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Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, 

raised his voice and addressed the crowd: 

22“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of 

Nazareth was a man accredited by God to 

you by miracles, wonders and signs, which 

God did among you through him, as you 

yourselves know.  23This man was handed 



over to you by God’s deliberate plan and 

foreknowledge; and you, with the help of 

wicked men, put him to death by nailing him 

to the cross.  24But God raised him from the 

dead, freeing him from the agony of death, 

because it was impossible for death to keep 

its hold on him.  25David said about him: 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me.  

Because he is at my right hand, I will not be 

shaken. 

26Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue 

rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, 

27because you will not abandon me to the 

realm of the dead, you will not let your holy 

one see decay. 



28You have made known to me the paths of 

life; you will fill me with joy in your 

presence.’ 

29“Fellow Israelites, I can tell you 

confidently that the patriarch David died 

and was buried, and his tomb is here to this 

day.  30But he was a prophet and knew that 

God had promised him on oath that he 

would place one of his descendants on his 

throne.  31Seeing what was to come, he 

spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, 

that he was not abandoned to the realm of 

the dead, nor did his body see decay.  32God 

has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 

witnesses of it.” 

 

PRAYER 



 

 

John 20:19-31 

19On the evening of that first day of the 

week, when the disciples were together, with 

the doors locked for fear of the Jewish 

leaders, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you!”  20After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and 

side.  The disciples were overjoyed when 

they saw the Lord. 

21Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As 

the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 
22And with that he breathed on them and 

said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  23If you 

forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are 



forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they 

are not forgiven.” 

24Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), 

one of the Twelve, was not with the 

disciples when Jesus came.  25So the other 

disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail 

marks in his hands and put my finger where 

the nails were, and put my hand into his 

side, I will not believe.” 

26A week later his disciples were in the 

house again, and Thomas was with them. 

Though the doors were locked, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you!”  27Then he said to Thomas, “Put 

your finger here; see my hands.  Reach out 



your hand and put it into my side.  Stop 

doubting and believe.” 

28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 

29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have 

seen me, you have believed; blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” 

30Jesus performed many other signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not 

recorded in this book.  31But these are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 

 

PRAYER 

 



Poor Thomas – always gets a bad rap, 

doesn’t he?  Like the rest of us take the piety 

prize or something!   

Seriously, look at the rest of the disciples 

before Jesus came into that locked house on 

the evening of that first Easter Sunday – the 

day He rose from the grave. 

 

Verse 1 of Chapter 20 states that it was  

“1Early on the first day of the week, while it 

was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been 

removed from the entrance.”  Before we 

start lauding Mary as “the one with great 

faith,” let us remember her words for Peter 

& John. 



 “2So she came running to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and 

said, “They have taken the Lord out of the 

tomb, and we don’t know where they have 

put him!”   (John 20:2) 

 

His body is gone, and we don’t .. know.. 

where.. they.. put…him.  Not exactly a 

declaration of faith in the resurrection! 

 

 

Peter and John go running to the empty 

tomb, but it is only said of John (by John, by 

the way) that “He saw and believed.”  (vs. 9) 

There’s no indication that Peter “saw and 

believed.”  After all, “they still didn’t 

understand from scripture that the Messiah 



had to rise from the dead.  In fact, I sincerely 

wonder if that wasn’t the very matter of 

topic before Jesus entered that room that 

first Easter evening. 

Where Peter & John going back and forth as 

to whether or not they believed Jesus’ body 

being gone was a sign of His resurrection, or 

did Peter fear that someone had taken His 

body away for some nefarious reason.   

 

Clearly, from our text this morning we see 

that “the disciples were together, with the 

doors locked for fear of the Jewish 

leaders…” (vs. 19) 

 

Were they sequestered there arguing about 

this?  Why, when Mary came in to the 



disciples with the news that Jesus had risen 

AND had spoken to her, do we have to read 

of the disciples in Luke’s account, “11But 

they did not believe the women, because 

their words seemed to them like nonsense.” 

(Lk. 24:11) 

 

 

What of the two disciples who unknowingly 

walked with Jesus on the road to Emmaus?  

They too, supposed Jesus dead – His body 

stolen.  Jesus had to explain to them, what 

Moses and all the Prophets had meant when 

they spoke about the Messiah and all He 

would do.  Even then, they didn’t recognize 

Jesus until He broke bread with them while 

that first Easter day was almost over. 



 

Why then, after Jesus disappeared from their 

sight, and the two of them quickly returned 

to the other disciples in Jerusalem, do we 

read in Mark 16:13, “13These returned and 

reported it to the rest; but they did not 

believe them either.” 

 

 

They didn’t believe them either! 

The disciples didn’t believe the women – 

they thought they’d seen a ghost; probably 

just like they thought they were seeing a 

ghost when Jesus came walking to them on 

the water in the midst of the storm on the 

Sea of Galilee.   

 



But at some level, we need to give the 

disciples a break.  As verse 9 makes clear, 

“9(They still did not understand from 

Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the 

dead.) 

 

 

But we pick on Thomas, because he’s an 

easy target in the narrative of John.  I’m not 

blaming John either, mind you.  I’m just 

saying, Thomas gets a bad rap! 

 

 

Look at Mark 16 again with me for a 

second.  By the time we get to Jesus entering 

their midst for the first time, Jesus has 

spoken with Mary, walked with two 



disciples to Emmaus (and then back again 

by Himself).  All day long the question has 

been – you even have to wonder if the 

disciples doubting the women left the 

women themselves wondering if they’d seen 

an apparition. 

 

 

While I’m trying to make a case for poor 

“Doubting Thomas” – there’s a moniker 

that has stood the test of time – What does 

Jesus say when he comes into their midst on 

that first Easter evening?  Vs.14 

14Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they 

were eating; he rebuked them for their lack 

of faith and their stubborn refusal to 



believe those who had seen him after he had 

risen. 

 

 

But we pick on Thomas! 

As we’ve already read, John relates Jesus 

words to Thomas for all posterity to hear.   

 

27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 

here; see my hands.  Reach out your hand 

and put it into my side.  Stop doubting 

and believe.” 

28Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 

 



29Then Jesus told him, “Because you have 

seen me, you have believed; blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” 

 

 

Here is my take on it all.  Not one of Jesus 

disciples – including the women – woke up 

that Easter Sunday morning, and expected to 

see Jesus.  The women hoped to further 

prepare His body for internment, but they 

never hoped to see Him walking and 

talking and eating with them again! 

 

The men were hiding out from the 

authorities in case they weren’t satisfied 

with one crucifixion from their group. 



The words Jesus spoke to Thomas, He may 

have also spoken to the others when He 

walked into their locked house.  No, we 

don’t see it in John’s gospel, but we do see 

the gist of it in Mark’s gospel.  Let me read 

it again. 

14Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they 

were eating; he rebuked them for their lack 

of faith and their stubborn refusal to 

believe those who had seen him after he had 

risen. 

 

 

I think that what Jesus said to Thomas, He 

was speaking to you and to me; to all of 

those who would later come to faith in Jesus 



Christ as the only begotten Son of God, who 

came to take away the sins of the world. 

Why? 

Because each of us has to come to that 

LEAP OF FAITH that Jesus was talking 

about when He told Thomas, “Because you 

have seen me, you have believed; blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” 

 

 

The Apostle Paul writes to the Ephesian 

believers, these words.  

2:8For it is by grace you have been saved, 

through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by 

works, so that no one can boast. 



We must thank the Lord for sending us the 

promised Holy Spirit.  Look at what this 

verse tells us about our saving faith. 

this is not from yourselves, 

it is the gift of God 

 

The faith we exhibit which allows us to say 

prayers of profession and confession is a gift 

that God gives us, SO THAT we can find 

our way to Him. 

 

 

As we think about our mission as Christ’s 

ambassadors, let us remember that the focus 

of our prayers for people should be upon the 

Holy Spirit gifting them with the faith to 



believe that Jesus Christ is the only begotten 

Son of God, who lived a perfect life before 

God and man, that He suffered and died to 

purchase our salvation, that He was 

resurrected in power as surety of our 

standing before God as “righteous” – having 

the righteousness of Christ – and faith to 

believe “that he who began a good work in 

you will carry it on to completion until the 

day of Christ Jesus.”   (Phil. 1:6) 

 

 

Church, you never had faith that exceeded 

that of the unbelieving disciples.  YOU 

NEVER DID. 



In His mercy, Christ has sewn a measure of 

saving faith into the fabric of every 

believer’s life. 

Jesus Christ is to be praised! 

 

Give Thomas a break, he never was the one 

we were supposed to look to for answers, 

unless it is the answer of our own doubts 

and fears. 

 

 

Let me finish with a reading from 

Revelation 5:6-14. 

6Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had 

been slain, standing at the center of the 

throne, encircled by the four living creatures 



and the elders.  The Lamb had seven horns 

and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits a 

of God sent out into all the earth.  7He went 

and took the scroll from the right hand of 

him who sat on the throne.  8And when he 

had taken it, the four living creatures and the 

twenty-four elders fell down before the 

Lamb.  Each one had a harp and they were 

holding golden bowls full of incense, which 

are the prayers of God’s people.  9And they 

sang a new song, saying: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll and to 

open its seals, because you were slain, and 

with your blood you purchased for God 

persons from every tribe and language and 

people and nation. 



10You have made them to be a kingdom and 

priests to serve our God, and they will reign 

on the earth.” 

 

11Then I looked and heard the voice of many 

angels, numbering thousands upon 

thousands, and ten thousand times ten 

thousand.  They encircled the throne and the 

living creatures and the elders.  12In a loud 

voice they were saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to 

receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

strength and honor and glory and praise!” 

 

13Then I heard every creature in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth and on the sea, 

and all that is in them, saying: 



“To him who sits on the throne and to the 

Lamb be praise and honor and glory and 

power, for ever and ever!” 

 

14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” 

and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

 

Extra readings for today from the Common 

English Lectionary. 

 



Psalm 16 

1Keep me safe, my God, 

for in you I take refuge. 

2I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 

apart from you I have no good thing.” 

3I say of the holy people who are in the land, 

“They are the noble ones in whom is all my 

delight.” 

4Those who run after other gods will suffer 

more and more. 

I will not pour out libations of blood to such 

gods or take up their names on my lips. 

5Lord, you alone are my portion and my 

cup; you make my lot secure. 



6The boundary lines have fallen for me in 

pleasant places; surely, I have a delightful 

inheritance. 

7I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; 

even at night my heart instructs me. 

8I keep my eyes always on the Lord.  With 

him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 

9Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue 

rejoices; my body also will rest secure, 

10because you will not abandon me to the 

realm of the dead, nor will you let your 

faithful one see decay. 

11You make known to me the path of life; 

you will fill me with joy in your presence, 

with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

 



 

1 Peter 1:3-9 

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead, 4and into an inheritance that can 

never perish, spoil or fade.  This inheritance 

is kept in heaven for you, 5who through faith 

are shielded by God’s power until the 

coming of the salvation that is ready to be 

revealed in the last time.  6In all this you 

greatly rejoice, though now for a little while 

you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds 

of trials.  7These have come so that the 

proven genuineness of your faith—of 

greater worth than gold, which perishes even 

though refined by fire—may result in praise, 



glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed.  8Though you have not seen him, 

you love him; and even though you do not 

see him now, you believe in him and are 

filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 
9for you are receiving the end result of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


