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Judges 9:7-21 

7When Jotham was told about this, he 

climbed up on the top of Mount Gerizim and 

shouted to them, “Listen to me, citizens of 

Shechem, so that God may listen to you. 
8One day the trees went out to anoint a king 

for themselves.  They said to the olive tree, 

‘Be our king.’ 

9“But the olive tree answered, ‘Should I give 

up my oil, by which both gods and humans 

are honored, to hold sway over the trees?’ 



10“Next, the trees said to the fig tree, ‘Come 

and be our king.’ 

11“But the fig tree replied, ‘Should I give up 

my fruit, so good and sweet, to hold sway 

over the trees?’ 

12“Then the trees said to the vine, ‘Come 

and be our king.’ 

13“But the vine answered, ‘Should I give up 

my wine, which cheers both gods and 

humans, to hold sway over the trees?’ 

14“Finally all the trees said to the thorn 

bush, ‘Come and be our king.’ 

15“The thorn bush said to the trees, ‘If you 

really want to anoint me king over you, 

come and take refuge in my shade; but if 

not, then let fire come out of the thorn bush 

and consume the cedars of Lebanon!’ 



16“Have you acted honorably and in good 

faith by making Abimelek king?  Have you 

been fair to Jerub-Baal and his family?  

Have you treated him as he deserves? 
17Remember that my father fought for you 

and risked his life to rescue you from the 

hand of Midian.  18But today you have 

revolted against my father’s family.  You 

have murdered his seventy sons on a single 

stone and have made Abimelek, the son of 

his female slave, king over the citizens of 

Shechem because he is related to you.  19So 

have you acted honorably and in good faith 

toward Jerub-Baal and his family today?  If 

you have, may Abimelek be your joy, and 

may you be his, too!  20But if you have not, 

let fire come out from Abimelek and 

consume you, the citizens of Shechem and 



Beth Millo, and let fire come out from you, 

the citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo, and 

consume Abimelek!” 

21Then Jotham fled, escaping to Beer, and he 

lived there because he was afraid of his 

brother Abimelek. 

 

PRAYER 

 

When we put the 6th verse in front of this 

reading, we read, 

6Then all the citizens of Shechem 

and Beth Millo gathered beside 

the great tree at the pillar in 

Shechem to crown Abimelek 

king. 



Well, if it’s all about being king; we’ve 

already heard what Gideon and his family 

think about Israel’s king when they asked 

him and his posterity to rule over them. 

 

23But Gideon told them, “I will not rule over 

you, nor will my son rule over you.  The 

Lord will rule over you.”   (Judges 8:23) 

 

Jotham – Heb. for Jehovah is perfect. 

As far as Gideon’s family was concerned, 

Jehovah was perfect to be Israel’s king, too. 

 

 



Jotham hid, and escaped being murdered 

when Abimelek killed his brothers – all on 

one rock! 

So, I know what you’re thinking.  Did 

Gideon have 70 sons by his wives, or 71.  

We hear he had seventy sons from his many 

wives.  Then we hear that he had a son by a 

slave woman he owned.  Next, we hear that 

Abimelek killed seventy sons of Gideon, 

and then we hear that Jotham escaped.  So 

was the youngest son – Jotham – number 71, 

or did Abimelek kill ‘only’ 69 of Gideon’s 

sons. 

Anyone asking this question, is TOTALLY 

missing the point.   

Abimelek murdered all but one of Gideon’s 

sons – ostensibly, so that he could become 

king over, who?  All Israel?  The city of 



Shechem?  Shechem and Beth Millo??  It’s 

all very unclear – just like Abimelek’s 

thinking. 

 

Jotham climbs to the top of Mount Gerizim 

which overlooked the city of Shechem.  

From his perch up there, Jotham was able to 

call down to the citizens of Shechem.  From 

there, he could be heard, have his say, and 

get away before anyone could catch up with 

him. 

 

Let’s think about the parable that Jotham 

tells to the Shechemites.  A very pointed 

message, indeed!  He tells the parable about 

the trees seeking to anoint a king to rule 



over them.  (Abimelek is anointed by 

Shechem & Beth Millo.) 

 

In this parable, the olive tree, the fig tree, 

and the vine all refuse the position of king 

over trees.  This is a picture of Gideon 

refusing the kingship Israel tried to get him 

to take.  They had offered it to Gideon, his 

son, and his grandson, but he’d have no part 

of it.   

Another point of interest is the very high 

value that was placed on each of the “trees” 

that Jotham mentioned:  1) the olive tree 

gives valuable fruit and oil; 2) the fig tree 

gives a nutritious and valuable fruit, and; 3) 

the vine provides the fruit of the vine that 

brings grapes and wine.  These are symbolic 

‘trees’ of great value to all. 



 

 

Notice what ‘tree’ Jotham likens Abimelek 

to.  In his parable to the Shechemites, 

Jotham calls Abimelek a thorn bush, or a 

bramble.  The bramble’s only “gift” to man, 

thorns and no shade – useful only for the 

fire. 

Jotham seems to catch the spirit of 

Abimelek when he made his offer to the 

Shechemites; (vs. 15) … it is fire that the 

thorn bush tells the trees it will use to 

consume the cedars of Lebanon if they don’t 

“come and take refuge in my shade.” 

 

 



By this fable Jotham signified to the 

Shechemites that the most worthy men in 

Israel, figured by the olive, the fig-tree, and 

the vine, which bear the most useful and 

excellent fruits, had not aimed at kingly 

dominion over them; and that his father 

Gideon had even refused it, when offered to 

him.  By the bramble, the most worthless of 

shrubs, accepting the offer of the trees to be 

their king, and calling to them to put their 

trust in its shadow, though by its nature it 

could afford no shadow or protection to 

them, he shows what a worthless choice they 

had made. 

 

Refuge in the shade of a bramble for a 

cedar!?  Does that sound as pathetic to you 

as it does to me? 



 

 

At the end of his speech to Shechem, Jotham 

minces no words with them.  He phrases 

both sides of the argument, but in reality, 

there was only one way to look at what had 

been done. 

Shechem dealt dishonorably with Gideon’s 

family – his sons.  They dishonored 

Gideon’s military victory over their 

enemies, and murdered his sons. 

 

 

Jotham proclaims what he is asking God to 

do based on Shechem & Abimelek’s actions 

in verses 19-20.   



“19So have you acted honorably and in good 

faith toward Jerub-Baal and his family 

today?  If you have, may Abimelek be your 

joy, and may you be his, too!   20But if you 

have not, let fire come out from Abimelek 

and consume you, the citizens of Shechem 

and Beth Millo, and let fire come out from 

you, the citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo, 

and consume Abimelek!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


