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Are any of us shocked that the first words of 

Chapter 13 are, “Again the Israelites did 

evil in the eyes of the Lord, so the Lord 

delivered them into the hands of the 

Philistines for forty years.” 

Seems about right! 

 

Judges 13:1-14 



1Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of 

the Lord, so the Lord delivered them into the 

hands of the Philistines for forty years. 

2A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, 

from the clan of the Danites, had a wife who 

was childless, unable to give birth.  3The 

angel of the Lord appeared to her and said, 

“You are barren and childless, but you are 

going to become pregnant and give birth to 

a son.  4Now see to it that you drink no wine 

or other fermented drink and that you do not 

eat anything unclean.  5You will become 

pregnant and have a son whose head is 

never to be touched by a razor because the 

boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to God 

from the womb.  He will take the lead in 

delivering Israel from the hands of the 

Philistines.” 



6Then the woman went to her husband and 

told him, “A man of God came to me.  He 

looked like an angel of God, very awesome. 

I didn’t ask him where he came from, and he 

didn’t tell me his name.  7But he said to me, 

‘You will become pregnant and have a son. 

Now then, drink no wine or other fermented 

drink and do not eat anything unclean, 

because the boy will be a Nazirite of God 

from the womb until the day of his death.’” 

8Then Manoah prayed to the Lord:  “Pardon 

your servant, Lord.  I beg you to let the man 

of God you sent to us come again to teach us 

how to bring up the boy who is to be born.” 

9God heard Manoah, and the angel of God 

came again to the woman while she was out 

in the field; but her husband Manoah was 

not with her.  10The woman hurried to tell 



her husband, “He’s here!  The man who 

appeared to me the other day!” 

11Manoah got up and followed his wife. 

When he came to the man, he said, “Are you 

the man who talked to my wife?” 

“I am,” he said. 

12So Manoah asked him, “When your words 

are fulfilled, what is to be the rule that 

governs the boy’s life and work?” 

13The angel of the Lord answered, “Your 

wife must do all that I have told her.  14She 

must not eat anything that comes from the 

grapevine, nor drink any wine or other 

fermented drink nor eat anything unclean. 

She must do everything I have commanded 

her.” 

 



 

Here comes one of the heroes of Israel.  Just 

like the rest of us, heroes have some great 

qualities; but they have their weaknesses, as 

well.  But I’m getting ahead of myself. 

 

 

What is there distinguishing about this man 

from the Danite clan?  Does this man of 

Zorah have some special skill or position 

that he and his – unnamed – wife should 

have a son who would “start to deliver” 

Israel from the hand of the Philistines. 

 

Not that we can tell from the scriptures. 



They were aware of what it meant for the 

boy (and the mother) to be a Nazirite.  But 

here was something quite peculiar – God 

intended that this lad would “be a Nazirite 

of God from the womb until the day of his 

death.” (vs. 7) 

You can get a much fuller picture of what it 

means to take the Nazirite vow by reading 

Numbers 6.  Sampson of course, was to be a 

Nazirite ALL OF HIS LIFE – this was 

unusual.  Typically, a Nazirite vow was 

taken for only a period of time – not so with 

Sampson. 

 

 

It appears that Manoah – Sampson’s father 

– was very interested in getting a “heads up” 



as to how exactly he should bring up the 

boy; what trade should he be prepared in 

that would qualify him for delivering Israel 

from the hands of the Philistines.” (vs. 5) 

 

 

As for the answer “the angel of the Lord” 

gave Manoah, “See that your wife does 

everything exactly as she has been told.”   

 

No information of which Manoah felt he 

would need to raise his son in the “right” 

way – just, tell your wife to do as she’s been 

told. 

 

 



Sampson is going to be born into a family 

who never thought they were going to be 

blessed with children.  

How wonderful that “the angel of the Lord” 

would choose to raise a judge of Israel in 

such an eager home.  Eager for a child – 

eager for a son – eager for raising their child 

in the way the Lord would desire him to be 

raised. 

 

Of course, we all have to figure that out on 

our own, don’t we?  Even Manoah had to 

“wing it.”  Even though he’d specifically 

asked for a “heads up,” he got the same 

instruction we all got for raising a child to 

the honor and glory of His name – 

Scripture… and a thumbs up for good luck! 



 

PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


