice 



of every branch of piety and virtue; the 

performance of every duty that we owe: 

to God, 

to our neighbor, 

and to ourselves; 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 

And the very God of peace sanctify you 

wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit 

and soul and body be preserved blameless 

unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

(1 Thessalonians 5:23) 
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