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Samson is at his 7day long ‘customary’ 

bachelor party.  Day one he asks his 30 

“companions” (Philistines, all) to solve his 

riddle.  Loser(s) give the other party 30 

changes of clothing – right down to their 

linen one-piece undergarments. 

 

 

So, let’s pick the story back up at the riddle 

– vs. 14. – Samson, speaking. 



14He replied, 

“Out of the eater, something to eat; 

out of the strong, something sweet.” 

 

For three days they could not give 

the answer. 

 

15On the fourth a day, they said to 

Samson’s wife, “Coax your 

husband into explaining the riddle 

for us, or we will burn you and your 

father’s household to death.  Did 

you invite us here to steal our 

property?” 

16Then Samson’s wife threw herself 

on him, sobbing, “You hate me! 



You don’t really love me. You’ve 

given my people a riddle, but you 

haven’t told me the answer.” 

 

“I haven’t even explained it to my 

father or mother,” he replied, “so 

why should I explain it to you?” 

17She cried the whole seven days of 

the feast.  So, on the seventh day he 

finally told her, because she 

continued to press him.  She in turn 

explained the riddle to her people. 

18Before sunset on the seventh day 

the men of the town said to him, 

“What is sweeter than honey? 

What is stronger than a lion?” 



 

Samson said to them, 

“If you had not plowed with my 

heifer, you would not have solved 

my riddle.” 

 

19Then the Spirit of the Lord came 

powerfully upon him.  He went 

down to Ashkelon, struck down 

thirty of their men, stripped them of 

everything and gave their clothes to 

those who had explained the riddle. 

Burning with anger, he returned to 

his father’s home.  20And Samson’s 

wife was given to one of his 

companions who had attended him 

at the feast. 



Samson’s behavior as we witnessed it 

yesterday, was a foretaste of things to come! 

And he gets no kudos today either – at least, 

not for anything that was intentional on his 

part. 

 But that in no way excuses the behavior of 

the companions who made the wager of 

their own free will.  They threaten the life of 

Samson’s betrothed, and the lives of her 

entire family – from their own countrymen! 

 

 

Apparently, this woman of Timnah was a 

better coaxer, than Samson was, a man able 

to keep his own confidence.  She played 

Samson like a Stratovarius.  He could fight 

like nobody’s business, but he couldn’t 



handle the incessant crying and complaining 

of his soon to be, wife.  Then again, he told 

her on the day of the evening they would 

have wed.  Perhaps he couldn’t imagine his 

first marital evening being a great deal of 

fun with a hysterical bride. 

Either way – Samson gave in.  His inability 

to keep a secret would come back to haunt 

him again! 

 

 

You’ve got to love Samson calling his bride 

a heifer, don’t you?  Talk about endearing 

yourself to your beloved through sweet talk! 

 

But in reality, Samson was a bit of a word 

smith.  Even his riddle to his companions 



was a literary work of art.  Now he unmasks 

the 30 Philistines plot by giving another 

allusion to the facts – another, riddle. 

 

Plowing with my heifer here, is alluding to 

the fact that,  

“If you had not employed my wife to find it 

out, as men plough up the ground with a 

heifer, thereby discovering its hidden parts; 

he calls her heifer, because she was joined 

with him in the same yoke.”1 

 

 

Samson’s answer to paying off his gambling 

debt is to go to a town far enough away that 

people don’t know that he’s around, but 

close enough to go do what he does, and get 



back.  Once he gets there, he kills 30 

Philistines from Ashkelon, and takes the 

prescribed clothing. 

 

Are Samson’s actions commendable?  No! 

Does Samson accomplish the will of the 

Lord?  Yes! 

 

How can this be you might ask? 

This action of Samson could neither 

be commended nor justified, had he 

not been actuated by a divine 

impulse, in order to punish the 

Philistines, according to God’s 

intention. God made use of him, as 

the judge does of the executioner, to 



punish those that merit and are 

condemned to suffer punishment.1 

 

Man may be unrighteous, but God remains 

sovereign!  His will shall be accomplished. 

 

As for Samson; he pouts and goes home to 

Mom & Dad’s place.  Delivers the garments 

to the 30 Philistines who had been his 

companions – garments he took off the 

bodies of 30 Ashkelon Philistines he’d killed 

– and goes home! 

 

Does he attend to his wife?  No! 



Does he even go in and yell at her, or at the 

men who threatened her to win a bet?  Not 

that we can tell from the text. 

He just goes home! 

 

 

As a teaser for the next chapter… vs. 20… 

20And Samson’s wife was given to one of his 

companions who had attended him at the 

feast. 

 

 

Samson was a man ruled by his passions.   

He did what he wanted, content to bully his 

way through every issue. 

 



I have to go back to yesterday’s look at this 

chapter to find a word that I like – verse 4… 

 

"The thing was of the Lord; for he sought an 

occasion against the Philistines." 
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https://biblehub.com/commentaries/benson/j

udges/14.htm 


