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(These are the Pastor’s notes.  He may have said more which is not noted here.  

He could have ignored certain portions of these notes in our actual service.) 

 

 

I have been pastoring for over seven years 

now.  I know that’s not a long time for an 

old man, but there is one particular Sunday 

which I have never preached on – Memorial 

Day Sunday. 

 

It has been my family’s tradition for almost 

30 years, to go camping in New Hampshire 



on Memorial Day weekend.  So, prepare to 

be my Memorial Day guinea pigs! 

 

 

As I think about the foundations of these 

United States of America, I remember that 

many of our initial pioneers were men and 

women of faith who were looking for the 

freedom to worship as their consciences 

governed them. 

 

Thirty-five of the 102 colonial settlers of 

Plymouth, MA were of the English 

Separatist Church (a radical faction of 

Puritanism).  These Pilgrim Fathers had fled 

to Leiden, the Netherlands at one point to 

escape persecution in England, but 



eventually came to “the New World” to 

freely exercise their ‘reformed’ theology. 

 

Why go there with you this morning? 

The Pilgrims strongly believed that the 

Church of England, and the Catholic 

Church, had strayed beyond Christ's 

teachings, and established religious rituals, 

and church hierarchies, that went against the 

teachings of the Bible. 

 

As they sought to follow Christ’s teaching 

more thoroughly, they found that their 

theology moved into their social thinking. 

The way Jesus lived His life – the things He 

taught about how we were meant to live 

with and for one another, informed their 



thinking, and the thought of social reform 

within the society they lived in. 

 

One of the Psalms speaks to the justice that 

became a cornerstone of Jesus thinking and 

teaching.  I want us to read a few verses of 

that Psalm, to pray, and then to look at what 

Jesus said to His home crowd about why He 

was in the world. 

 

 

Psalm 82:2-4 

2“How long will you defend the unjust 

and show partiality to the wicked? 

3Defend the weak and the fatherless; 



uphold the cause of the poor and the 

oppressed. 

4Rescue the weak and the needy; 

deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

After His temptation in the wilderness, Jesus 

went back to Galilee – back to the town of 

Nazareth where He had grown up. 

 

Luke chapter 4 tells us… 

…on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up 

to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet 



Isaiah was handed to him.  Unrolling it, he 

found the place where it is written: 

 

Luke 4:18-19 

18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me to proclaim 

good news to the poor.  He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 

recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 

oppressed free, 

19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor.”  

 

 

These were the interests of our Lord Jesus 

Christ!  Of course, we do not believe that 



Jesus was establishing so much a political 

state as He was a Spiritual state of mind.  

When asked about taxes, His response was 

to “render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s, 

and to render unto God, what is God’s.” 

 

But there is also no denying that the poor, 

the imprisoned, the blind and the 

oppressed, were His mission. 

 

It was with full knowledge that these goals 

would cost Him His life, that Jesus 

embarked on leading a life which brought 

freedom, healing, and life to humanity – 

most times – one person at a time. 

 



In His own words, we read Jesus words in 

scripture… 

12My command is this:  Love each other as 

I have loved you.  13Greater love has no one 

than this:  to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends. 

 

Again, as a pastor, I am not naïve that Jesus 

called His followers to live as unto God’s 

heavenly kingdom.  But I cannot believe – 

and neither have myriads of heroes of our 

nation; that we should only seek these things 

in a spiritual way.  There is a freedom from 

sin which leads to a peace in our hearts.  But 

there is also a freedom in this world, which 

may be gained by men and women of honor 

– by men and women of courage – by men 

and women who count their lives as to be 



sacrificed for the greater good – that 

freedom may be won! 

 

 

Pilgrims envisioned such a sacrifice and 

striving.  Revolutionary America envisioned 

such a sacrifice and striving, as should win 

these freedoms for the land in which they 

lived and worked, and raised their families. 

 

It was this spirit of self-sacrifice which 

caused 56 delegates to the Second 

Continental Congress to sign our 

Declaration of Independence on August 2, 

1776. 

 



Please listen to the opening paragraph and a 

half of that document, along with its final 

paragraph.  It has been a long time, I 

imagine; since many of us have read it. 

 

When in the Course of human 

events it becomes necessary for one 

people to dissolve the political 

bands which have connected them 

with another and to assume among 

the powers of the earth, the 

separate and equal station to which 

the Laws of Nature and of Nature's 

God entitle them, a decent respect 

to the opinions of mankind requires 

that they should declare the causes 

which impel them to the separation. 

 



We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created 

equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain 

unalienable Rights, that among 

these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness. 

+++++++++++++++++ 

We, therefore, the Representatives 

of the united States of America, in 

General Congress, Assembled, 

appealing to the Supreme Judge of 

the world for the rectitude of our 

intentions, do, in the Name, and by 

Authority of the good People of 

these Colonies, solemnly publish 

and declare, That these united 

Colonies are, and of Right ought to 



be Free and Independent States, 

that they are Absolved from all 

Allegiance to the British Crown, 

and that all political connection 

between them and the State of 

Great Britain, is and ought to be 

totally dissolved; and that as Free 

and Independent States, they have 

full Power to levy War, conclude 

Peace, contract Alliances, establish 

Commerce, and to do all other Acts 

and Things which Independent 

States may of right do. — And for 

the support of this Declaration, 

with a firm reliance on the 

protection of Divine Providence, we 

mutually pledge to each other our 



Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred 

Honor. 

 

 

I love that line in the final paragraph… 

…appealing to the Supreme Judge of the 

world for the rectitude of our intentions… 

 

RECTITUDE 

righteousness  morality  goodness 

correctness  decency 

 

There is a righteousness – a goodness which 

governed the intentions of our forefathers in 

this nation – and it was rooted in their 

fundamental Christian experience. 



They believed the words of Romans 13:1, 

where we read.. 

 

1Let everyone be subject to the 

governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has 

established. The authorities that exist 

have been established by God.  

 

 

This weekend we remember the men and 

women who have won us a freedom to a 

representative government in these United 

States of America. 

 



Our allegiance is always and ever, first and 

foremost; an allegiance to God.  But as He 

has instituted governments for the protection 

and flourishing of humanity; we remember 

that no good thing – good government 

included – comes without sacrifice and 

struggle. 

 

 

Depending on how you read the scriptures, 

many believe that one day the King of Kings 

and Lord of Lords will look at the 

governments of this world, and will judge 

them for abdicating their God given mandate 

to rule in righteousness. 

Until that day, let us celebrate those brave 

and honorable warriors, who have won us 



the measure of freedom that we have in this 

country to freely assemble, to freely 

worship, and to freely elect for ourselves, 

those representatives who would fulfil that 

mandate. 

 

For those of us who are not in public office 

– for those of us who are long past the youth 

of years whereby we might serve our nation 

with vigor – let us remember that we still 

have an obligation as free citizens.  I close 

with this verse, found in Romans 13:8. 

8Let no debt remain outstanding, 

except the continuing debt to love 

one another, for whoever loves 

others has fulfilled the law. 

 



 

PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you 

through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus 

our Lord, according as his divine power has 

given unto us all things that pertain unto life 

and godliness, through the knowledge of 

him that hath called us to glory and virtue.   

(2 Peter 1:2-3) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


