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(These are the Pastor’s notes.  He may have said more which is not noted here.  
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Good morning.  As we begin our time of 

worship together this morning, I’d like to 

start by having Judy read us a familiar 

portion of scripture for Palm Sunday’s.   

 

Matthew 21:1-11 

1As they approached Jerusalem and came to 

Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-2.htm


the village ahead of you, and at once you 

will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by 

her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  3If 

anyone says anything to you, say that the 

Lord needs them, and he will send them 

right away.” 

4This took place to fulfill what was spoken 

through the prophet: 

5“Say to Daughter Zion, 

‘See, your king comes to you, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” Zech. 9:9 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had 

instructed them.  7They brought the donkey 

and the colt and placed their cloaks on them 

for Jesus to sit on.  8A very large crowd 

spread their cloaks on the road, while others 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/niv/matthew/21.htm#footnotes
http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-8.htm


cut branches from the trees and spread them 

on the road.  9The crowds that went ahead of 

him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

10When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole 

city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 

11The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the 

prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/21-11.htm


As I stated back in the middle of February, it 

has been my intention to use the English 

Common Lectionary to inform my sermon 

series, this Lenten season. 

 

Our passage this morning is connected to the 

Passion Week more than Palm Sunday itself, 

but I’m sure the Lord will use this passage 

to the honor and glory of His name, and for 

our growth in Christ Jesus.  In some 

measure, I think our Isaiah passage this 

morning is appropriate for us as God’s 

followers, living in trying times of COVID-

19. 

 

 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 



4The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-

instructed tongue, to know the word that 

sustains the weary. 

He wakens me morning by morning, wakens 

my ear to listen like one being instructed. 

5The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears; I 

have not been rebellious; I have not turned 

away. 

6I offered my back to those who beat me, my 

cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I 

did not hide my face from mocking and 

spitting. 

7Because the Sovereign Lord helps me; I 

will not be disgraced.  Therefore, have I set 

my face like flint, and I know I will not be 

put to shame. 



8He who vindicates me is near.  Who then 

will bring charges against me? 

Let us face each other!  Who is my accuser? 

Let him confront me! 

9It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me. 

Who will condemn me? 

 

 

PRAYER  

 

I really miss being with you in person.  

Especially when I’m getting ready to ask 

you a question, like now, because no matter 

how long I listen, I won’t hear your 

responses.  So, here’s the question:  “Did 



you notice an important word that was used 

repeatedly in our text?” 

 

It was the word “Sovereign.” 

The Oxford Dictionary defines ‘sovereign’ 

as, “a supreme ruler, especially a 

monarch.”  

 

Merriam-Webster defines ‘sovereign’ as,  

a. One possessing or thought to possess 

supreme political power 

b. One that exercises supreme authority 

within a limited sphere 

 

Of course, neither of those dictionary’s look 

at sovereignty as it relates to God.  If we 



look at biblical reference books, we find a 

definition more in line with what Isaiah was 

talking about. 

Easton's Bible Dictionary defines God's 

Sovereignty as His "absolute right to do all 

things according to his own good pleasure."  

 

Nave's Topical Bible lists well over 100 

verses in the Christian Bible under the entry 

"Sovereign". 

 

Wikipedia is a squiggly beast at times, but I 

found something interesting there regarding 

the term – sovereignty.  It said, 

 



Sovereignty is the inherent and 

independent right to do all that is 

necessary to govern oneself.  In the 

United States, the People are sovereign. 

... And so, individuals delegate some of 

their sovereign power of self-defense and 

self-preservation to a government. 

 

 

Wow!  I mean all kinds of bells went off in 

my head when I read that!  Hear that 1st 

sentence again. 

 

Sovereignty is the inherent and 

independent right to do all that is 

necessary to govern oneself.   

 



To govern oneself.  That certainly sounds 

like the desire of our hearts as humans, 

doesn’t it? 

The inherent and independent right to do all 

that is necessary to govern oneself.   

 

But there was something else in that 

Wikipedia definition, wasn’t there?  And it 

has to do with something we are very 

familiar with in the USA. 

 

In the United States, the People are 

sovereign. ... And so, individuals 

delegate some of their sovereign power 

of self-defense and self-preservation to a 

government. 

 



This is one of the things about our nation 

which makes us stand out among the nations 

of the world.  Of our own volition, as 

sovereign individuals, we DELEGATE 

some of our sovereign power of self-defense 

and self-preservation to a government. 

 

 

Well, what about us as individual 

Christians?  Most of us have grown up in 

this great democratic experiment.  We are 

familiar with living our lives with a measure 

of sovereignty. 

 

As believers, ‘Do we delegate any of our 

inherent and independent right to do all 



that is necessary to govern ourselves to 

THE LORD?  

 

As we find ourselves in the middle of this 

COVID-19 pandemic, are we willing to 

submit to the Sovereignty of God? 

 

Certainly, scripture supports our coming to 

the Lord with our prayers and petitions – 

even if they are prayers that He would 

mitigate, or remove entirely, this virus from 

our world, or at least our country, or at least 

from our proximity. 

 

That was far too long an introduction to our 

passage of scripture, so let’s move back to 



our text.  This passage in Isaiah tells us three 

things that the “Sovereign Lord” has done. 

 

In Vs. 4 we heard, 

4The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-

instructed tongue, to know the word that 

sustains the weary. 

 

I will be the first to admit that I haven’t 

always listened to the instruction that I’ve 

been given in life.  Consequently, there have 

been many lessons that I’d had to learn the 

good, old fashioned way – THE HARD 

WAY. 

 



Inherent in this statement is the point that 

the Lord – the Sovereign Lord – has put in 

place, the means whereby, I may be well 

instructed. 

Notice the purpose in this instruction – I 

think it’s appropriate to the days we’re 

living in – TO SUSTAIN THE WEARY. 

 

Do you know any weary folk these days? 

Has the Sovereign Lord given you any 

instruction in how to speak to ‘the weary’? 

If you are students of His word, then He 

certainly has.  He has given us words of 

assurance, of trust in Him; words of peace in 

the midst of life’s storms. 



Question is:  “Have we learned those 

lessons of assurance, trust, and peace, or 

are we as ‘weary’ as those around us? 

 

 

The second half of Vs. 4, and the beginning 

of Vs. 5 brings us to another point about the 

Sovereign Lord. 

 

4He wakens me morning by morning, 

wakens my ear to listen like one being 

instructed. 

5The Sovereign Lord has opened my 

ears; 

 

 



What are your mornings like? 

I love the fact that in the lion’s share of my 

mornings, the Lord awakens me with either 

a song of praise, or a thought from His 

word.  Not always, but quite frequently. 

 

But I can’t rely on this giving me all the 

sustenance for the soul that I will need each 

day.  For that, I purposely find myself in 

God’s word – early in my day. 

 

In His word we are able to be instructed – 

instructed in holiness, and in all things, 

which are pleasing to the Lord.   

 



Let me encourage you again, to turn to the 

instruction manual each day.  Some people 

want to go through life without reading 

instruction manuals – thinking they are self-

sufficient.   

 

I find that I need the B-i-b-l-e. 

Basic  Instructions  Before  Leaving  Earth 

 

 

 

In the next several verses we find some 

messianic realities which would face the 

Christ when He came into the world.  They 

are familiar to most of us.  We remember 

these things happening to Jesus… things 



which had been prophesied about 700 years 

before Jesus ever came as a baby. 

 

 

Let’s re-read two verses – 5 & 6. 

5The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears; I 

have not been rebellious; I have not turned 

away. 

6I offered my back to those who beat me, my 

cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I 

did not hide my face from mocking and 

spitting. 

 

Notice what goes along with Jesus listening 

to the Sovereign Lord – suffering.  This 

messianic indication here in Isaiah, shows 



the reality that we can’t believe Jesus ever 

had before Him as an option – rebellion. 

 

Jesus could have rebelled and turned away 

from the path the Father chose for His to 

travel – but He would not! 

Even though they would beat him, pull out 

his beard, mock Him and spit upon Him – 

Jesus would never turn back from the path 

the Father asked Him to walk.   

 

Do you remember Jesus attitude while He 

prayed on the Mount of Olives – “42“Father, 

if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet 

not my will, but yours be done.””  (Lk. 

22:42) 

 



Sometimes, as we serve God, we are called 

to suffer in service.  You might say, “I’m 

not Jesus; I can’t do what He did.” 

 

I wonder if Ezekiel felt the same way when 

the Sovereign Lord called him to be a 

prophet?  Here were the Lord’s instructions 

to Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel 2:3-8 

3He said:  “Son of man, I am sending you to 

the Israelites, to a rebellious nation that has 

rebelled against me; they and their 

ancestors have been in revolt against me to 

this very day.  4The people to whom I am 

sending you are obstinate and stubborn.  

Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign 

Lord says.’  5And whether they listen or fail 



to listen—for they are a rebellious people—

they will know that a prophet has been 

among them.  6And you, son of man, do not 

be afraid of them or their words.  Do not be 

afraid, though briers and thorns are all 

around you and you live among scorpions. 

Do not be afraid of what they say or be 

terrified by them, though they are a 

rebellious people.  7You must speak my 

words to them, whether they listen or fail to 

listen, for they are rebellious.  8But you, son 

of man, listen to what I say to you.  Do not 

rebel like that rebellious people; open your 

mouth and eat what I give you.” 

 

 



You have to admit, when the Sovereign 

Lord opens our ears to His instruction, it is a 

perilous thing to walk away from it. 

 

 

As we finish up in our text this morning, 

let’s look at the double encouragement 

we’re given. 

 

In Vs. 7 and again in Vs. 9 we are told, 

7Because the Sovereign Lord helps me; I 

will not be disgraced.  Therefore, have I set 

my face like flint, and I know I will not be 

put to shame. 

9It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me.  

Who will condemn me? 



Let’s be honest, it can feel daunting to do 

some of the things the Lord asks us to do in 

His name.  No one signs up for mocking and 

spitting, beatings and beard pulling’s for 

fun. 

Only when we know the Lord will help us. 

Only when we know that we can trust in His 

Sovereignty, will we do those things which 

would otherwise bring us… 

Accusation, disgrace, or shame…  only 

when we know it is the Sovereign Lord who 

helps us. 

 

 

He has instructed our tongues. 

 The means to declare His word/will. 



He has opened our ears. 

 The message is His, not our own. 

 

He will help us. 

 We are not alone when we declare His 

message of reconciliation. 

 

PRAYER 

 

There are 3 other Lectionary readings for 

today.  If you would like to let Him instruct 

you further in His word, look at these 

passages later on – meditate upon His word. 

 

Psalm 31:9-16 



Matthew 26:14 – 27:66 

Philippians 2:5-11 


