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By way of a short re-cap:  the famed Gideon 

gave the land peace for 40 years.  Then 

Abimelek, his son from the concubine in 

another town, killed his 70 half-brothers 

(sons of the wives of Gideon) to wrestle rule 

for himself.  

After just 3 years of Abimelek’s rule, his 

citizens began to act treacherously against 

him, leading to a quick exit at the hands of a 



woman throwing a mill stone, from off the 

tower Abimelek was attacking. 

 

Israel was then blessed with 45 years of 

peace under the judgeship of two men – 

Tola son of Puah, and Jair of Gilead. 

 

Still, when Israel began to serve other gods 

once more, Jephthah – the son of a 

prostitute, but a mighty warrior – ruled over 

Gilead, at their elder’s request. 

Another short six years of rule; not all of it, 

commendable.  The needless slaughter of 

42K brothers from the tribe of Ephraim, 

certainly didn’t endear Jephthah to 

everyone. 

 



Now we are about to have 25 more years of 

peace - - - finally.  But it will take three 

judges to bring those years of prosperity and 

peace. 

Let verse 7 from yesterday’s text, start us off 

on our reading today. 

 

7Jephthah led Israel six years.  Then 

Jephthah the Gileadite died and 

was buried in a town in Gilead. 

 

 

Judges 12:8-15 

8After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem led Israel. 
9He had thirty sons and thirty daughters.  He 

gave his daughters away in marriage to 



those outside his clan, and for his sons he 

brought in thirty young women as wives 

from outside his clan.  Ibzan led Israel seven 

years.  10Then Ibzan died and was buried in 

Bethlehem. 

11After him, Elon the Zebulunite led Israel 

ten years.  12Then Elon died and was buried 

in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun. 

13After him, Abdon son of Hillel, from 

Pirathon, led Israel.  14He had forty sons and 

thirty grandsons, who rode on seventy 

donkeys.  He led Israel eight years.  15Then 

Abdon son of Hillel died and was buried at 

Pirathon in Ephraim, in the hill country of 

the Amalekites 

 

 



Again, as with Tola and Jair,  

The 25 years, apparently 

consecutive, occupied by the 

judgeship of Ibzan, Elon, and 

Abdon, seem to have been very 

uneventful and prosperous, since 

the only record of them, preserved 

in the annals of their country, 

relates to the flourishing families 

and peaceful magnificence of two 

of the number.1 

 

 

While Jephthah had only one child – and 

she, sacrificed before ever marrying and 

having children – Ibzan had 60 children, and 

all of them, married.   



Abdon had forty sons and thirty grandsons.  

Some families seemed blessed, and others 

impoverished, as to children. 

It seems they lived splendidly, too!  Riding 

on seventy young asses – that would be 

comparable to parading around in a Jaguar, 

today. 

 

 

One problem that doesn’t always appear at 

first glance, is one that seldom appears in 

the midst of peace and prosperity – a lack of 

spiritual fervor.  Israel’s zeal for the LORD 

typically seemed to wane during times of 

peace, which inevitable end up leading to 

times of apostasy and the Lord delivering 



Israel into the hand of one resident or 

proximate enemy or another. 

 

 

Is all well… is all at peace? 

Is there plenty? 

Now ask yourself, 

“Do I possess zeal for the Lord? 

Or do I serve, comfortably and at peace?” 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1. https://biblehub.com/commentaries/clar

ke/judges/12.htm 


