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Psalm 23 

1The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

2He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 3he 

refreshes my soul.  He guides me along the 

right paths for his name’s sake. 

4Even though I walk through the darkest 

valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with 



me; your rod and your staff, they comfort 

me. 

5You prepare a table before me in the 

presence of my enemies.  You anoint my 

head with oil; my cup overflows. 

6Surely your goodness and love will follow 

me all the days of my life, and I will dwell 

in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

 

Pastoral PRAYER 

 

 

 

John 10:1-10 



1“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone 

who does not enter the sheep pen by the 

gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a 

thief and a robber.  2The one who enters by 

the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  3The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 

sheep listen to his voice.  He calls his own 

sheep by name and leads them out.  4When 

he has brought out all his own, he goes on 

ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 

because they know his voice.  5But they will 

never follow a stranger; in fact, they will 

run away from him because they do not 

recognize a stranger’s voice.”  6Jesus used 

this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did 

not understand what he was telling them. 

7Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I 

tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  8All 



who have come before me are thieves and 

robbers, but the sheep have not listened to 

them. 9I am the gate; whoever enters 

through me will be saved.  They will come 

in and go out, and find pasture.  10The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 

have come that they may have life, and 

have it to the full. 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

Dwight L. Moody told the story of a man 

he’d heard of who desired to go to heaven. 

I heard of a man some time ago who 

was going to get into heaven in his 

own way.  He did not believe in the 



Bible or the love of God, but was 

going to get in on account of his good 

deeds.  He was very liberal, gave a 

great deal of money, and he thought 

the more he gave the better it would 

be for him in the other world. 

 

Dr. Moody goes on to tell the story of how 

the man eventually realized that he needed 

another plan if he was ever going to actually 

get to heaven. 

 

 

What is surprising to me, is that there are a 

great many people today who feel the same 

way about this issue of heaven.  I don’t 

know exactly where they even get the idea 



of there being a “heaven to gain” if they 

don’t believe in the Bible, or in God or 

Jesus.   

And yet, there are many people in our world 

today who – while they have no overt 

religious life - have this same way of 

looking their lot (or plot) after death. 

 

 

 

I have asked two question many times over 

to people, “Where do you think you’re 

going when you die?”   

And for those who answer “Heaven,” I ask, 

“Why do you think you are going to heaven 

when you die?”   



You already know the answer I get more 

than any other, don’t you – “Because I’m a 

good person.” 

 

 

People are going to believe (or not believe) 

what they are going to believe.  If you ask 

someone about why they believe there is a 

heaven, they will “get religious” on you.  

God is Love.  God loves everybody.  And 

then of course, back to, I’m a good person. 

 

The problem with a culture that is 

increasingly non-religious, is that there often 

remains in the corporate thinking, all the 

“feel-good” aspects of a historically 

‘religious’ culture – the promise of Heaven –  



while at the same time, it’s easy dropping 

(or discounting) the relational aspect of such 

a promise. 

Hence – Heaven, without the necessity of a 

Savior.  After all; aren’t we all “good 

enough” on our own. 

 

 

The metaphors that Jesus uses of sheep, 

shepherds, gates, and sheep pen, are all used 

by Him to portray the interrelation between 

the Great I Am and an individual believer.   

I’d like us to look at the individual 

components as they relate to our relationship 

in the Body of Christ. 

 



The Sheep Pen 

I address this first because it is foundational 

to the whole concept of heaven – and our 

discussion thus far. 

 

In this metaphor the sheep pen is that place 

of safety, that place where the sheep are 

sheltered within walls and gates, with gate 

keepers and (i.e. security guards). 

 

Just four chapters later (John 14) we hear 

Jesus speaking “comfort” to His disciples. 

1“Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You 

believe in God; believe also in me.  2My 

Father’s house has many rooms; if that 

were not so, would I have told you that I 

am going there to prepare a place for you? 



3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 

will come back and take you to be with me 

that you also may be where I am.  

 

This is Jesus’ promise of Heaven to His 

disciples; a place He personally has prepared 

for them.  It is also the place that so many 

people in this world, claim to be headed for 

when they die. 

 

 Clearly, the average Joe’s criteria for entry 

into Heaven – “I’m a good person.” –  are 

not the same criteria which Jesus describes 

in our text.   

 

 



 

The Gate 

Not only when speaking about the “thieves 

and robbers” (vs. 8), but the sheep too, must 

“come in and go out” (vs. 9) through the 

gate. 

Vs. 7 – “7Therefore Jesus said again, “Very 

truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep.”  “… whoever enters through me 

will be saved” (vs. 9). 

 

Believing Jesus is one with the “I am” we 

believe His other “I am” statements, as well.  

Specifically, as we deal with Heaven (the 

Father’s house) and the way (gate) into it, 

we can turn back to our John 14 passage. 



“6Jesus answered, “I am the way and the 

truth and the life.  No one comes to the 

Father except through me.  7If you really 

know me; you will know my Father as well. 

From now on, you do know him and have 

seen him.” 

 

Those who would question Jesus being the I 

am, need only move a few verses beyond to 

where Philip asks Jesus to show them (the 

disciples) the Father. 

9Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, 

Philip, even after I have been among you 

such a long time?  Anyone who has seen 

me has seen the Father.  How can you say, 

‘Show us the Father’?  10Don’t you believe 

that I am in the Father, and that the 

Father is in me?  The words I say to you I 



do not speak on my own authority.  Rather, 

it is the Father, living in me, who is doing 

his work. 

 

In verse 30 of John 10, Jesus responds to the 

Jew in the temple courts when they say to 

him, “How long will you keep us in 

suspense?  If you are the Messiah, tell us 

plainly.” 

His response:  “I and the Father are one.” 

You don’t get any more “I am” than that! 

 

As we already looked at it, in verse 7 Jesus 

tells the unbelieving Pharisees, “Very truly I 

tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.” 

 



So, Jesus is the gate!  

 

 

 

The Gate Keeper 

 

The gatekeeper opens the door for the 

shepherd.  You may have to stretch with me 

a bit here, but the gatekeeper is the Holy 

Spirit.   

He not only opens the gate to Jesus (the 

“good shepherd (vs.’s 11 & 14) to let him 

into the sheep pen – the place of safety – 

but, as Wesleyans, we also believe that this 

precious gatekeeper has been at work 

(preveniently) within each sinner’s heart. 



The gatekeeper has been wooing the sinner 

towards an intersection with Jesus – the 

good shepherd.  At the right time, the 

shepherd calls out his sheep by name, and as 

verse 4 informs us, he leads them out. 

 

In Verse 9, Jesus says again, 

“9I am the gate; whoever enters through 

me will be saved.  They will come in and go 

out, and find pasture.” 

 

 

Sometimes Jesus leads out of the sheep pen 

for pasture & purpose; but first, out of the 

shackles of sin and into His marvelous light.  

1 Peter 2:9-10 says it this way… 



9But you are a chosen people, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

God’s special possession, that you 

may declare the praises of him 

who called you out of darkness 

into his wonderful light. 10Once 

you were not a people, but now 

you are the people of God; once 

you had not received mercy, but 

now you have received mercy. 

 

 

“Now you are the people of God.” 

That is just a beautiful thought – we are now 

God’s people… His peeps… His Family. 

 



One of the most important jobs of this 

gatekeeper is to help the sheep learn to hear 

the voice of the shepherd.   

 

Before the calling – before salvation; it was 

the working behind the scenes – the working 

of the Spirit in bringing us to Christ Jesus – 

His prevenient grace, at work.   

Then, when the shepherd “called our name,” 

we recognized it, and began to follow Him. 

 

 

But don’t think for one second that this 

makes the “thief or the robber” happy.  No, 

they want to sneak into the sheep pen to 

carry off sheep.  The sheep won’t follow 



them of their own accord, for they know the 

sound of their good shepherd’s voice. 

But that won’t stop the thief from trying. 

 

 

 

The Shepherd 

Some verses about the shepherd.  

 

11“I am the good shepherd.  The good 

shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

 

14“I am the good shepherd; I know my 

sheep and my sheep know me— 15just as 

the Father knows me and I know the 

Father—and I lay down my life for the 



sheep.  16I have other sheep that are not of 

this sheep pen.  I must bring them also. 

They too will listen to my voice, and there 

shall be one flock and one shepherd. 

 

 

Listen to the language Jesus uses in calling 

Himself the good shepherd. 

He: 

• Lays down His life for the sheep 

• Knows His sheep & they know Him 

• Has sheep that listen to His voice 

• Has other sheep in other sheep pens 

 

 



We can have a poor picture of Christ Jesus 

(the good shepherd) in relation to His sheep.  

That is not necessarily our fault, but we do 

need to address it. 

 

In modern stock raising in the West, there is 

nothing of that personal knowledge and 

attachment which bound together an 

Oriental shepherd and his flock.  The 

paradigm of sheep herding has changed.  We 

think sheep & cattle roaming the vast 

prairies.  The Oriental shepherd lived with 

the sheep – he knew them by name.  It is 

what allowed Jesus to use the parable of the 

lost sheep – the 1 out of 100. 

The shepherd knew which sheep was lost.  

He knew it’s proclivities, and was able to 



use that to find his lost sheep.  One sheep 

was important! 

 

It should affirm you that it is not the 

West’s way of sheep herding that Jesus 

was referencing.   

It is easy for us today to suppose that we get 

lost in the crowd of Jesus flock.  But we 

have been called by name by OUR 

shepherd. 

He knows the number of hairs on our head. 

 

He sought us individually, and He deals with 

and loves us individually.  Our faces do not 

fade from His memory just because He has 

many brothers and sisters. 



One last thing that I want to mention before 

we end this morning.  I understand that our 

jumping off point today was John 10:1-10.  

But it has been good to extend our view of 

His great love for us by listening to Jesus 

talk about ‘His sheep’ a little later on in the 

chapter. 

 

 

In verses 25 – 29, Jesus talks to the Jews in 

the temple about His sheep, and His Father. 

25Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do 

not believe.  The works I do in my Father’s 

name testify about me, 26but you do not 

believe because you are not my sheep.  
27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, 

and they follow me.  28I give them eternal 



life, and they shall never perish; no one 

will snatch them out of my hand.  29My 

Father, who has given them to me, is 

greater than all; no one can snatch them 

out of my Father’s hand.  30I and the 

Father are one.” 

 

Wow! 

28I give them eternal life, and they shall 

never perish; no one will snatch them out 

of my hand.   

 

Here is the crux of the argument.  Do I get to 

heaven based on how good of a person I am, 

or on the saving grace extended to me in the 

blood of Christ Jesus?  Blood, shed for me. 

 



 

Hopefully we didn’t miss the truth of verse 

16 when we read it. 

“16I have other sheep that are not of this 

sheep pen.  I must bring them also.  They 

too will listen to my voice, and there shall 

be one flock and one shepherd.” 

 

Church of Jesus Christ – here is where the 

body of Christ comes in.  Jesus must bring 

the rest of His sheep into the flock; and He 

has commissioned His followers to assist the 

Holy Spirit in reaching the least, the last, 

and the lost – you know – people just like 

you and me. 

 



Earlier we read that Jesus leads His sheep 

out to pasture – and we pasture.  We are fed 

well!  We have Bible studies, and sermons, 

and Christian music to fill and feed our 

souls. 

 

 

But sometimes – as I earlier intimated – He 

calls us out to purpose.  We can agree with 

the Apostle Paul in this final scripture…  

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

16So from now on we regard no one from a 

worldly point of view. Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 

longer.  17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 

the new creation has come:  The old has 

gone, the new is here! 18All this is from 



God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling 

the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting people’s sins against them. And 

he has committed to us the message of 

reconciliation.  

20We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 

though God were making his appeal through 

us.  

We implore you on Christ’s behalf:  Be 

reconciled to God.  21God made him who 

had no sin to be sin b for us, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

 

 



PRAYER 

 

BENEDICTION 

20Now may the God of peace, who through 

the blood of the eternal covenant brought 

back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that 

great Shepherd of the sheep, 21equip you 

with everything good for doing his will, 

and may he work in us what is pleasing to 

him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 

glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

(Hebrews 13:20-21) 

 

 

 

 

http://biblehub.com/hebrews/13-20.htm
http://biblehub.com/hebrews/13-21.htm


Today’s last two Lectionary Readings 

 

Acts 2:42-47 

42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer.  43Everyone was 

filled with awe at the many wonders and 

signs performed by the apostles.  44All the 

believers were together and had everything 

in common.  45They sold property and 

possessions to give to anyone who had need. 
46Every day they continued to meet together 

in the temple courts.  They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying 

the favor of all the people.  And the Lord 

added to their number daily those who were 

being saved. 



 

 

 

1 Peter 2:19-25 

19For it is commendable if someone bears up 

under the pain of unjust suffering because 

they are conscious of God.  20But how is it 

to your credit if you receive a beating for 

doing wrong and endure it?  But if you 

suffer for doing good and you endure it, this 

is commendable before God.  21To this you 

were called, because Christ suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, that you should 

follow in his steps. 

22“He committed no sin, and no deceit was 

found in his mouth.” 



23When they hurled their insults at him, he 

did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made 

no threats.  Instead, he entrusted himself to 

him who judges justly.  24“He himself bore 

our sins” in his body on the cross, so that 

we might die to sins and live for 

righteousness; “by his wounds you have 

been healed.” 25For “you were like sheep 

going astray,” but now you have returned to 

the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 


