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So, understand as we enter today’s reading.  

Ammon has entered Israel – specifically, 

Dan, and the territory of Gilead.  Jephthah 

has been asked by the elders of Gilead, to 

come be their military commander, with the 

promise of his being their leader if he can 

help them to conquer the invading 

Ammonites.  Jephthah and the Gideonites 

are camped at Mizpah. 

 



 

Judges 11:12-28 

12Then Jephthah sent messengers to the 

Ammonite king with the question:  “What 

do you have against me that you have 

attacked my country?” 

13The king of the Ammonites answered 

Jephthah’s messengers, “When Israel came 

up out of Egypt, they took away my land 

from the Arnon to the Jabbok, all the way to 

the Jordan.  Now give it back peaceably.” 

 

14Jephthah sent back messengers to the 

Ammonite king, 15saying: 

“This is what Jephthah says:  Israel did not 

take the land of Moab or the land of the 

Ammonites.  16But when they came up out of 



Egypt, Israel went through the wilderness to 

the Red Sea and on to Kadesh.  17Then Israel 

sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying, 

‘Give us permission to go through your 

country,’ but the king of Edom would not 

listen.  They sent also to the king of Moab, 

and he refused.  So, Israel stayed at Kadesh. 

18“Next they traveled through the 

wilderness, skirted the lands of Edom and 

Moab, passed along the eastern side of the 

country of Moab, and camped on the other 

side of the Arnon.  They did not enter the 

territory of Moab, for the Arnon was its 

border. 

19“Then Israel sent messengers to Sihon 

king of the Amorites, who ruled in Heshbon, 

and said to him, ‘Let us pass through your 

country to our own place.’  20Sihon, 



however, did not trust Israel to pass through 

his territory.  He mustered all his troops and 

encamped at Jahaz and fought with Israel. 

21“Then the Lord, the God of Israel, gave 

Sihon and his whole army into Israel’s 

hands, and they defeated them.  Israel took 

over all the land of the Amorites who lived 

in that country, 22capturing all of it from the 

Arnon to the Jabbok and from the desert to 

the Jordan. 

23“Now since the Lord, the God of Israel, 

has driven the Amorites out before his 

people Israel, what right have you to take it 

over?  24Will you not take what your god 

Chemosh gives you?  Likewise, whatever the 

Lord our God has given us, we will possess. 
25Are you any better than Balak son of 

Zippor, king of Moab?  Did he ever quarrel 



with Israel or fight with them?  26For three 

hundred years Israel occupied Heshbon, 

Aroer, the surrounding settlements and all 

the towns along the Arnon.  Why didn’t you 

retake them during that time? 27I have not 

wronged you, but you are doing me wrong 

by waging war against me.  Let the Lord, the 

Judge, decide the dispute this day between 

the Israelites and the Ammonites.” 

28The king of Ammon, however, paid no 

attention to the message Jephthah sent him. 

 

 

 

Here we see that Jephthah – though the son 

of a prostitute – was not ignorant of the 

history of his people.  Also, though we see 



that Jephthah – upon 1st mention – is a 

“mighty warrior”, we learn quickly too, that 

he was also a man of reason.  He would 

have been just as happy if the king of 

Ammon had heard his explanation of “right 

of territory”, and determined that he was 

better off just going back to Ammon.  

Jephthah was both warrior and politician. 

 

 

All the way along in his explanation of 

Israel’s movements after leaving Egypt, 

Jephthah noted that Israel had asked 

permission from Edom, Moab, and Ammon, 

to cross over their territory, into the territory 

promised them by God.  In the case of Edom 

and Moab, they refused Israel’s request; and 

so, Israel stayed put in Kadesh. 



However, when Israel asked Ammon if they 

could pass through; instead of saying no, 

and leaving it at that; Sihon, their king, 

mustered all his troops and encamped at 

Jahaz (near to where Israel had camped in 

the wilderness), and attacked Israel. 

 

Jephthah reminded this king of Ammon that 

Israel’s God had given Sihon and all of 

Ammon into their hands.  In other words, 

“This land has been given to us by our 

God.” 

This should have rung true in the heart of 

the king of Ammon because they too had 

originally taken this land from those who 

had possession of it before Ammon 

conquered it.   They too, gave their god, 

Chemosh credit for giving them the land. 



 

Jephthah made the case that his God was 

more powerful than the god of the 

Ammonites, and that it might be best if they 

just broke camp and went home. 

In Jephthah’s opinion, they were living on 

land they had a legal right to.  And while 

Jephthah may have been off a few years on 

the 300 years he stated Israel had been living 

there, he wasn’t wrong about the fact that 

neither the kings of Moab or Ammon had 

pretended to have a right to this country for 

a very long time. 

 

In fact, he said, “Why has it taken you so 

long to make a claim on this land?” 

 



Having made the claim once already that it 

was Israel’s God, Jehovah who had given 

them this land, Jephthah tells the Ammonite 

king that he is confident that the Lord will 

determine who is doing wrong to whom by 

the end of the day. 

 

MEANING – God gave us this land once.  

Try to take it now and see if Jehovah has 

changed His mind, or if – which Jephthah 

didn’t believe – Chemosh was able to take it 

back for Ammon now. 

 

This is a big win for Jephthah today.  His 

trust in the Lord, and his attempt to 

diplomatically avoid war, are all 

commendable. 



Tomorrow we will see Jephthah’s failure. 

For today, let’s hail the man whose trust was 

in the Lord. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


