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Psalm 130 

1Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; 

2Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive 

to my cry for mercy. 

3If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, 

Lord, who could stand? 



4But with you there is forgiveness, 

so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 

5I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, 

and in his word, I put my hope. 

6I wait for the Lord 

more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

7Israel, put your hope in the Lord, 

for with the Lord is unfailing love 

and with him is full redemption. 

8He himself will redeem Israel 

from all their sins. 

 

 



Ezekiel 37:1-14 

1The hand of the Lord was on me, and he 

brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and 

set me in the middle of a valley; it was full 

of bones.  2He led me back and forth among 

them, and I saw a great many bones on the 

floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 
3He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones 

live?” 

 

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 

 

4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these 

bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the 

word of the Lord!  5This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says to these bones:  I will 

make breath a enter you, and you will come 



to life.  6I will attach tendons to you and 

make flesh come upon you and cover you 

with skin; I will put breath in you, and you 

will come to life.  Then you will know that I 

am the Lord.’” 

 

7So I prophesied as I was commanded.  And 

as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a 

rattling sound, and the bones came together, 

bone to bone.  8I looked, and tendons and 

flesh appeared on them and skin covered 

them, but there was no breath in them. 

 

9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 

‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 

Come, breath, from the four winds and 



breathe into these slain, that they may 

live.’ ” 10So I prophesied as he commanded 

me, and breath entered them; they came to 

life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 

 

11Then he said to me: “Son of man, these 

bones are the people of Israel.  They say, 

‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is 

gone; we are cut off.’  12Therefore prophesy 

and say to them:  ‘This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says:  My people, I am 

going to open your graves and bring you up 

from them; I will bring you back to the land 

of Israel.  13Then you, my people, will know 

that I am the Lord, when I open your graves 

and bring you up from them. 14I will put my 

Spirit in you and you will live, and I will 

settle you in your own land. Then you will 



know that I the Lord have spoken, and I 

have done it, declares the Lord.’” 

 

PRAYER 

 

My, my; what a picture the Lord has painted 

for Ezekiel – and for us too, I dare say.  The 

Valley of Dry Bones! 

 

Ezekiel lived – rough numbers – 600 years 

before Christ Jesus.  This placed him within 

the Babylonian Dispersion – the same 

dispersion that Daniel was part of. 

 

Ezekiel is viewed as the author of the Book 

of Ezekiel, which reveals prophecies 



regarding the destruction of Jerusalem, the 

restoration to the land of Israel, and what 

some call the Millennial Temple (or Third 

Temple) visions.  1 

 

Ezekiel 3 paints quite the picture of what it 

was that God expected of him as His 

prophet.  Listen to Ezekiel’s job description 

and tell me if it’s a job you’d sign up for. 

 

Ezekiel 3:17-19 

17“Son of man, I have made you a watchman 

for the people of Israel; so, hear the word I 

speak and give them warning from me. 
18When I say to a wicked person, ‘You will 

surely die,’ and you do not warn them or 

speak out to dissuade them from their evil 



ways in order to save their life, that wicked 

person will die for their sin, and I will hold 

you accountable for their blood.   

19But if you do warn the wicked person and 

they do not turn from their wickedness or 

from their evil ways, they will die for their 

sin; but you will have saved yourself. 

 

 

Yup!  One tough job description! 

It is very similar in scope to what the 

Apostle James says to the twelve tribes of 

Israel, scattered among the nations in… 

  

James 5:19-20 



19My brothers and sisters, if one of you 

should wander from the truth and someone 

should bring that person back, 20remember 

this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error 

of their way will save them from death and 

cover over a multitude of sins. 

 

 

But, that’s not our text today – just a little 

background on this prophet of God. 

 

Before I go any further, I want to let you 

know who I think the Lord is talking about 

when He speaks to Ezekiel about these dry 

bones, and those who are being brought to 

life from these dry bones. 

 



It is my contention that He is speaking both 

about the nation of Israel, as a whole; and 

also, about every person who moves from 

death, to life in Christ Jesus.  Listen to Jesus 

speak to this very thing in John’s Gospel 

Chapter 5. 

24“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my 

word and believes him who sent me has 

eternal life and will not be judged but has 

crossed over from death to life.  25Very truly 

I tell you, a time is coming and has now 

come when the dead will hear the voice of 

the Son of God and those who hear will live. 
26For as the Father has life in himself, so he 

has granted the Son also to have life in 

himself.  27And he has given him authority 

to judge because he is the Son of Man. 

 



28“Do not be amazed at this, for a time is 

coming when all who are in their graves will 

hear his voice 29and come out—those who 

have done what is good will rise to live, and 

those who have done what is evil will rise to 

be condemned. 

 

This is very much a picture of what Ezekiel 

is being told and shown.  Of course, Ezekiel 

would not have seen all this at his point of 

time in history – on his side of the cross.  To 

Ezekiel, this was all about his people – the 

Israelites – rising from their spiritually dead 

state, into a state of being alive with God!   

 



In his vision, Ezekiel is shown the power of 

God to do what none of Abraham’s children 

thought was ever going to be possible again. 

To pull them back from where they could 

never see themselves coming back from: 

If only Ezekiel could bring the exiles back to 

believing that Israel had a future, that 

although now dead, it could be raised from 

the dead, and that the spiritual meaning of 

their life could be given back to them in the 

form of hope, and faith in God would be 

possible. 2 

 

In Israel, before King Nebuchadnezzar 

drove them out of their land, Israel had 

fallen into pagan worship.  Living in 



Babylon only deepened the spiritual 

depravity of most of them. 

 

 

The parallel to our own sinfulness is 

amazing.  Before we came to Christ Jesus, 

we were those dry bones.  I can only suspect 

about you, but no one looked at me 25 years 

ago and said – Yup!  He’s going to be full of 

spiritual light, and life, and vitality!  And 

believe me – that NO ONE included me! 

 

Some of you can say the same thing.  Some 

of you have my same testimony – the 

testimony of 1 Corinthians 6:9-11. 

9Do you not know that the unrighteous will 

not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be 



deceived.  Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 

nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 

sodomites, 10nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 

drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will 

inherit the kingdom of God.  11And such 

were some of you.  But you were washed, 

but you were sanctified, but you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 

and by the Spirit of our God. 

 

 

Ezekiel was given his marching orders in 

verse 4 when the sovereign Lord said, 

4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these 

bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the 

word of the Lord! 

 



That’s right; Ezekiel’s job was to speak to 

the dry bones, and tell them to listen to the 

word of the Lord! 

That’s what a preacher often feels like they 

are doing when they speak – speaking to dry 

bones – bones VERY EVIDENTLY 

uncapable of becoming anything else except 

for what they are – DRY BONES! 

 

 

What intrigues me in this story is the process 

of what the Lord tells Ezekiel is going to 

happen. 

 

1st – Ezekiel is going to look at the dry 

bones. 



Vs. 2 

2He led me back and forth among them, and 

I saw a great many bones on the floor of the 

valley, bones that were very dry. 

 

Ezekiel saw the dry bones – he walked 

among them!  Have you ever picked up a 

dry bone from a walk out in the woods or 

fields?  Ever imagine those bones growing 

sinew, and flesh and skin?  Me neither! 

 

Kinda like when people looked at me 25 

years ago – or maybe you, at some point. 

 

 

 



2nd – Ezekiel has a job to do. 

 

Ezekiel has to speak to the dry bones. 

Now, I don’t know about the dry bones in 

his desert, but I’ve got to tell you, many of 

the dry bones that I speak to, look at me 

with the blank look of a…  well, a…. well, 

like dry bones! 

 

And even though Ezekiel lived among a 

people who had long ago quit even thinking 

about the God of their ancestors, he had a 

divinely appointed task to fulfil.  As has 

already been stated from Chapter 3 – 

Ezekiel’s job had some sobering realities if 

he neglected to call dry bones – dry bones! 

 



Sinners don’t like being told, “Hey!  You’re 

nothing but dried up old bones!”  That’s 

why many of us shut up when we’re around 

sinners – we know they don’t want to hear 

it! 

 

 

3rd – Ezekiel actually got to see the words 

of God’s prophecy come to fruition before 

his very eyes! 

 

There are two awesome parts to what 

happened next, and quite frankly, they are 

the very crux of our Wesleyan foundations.  

Let me see if I can help you understand what 

I mean. 

 



When the bones began to rattle (vs. 7), 

Ezekiel saw bone coming together, bone to 

bone.  He looked, and tendons and flesh 

appeared on them and skin covered them, 

but there was no breath in them. 

 

WOW! 

To me, that is a very rich picture of what we 

see this side of the cross of Calvary. 

The rattling bones – (vs. 7) 

The prevenient grace of the Holy Spirit 

making the connections for the sinner; 

connecting the reality of their sin, to the 

remedy of their Savior. 

 

 



Tendons and flesh, and skin covering 

them – (vs. 8) 

The forgiveness of grace through Christ 

Jesus as we know if from Ephesians 2:8-10, 

 8For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by 

works, so that no one can boast. 10For we 

are God’s handiwork, 

 

And yet, as followers of Jesus Christ, who 

have been saved by grace – there still is 

something that we desperately need if we 

are ever going to do this thing called “life in 

Christ” right.  We need the infilling of the 

Holy Spirit, for power, and life! 

 



Remember what verse 8 told us… 

8I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on 

them and skin covered them, but there was 

no breath in them. 

 

…but there was no breath in them. 

 

Praise his name!  God has a remedy for that 

too! 

Verses 9 & 10 tell us the problem (and the 

cure) that the believer still has once they 

have moved from being… 

Dry Bones to … bodies covered with 

tendons and flesh and skin 

 



9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 

breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 

‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 

Come, breath, from the four winds and 

breathe into these slain, that they may 

live.’”  

 

Even though there is tendon, flesh, and skin 

on the dry bones; they still lack the infilling 

– the breath. 

 

Three words in Hebrew all hold the same 

meaning:  Breath, wind, and spirit. 

 

As the four winds come together here and 

breath upon “the slain,” they come to life, to 

vibrancy, to vitality!! 



 

But notice that even here, Ezekiel is given 

the command to speak, and so speak, he 

must. 

10So I prophesied as he commanded me, and 

breath entered them; they came to life and 

stood up on their feet—a vast army. 

 

 

Church, at this time of Lent, when as the 

Church of Jesus Christ, we have historically 

called ourselves to fast and pray, and to seek 

the Lord, and to do good deeds (alms) to 

those in need… we have done it as a 

reminder that there is a propensity that if we 

are not in motion towards the Father, then 

we are adrift away from the Father. 



 

Once a body comes to life, there is the work 

of living to do. 

Within the body of Christ, we were given 

our marching orders two millennia ago.  

They are the same orders today, as they 

were when Jesus handed these words over to 

the eleven disciples. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 

18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. 19Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. 



And surely, I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.” 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

Two readings: 

John 11:21-36 

and 

Romans 8:6-11 

6The mind governed by the flesh is death, 

but the mind governed by the Spirit is life 



and peace.  7The mind governed by the flesh 

is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s 

law, nor can it do so.  8Those who are in the 

realm of the flesh cannot please God. 

 

9You, however, are not in the realm of the 

flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if 

indeed the Spirit of God lives in you.  And if 

anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 

they do not belong to Christ.  10But if Christ 

is in you, then even though your body is 

subject to death because of sin, the Spirit 

gives life because of righteousness.  11And if 

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 

dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 

from the dead will also give life to your 

mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives 

in you. 



 

 

 

 

John 11:21-36 

21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died. 
22But I know that even now God will give 

you whatever you ask.” 

23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 

again.” 

24Martha answered, “I know he will rise 

again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 

and the life.  The one who believes in me 

will live, even though they die; 26and 



whoever lives by believing in me will never 

die.  Do you believe this?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ezekiel 

2. Ibid. 
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