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If you remember the judge of Israel – 

Samson – last time we looked at him in 

Judges 15:1-8, he had burned up the three 

major agricultural crops that feed the nation 

of the Philistine’s.   

You likely remember his tying 300 foxes, 

tail to tail by pairs, and then attaching 

torches to each pair.  It decimated their 

regions money crops, and grain. 

 



It really is no wonder that the next thing you 

know, the Philistine’s have declared war on 

Samson, and any who would protect him! 

 

 

We pick that story up in… 

Judges 15:9-13 

9The Philistines went up and camped in 

Judah, spreading out near Lehi.  10The 

people of Judah asked, “Why have you come 

to fight us?” 

“We have come to take Samson prisoner,” 

they answered, “to do to him as he did to 

us.” 

11Then three thousand men from Judah went 

down to the cave in the rock of Etam and 



said to Samson, “Don’t you realize that the 

Philistines are rulers over us?  What have 

you done to us?” 

He answered, “I merely did to them what 

they did to me.” 

12They said to him, “We’ve come to tie you 

up and hand you over to the Philistines.” 

Samson said, “Swear to me that you won’t 

kill me yourselves.” 

13“Agreed,” they answered. “We will only 

tie you up and hand you over to them.  We 

will not kill you.”  So, they bound him with 

two new ropes and led him up from the rock.  

 

 

 



I’m sorry I only have 5 verses for you today, 

but I can’t believe how much is going on 

here!  And… BTW… none of it good. 

 

So, Samson is living in a cave – to be sure, a 

secure position, or else the Philistine’s 

would have simply waged war on him by 

themselves. 

Instead, they threated war on Judah, in an 

attempt to pressure them to hand Samson 

over.  This must have been quite the 

stronghold! 

 

Problem #1. 

Judah should have been on Samson’s side – 

they should have rallied Samson to lead 

them to oust the Philistines.  After all!  Isn’t 



this the tribe that we first read about in 

Chapter 1 of this book of Judges?   

 

Judges 1:1-2 

1After the death of Joshua, the Israelites 

asked the Lord, “Who of us is to go up first 

to fight against the Canaanites?” 

2The Lord answered, “Judah shall go up; I 

have given the land into their hands.” 

 

God had given Israel the land of the 

Canaanites!  He had given them into their 

hands!!  And here they are annoyingly 

proclaiming in verse 11 of our short text -   

“Don’t you realize that the Philistines are 

rulers over us?  Whaaaaat??? 



How is this even possible? 

Because “sin dispirits men” – “it infatuates 

them, and hides from their eyes the things 

that belong to their peace.”1 

 

disheartens discourages depresses 

dismays  dampens 

 

Judah, like most all of Israel; had fallen into 

idol worship – emulating the worship 

practices of the pagan’s around them.  

They lost their military prowess, when they 

abandoned their spiritual connectedness to 

the LORD. 

 



And the Philistines had indeed, been ruling 

over them, as they confessed in verse 11. 

 

But what of Samson?  Why am I down on 

Samson?? 

Samson gave such a lame, school yard 

excuse for how he got mixed up in this 

Philistine brouhaha!   

He did it to me, so I did it to him! 

He called me this, so I called him that! 

I’m going to get him back!!! 

Waa, Waa, waah! 

 

No careful conversations.  No diplomacy or 

willingness to give and take.  Why!  Samson 

is as bad as the Philistines!  Who’s right?! 



Who can ever tell?  These things just go 

‘round and round,’ don’t they? 

 

No admittance of culpability to each other; 

just a continual escalation of hostilities. 

Of course, as has been my favorite reference 

during our time dealing with Samson… 

Judges 14:4 

(His parents did not know that this 

was from the Lord, who was seeking 

an occasion to confront the 

Philistines; for at that time they were 

ruling over Israel.) 

 



I haven’t been giving out many kudos to 

Samson or Judah today, but they both get 

one next, from me. 

 

Judah agrees to not kill Samson once 

they’ve got him tied up (this wouldn’t be the 

first act of treachery in humanity).  For his 

part, Samson agrees to be tied up and 

handed to the Philistine’s. 

 

Judah does what Samson wants in sparing 

him, and Samson does what will buy Judah 

some good-will in their dealings with the 

Philistine’s – they get to “turn Samson in.” 

 

Or so, it looks. 



More on that tomorrow. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

NOTE 

NEED FOR HAND SANITIZER. 

BUY A BOTTLE FOR THE CHURCH IF 

YOU SEE THEM FOR SALE, PLEASE! 
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