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Judges 16:1-3 

1One day Samson went to Gaza, where he 

saw a prostitute.  He went in to spend the 

night with her.  2The people of Gaza were 

told, “Samson is here!” So, they surrounded 

the place and lay in wait for him all night at 

the city gate.  They made no move during 

the night, saying, “At dawn we’ll kill him.” 

3But Samson lay there only until the middle 

of the night.  Then he got up and took hold 



of the doors of the city gate, together with 

the two posts, and tore them loose, bar and 

all.  He lifted them to his shoulders and 

carried them to the top of the hill that faces 

Hebron. 

 

Samson went down to Gaza.  Those are sad 

words.  Oh true, he could have been there in 

that idolatrous city, to spy it out in hopes of 

finding their weaknesses and coming back 

with a conquering army of Israelites!  but 

that doesn’t appear to be the case. 

 

What does appear to be happening is, 

Samson is allured by the forbidden fruit of 

Philistia, and he believes that he can escape 



the scrutiny of his own people in Dan, if he 

carouses in Gaza.   

 

 

He is not the first, and sadly, will not be the 

last to find destruction in the vicinity where 

he knows already – in his heart of hearts – 

he does not belong there! 

 

 

But Samson is as oblivious to the danger 

lurking on every street corner of Gaza, as is 

any Christian who believes they should be 

allowed to get “real close” to the fire; as 

long as they take care to not be burned. 

 



From the first we hear of Samson, he is 

restless, adventurous; always craving some 

new excitement, good or bad.1 

 

Life in Dan is dull and boring – nothing of 

the gaiety, bustle, and enterprise of the cities 

of Philistia. 

 

At home, there were heathen images to 

break into pieces, altars and high places to 

demolish.  He could have banished Baal 

worship and the rites of Ashtoreth from his 

land2, but Samson was had the melancholy 

of a life without aim sufficient to its 

strength, without a vision matching its 

energy. 

 



Samson escapes the death the Philistine’s 

had planned for him when he awoke at the 

prostitute’s house in the morning, by leaving 

there around midnight instead, when the 

men who would have lain in wait for him, 

were still resting. 

 

Why does Samson bring the gates of the city 

of Gaza, near to the city of Hebron – an 

Israelite city? 

No real explanation is given for it.  It may 

be an indication that Gaza will be ruled by 

Hebron – the city of the patriarchs, where 

Abraham was buried.   

Was it meant as a sign for the Philistine’s to 

show them that they would one day be 

conquered by Israel? 



No idea!  But you’re got to admit, carrying 

the city gates far away from the place they’d 

stood, speaks volumes about, Samson’s 

strength, at the very least. 
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