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Before we read from Chapter 11, it will 

likely serve us well if we remember what we 

read yesterday in Chapter 10. 

Israel had once again, turned their backs of 

God.  Instead of worshipping Jehovah, Israel 

began to worship all of the gods of the 

people groups around them.  They 

abandoned the Lord, their God, entirely. 

 



For 18 years the Philistines and the 

Ammonites wreaked havoc over Israel, so 

much so, that they abandoned the false gods 

they had been worshipping, and began to 

worship, and petition Jehovah once more. 

He let them dangle on the hook for a while; 

reminding them that it was they who had 

abandoned Him.  But the Lord eventually 

relented, as He saw the people turning back 

to Himself, and as he saw their desperate 

suffering at the hands of their enemies. 

 

Here, we start today. 

 

Judges 11:1-11 

1Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty 

warrior.  His father was Gilead; his mother 



was a prostitute.  2Gilead’s wife also bore 

him sons, and when they were grown up, 

they drove Jephthah away.  “You are not 

going to get any inheritance in our family,” 

they said, “because you are the son of 

another woman.”  3So Jephthah fled from 

his brothers and settled in the land of Tob, 

where a gang of scoundrels gathered around 

him and followed him. 

4Some time later, when the Ammonites were 

fighting against Israel, 5the elders of Gilead 

went to get Jephthah from the land of Tob.  
6“Come,” they said, “be our commander, so 

we can fight the Ammonites.” 

7Jephthah said to them, “Didn’t you hate me 

and drive me from my father’s house?  Why 

do you come to me now, when you’re in 

trouble?” 



8The elders of Gilead said to him, 

“Nevertheless, we are turning to you now; 

come with us to fight the Ammonites, and 

you will be head over all of us who live in 

Gilead.” 

9Jephthah answered, “Suppose you take me 

back to fight the Ammonites and the Lord 

gives them to me—will I really be your 

head?” 

10The elders of Gilead replied, “The Lord is 

our witness; we will certainly do as you 

say.”  11So Jephthah went with the elders of 

Gilead, and the people made him head and 

commander over them.  And he repeated all 

his words before the Lord in Mizpah. 

 

 



This is not the first time we have read in 

scripture about a son being born to a woman 

who was NOT married to the father of the 

child.  With Abram, it was Ishmael, son of 

Sarai’s slave, Hagar. 

Ishmael, though he was raised and loved by 

Abram, was not the son of promise that God 

had told Abram he would have.  He was 

born as the result of actions of the flesh – 

not actions of the spirit.  Ishmael’s sons 

have been at enmity against Abraham’s son 

Isaac ever since. 

 

 

Last week we looked at Abimelek, son of 

Gideon, by his concubine from another city.  

Abimelek killed all of his father’s legitimate 



sons – 70 of them.  In this power grab, 

Abimelek was a thorn in the flesh to all of 

Israel. 

 

 

But Jephthah seems to be a different story.  

His birth of course, was not a great start in 

life – he was the son of a prostitute.  And 

yet, he was a man who apparently had a 

heart for God – as we shall see in later 

studies.  Again, his legitimate brothers were 

very hard on Jephthah.  In fact, when these 

sons of Gilead grew up, they made so 

certain that Jephthah knew he was not 

welcomed in the family, nor that he would 

have any part of an expected inheritance, 

that he left his home and moved to a 

neighboring city in the land of Tob. 



The first words we hear about Jephthah are 

that he was a mighty warrior.  This comes 

into play at this point of our story because, 

even though the elders in the city of Gilead’s 

sons had likely known of the whole “family 

issue” regarding this “son of a prostitute;” 

he was the first person they turned to for 

deliverance when the Ammonites came to 

Gilead for war. 

 

Well, actually, he was their last resort – let’s 

be honest.  The men of Gilead met at 

Mizpah when the Ammonites came to 

Gilead.  As we read yesterday in Chapter 

10… 

18The leaders of the people of 

Gilead said to each other, 

“Whoever will take the lead in 



attacking the Ammonites will be 

head over all who live in Gilead.” 

 

It is evident from today’s text that not one 

man was found who had what it took to raise 

his hand and take on the role of military 

commander. 

So… they came to Jephthah; to a known 

entity, to a known “mighty warrior.” 

 

Look at the wisdom of Jephthah.  He wasn’t 

taking anything for granted.  He asked point 

blank if the elders of Gilead were serious 

about his being their leader if he was 

victorious over Ammon.  He feared – and 

rightly so, I’m sure – that once God had 

given him victory over their enemy, that the 



Gileadites would rescind their offer to make 

him their head (leader) in peace. 

 

He was so confident that they would try to 

cheat him, that he repeated the whole 

promise and his question “before the Lord” 

in Mizpah. 

Truly, it was before the Lord, but you also 

know that it was before all the troupes 

gathered at Mizpah, so there would be no 

question about his leadership once the battle 

against Ammon was over. 

 

Two things stand out to me thus far in our 

reading of this chapter.  First, Jephthah was 

a man who had standing far beyond his “less 

than ideal” beginning.  Though it was not to 



his discredit to be the son of a prostitute, 

how many people with such an inauspicious 

beginning, move to such a place of 

prominence. 

Second, I absolutely LOVE the idea that 

Jephthah had no doubt in his mind that God 

was going to be the victor in the battle over 

their enemy.  Jephthah might have been their 

commander, but he believed that it was 

Jehovah who would stand to receive the 

credit for the destruction of their enemy. 

 

To me, those are both huge testimonies to 

Jephthah’s value as a person.  He knew who 

he was, and he knew who God was. 
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