
Samson’s Riddle 

May 19, 2020 

by 

Rev. Charles W. Pendleton, Jr. 

 

 

Judges 14:1-20 

1Samson went down to Timnah and saw 

there a young Philistine woman.  2When he 

returned, he said to his father and mother, “I 

have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; 

now get her for me as my wife.” 

3His father and mother replied, “Isn’t there 

an acceptable woman among your relatives 

or among all our people?  Must you go to 

the uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?” 



But Samson said to his father, “Get her for 

me. She’s the right one for me.” 4(His 

parents did not know that this was from the 

Lord, who was seeking an occasion to 

confront the Philistines; for at that time they 

were ruling over Israel.) 

5Samson went down to Timnah together 

with his father and mother.  As they 

approached the vineyards of Timnah, 

suddenly a young lion came roaring toward 

him.  6The Spirit of the Lord came 

powerfully upon him so that he tore the lion 

apart with his bare hands as he might have 

torn a young goat.  But he told neither his 

father nor his mother what he had done. 
7Then he went down and talked with the 

woman, and he liked her. 



8Some time later, when he went back to 

marry her, he turned aside to look at the 

lion’s carcass, and in it he saw a swarm of 

bees and some honey.  9He scooped out the 

honey with his hands and ate as he went 

along.  When he rejoined his parents, he 

gave them some, and they too ate it.  But he 

did not tell them that he had taken the honey 

from the lion’s carcass. 

10Now his father went down to see the 

woman.  And there Samson held a feast, as 

was customary for young men.  11When the 

people saw him; they chose thirty men to be 

his companions. 

12“Let me tell you a riddle,” Samson said to 

them.  “If you can give me the answer within 

the seven days of the feast, I will give you 

thirty linen garments and thirty sets of 



clothes.  13If you can’t tell me the answer, 

you must give me thirty linen garments and 

thirty sets of clothes.” 

“Tell us your riddle,” they said.  “Let’s 

hear it.” 

14He replied, 

“Out of the eater, something to eat; 

out of the strong, something sweet.” 

For three days they could not give the 

answer. 

 

 

 

 

Wow!  That’s a lot to unpack!! 



We learn a great deal right off the bat about 

Samson, and it isn’t all coming up roses. 

 

When we get our first glimpse of this 

Nazarite young man, it doesn’t exactly look 

like what you expected. Samson goes down 

to Timnah… Why?  That territory was right 

on the edge of Israelite/Philistine line.  The 

line changed back and forth, but right now it 

was Philistine controlled.  

 

Next thing we note is that he sees a young 

Philistine woman, and when he gets back to 

Mom & Dad, Samson insists that they get 

her for his wife!  There is no clue that he’s 

even spoken with her yet, and she’s the girl 

for him!  There can be no other!! 



Girls from his tribe of Dan – No! 

Girls from other Israelite tribes – No!! 

Only the girl from Timnah will do. 

 

 

So, this Nazarite young man of God has 

fallen in love at first sight.  And will he 

listen to his parents?  What do they know?  

He’s in looooooove! 

 

When Samson brings his parents to meet her 

(oh, and by the way; make proper 

introductions himself… finally) he kills a 

lion with his bare hands… and his parents 

know nothing about it. 

I thought they were traveling together. 



You think perhaps Manoah and his wife 

were hanging back, taking their time, 

arguing with each other about why they 

must be shamed with the behavior of their 

son.  Samson, out in front, pressing to find a 

way to hurry his folks along, is charged by a 

lion… as he approached the vineyards. 

Hmmm… the vineyards.  What is a nice 

Nazarite young man doing near the 

vineyards?  Perhaps it was the only way into 

Timnah.  It may be just as much symbolic as 

it could be anything else, but mentioning the 

vineyard in this context looks like 

courting/flirting with trouble. 

 

Of course, Samson finally talks with the 

woman, and he liked her.  Isn’t that cute? 



On a subsequent journey back to Timnah for 

the wedding, Samson – turns aside – to see 

what had become of this lion which he had 

torn apart.  Lo, and behold, what does he 

find, but the lion’s carcass, and a swarm of 

honey bees and some honey.   

This is terrible!  First, Samson “turns aside.” 

It’s easy for us to get into trouble when we 

turn aside from the course that we have set. 

 

In this case – and I hate to keep having to 

mention it, but – this Nazarite young man 

shouldn’t be anywhere near a dead body.  
7Even if their own father or mother or 

brother or sister dies, they must not make 

themselves ceremonially unclean on account 

of them, because the symbol of their 



dedication to God is on their head. 
8Throughout the period of their dedication, 

they are consecrated to the Lord. 

(Numbers 6:6-8).   

 

And as if approaching that dead carcass 

wasn’t bad enough, he reaches in and grabs 

a huge gob of honey FROM A CARCASS!! 

 

He has defiled himself!  And again, as if that 

isn’t enough; he defiles his parents, who he 

invites to eat some of the honey, without 

telling them he got it from a dead carcass – 

which no Israelite would/should, eat. 

 

 



The next thing we learned in our text was 

that a 7-day feast is held with 30 of his 

“friends.”  Now, how many of you think I’m 

stretching it when I say that this was likely, 

more than anything, an excuse to get wasted 

for a week – drinking too much, eating too 

much… basically, just too much!!! 

 

And so, if a Nazarite young man isn’t 

supposed to eat grapes or drink wine or any 

other fermented drink, or touch a raisin – 

what is he doing at this type of a party? 

 

 

There was likely quite a bit of tension 

between these 30 Philistine young men and 



Samson.  They were basically a rented, 

week long, bachelor party – nothing more.   

 

Probably to mess with these 30 men, 

Samson posed a riddle – with a little 

wardrobe side bet, just for fun.  (Hmmm… 

now he’s gambling.  Well, it doesn’t say 

anything about that in the Nazarite vows, so 

it must be okay; right?  Hmmmm??) 

 

13b“Tell us your riddle,” they said. “Let’s 

hear it.” 

14He replied, 

“Out of the eater, something to eat; 

out of the strong, something sweet.” 

 



For three days they could not give the 

answer. 

 

 

 

For me, there was only one comforting thing 

that I was able to pick up from our text – 

verse 4. 

 

4(His parents did not know that this was 

from the Lord, who was seeking an 

occasion to confront the Philistines; for at 

that time they were ruling over Israel.) 

 

 



Even when you’re pulling some boneheaded 

stunt, you cannot frustrate the will of God.  

Only in hindsight, can we see that the Lord 

had a plan to “confront the Philistines”, and 

that He would use even Samson’s 

wanderings to achieve His purpose. 
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