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It is probably right for me to go back and 

read a few set-up verses from Chapter 8, to 

bring us up to date on who it is Chapter 9 is 

talking about.   

Chronologically, what we are about to read 

takes place after Gideon’s rout of the armies 

of Midian, Amalek, and Ishmael.  All the 

tribes of Israel who had been called to join 

in tracking down those who escaped from 



the 300, came; and finished off their 

enemies at the fords of the Jordan. 

Now… Chpt 8 

 

29Jerub-Baal (Gideon) son of Joash went 

back home to live.  30He had seventy sons of 

his own, for he had many wives.  31His 

concubine, who lived in Shechem, also bore 

him a son, whom he named Abimelek. 

 

 

Judges 9:1-6 

1Abimelek son of Jerub-Baal went to his 

mother’s brothers in Shechem and said to 

them and to all his mother’s clan, 2“Ask 

all the citizens of Shechem, ‘Which is better 



for you:  to have all seventy of Jerub-Baal’s 

sons rule over you, or just one man?’ 

Remember, I am your flesh and blood.” 

3When the brothers repeated all this to the 

citizens of Shechem, they were inclined to 

follow Abimelek, for they said, “He is 

related to us.”  4They gave him seventy 

shekels of silver from the temple of Baal-

Berith, and Abimelek used it to hire reckless 

scoundrels, who became his followers.  5He 

went to his father’s home in Ophrah and on 

one stone murdered his seventy brothers, the 

sons of Jerub-Baal.  But Jotham, the 

youngest son of Jerub-Baal, escaped by 

hiding.  6Then all the citizens of Shechem 

and Beth Millo gathered beside the great 

tree at the pillar in Shechem to crown 

Abimelek king. 



 

 

 

 

Tomorrow we will hear from Gideon’s only 

surviving son of one of his wives – Jotham.  

For today, we need to take a good look at 

this “son of the concubine” – Abimelek.  

There had to have been some deep-seated 

hatred which had built up inside Abimelek’s 

spirit for him to have gone to Ophrah and 

murdered all of Gideon’s “legitimate” sons 

except for Jotham – who hid from his 

murderous step brother.  

 

Of course, there were multiple things in play 

that added to his hatred. 



• Abimelek likely grew up distant from the 

rest of the brothers– Shechem was six 

miles away from Gideon’s home of 

Ophrah.  He was not likely raised with a 

sense of belonging to the rest of the 70 

brothers. 

• Abimelek likely had a disastrous 

relationship with his father Gideon. 

• The 70 brothers likely gave Abimelek no 

reason to feel “part of the family.” 

• Abimelek felt more ‘connected’ to his 

mother’s brothers – his uncles – who 

lived in Shechem with him.   

 

No matter if there was a single underlying 

cause, or if it was the weight of it all; 

Abimelek took advantage of the strength of 

his plot – which incidentally, was financial 



support from the Shechemites, which were 

used to purchase a mercenary army 

(reckless scoundrels, our text called them). 

 

In case you hadn’t figured it out yet, 

Shechem was a Canaanite city – at this 

point, very likely a mixture of Canaanite 

peoples, as Israel had many dealings with 

Shechem; at least one of which consisted of 

Israel killing all the men of the city. 

 

Shechem first appears in the Hebrew Bible 

in Genesis 12:6-8, which says that… 

“6Abram traveled through the land 

as far as the site of the great tree 

of Moreh at Shechem.  At that 

time the Canaanites were in the 



land.  7The Lord appeared to 

Abram and said, “To your 

offspring I will give this land.” 

So, he built an altar there to the 

Lord, who had appeared to him. 

 

Because of this, the nation of Israel holds 

Shechem as – in some measure – a hallowed 

place.  A place of remembrance. 

 

And yet, it is the same place that Jacob’s 

daughter Dinah was raped by "Shechem the 

son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the 

land of Shechem.” 

THAT was when Dinah’s two brothers, 

Simeon & Levi killed all the newly 



circumcised men of Shechem.  As Jacob 

said to his two sons in Genesis 34:30. 

 

30Then Jacob said to Simeon 

and Levi, “You have brought 

trouble on me by making me 

obnoxious to the Canaanites and 

Perizzites, the people living in this 

land.  We are few in number, and 

if they join forces against me and 

attack me, I and my household 

will be destroyed.” 

 

Of course, at the time of that incident, 

“Israel” consisted of fewer than 70 people. 

Not so now, in the time of the Judges, where 

Israel had come up out of Egypt with at least 



600,000 men – women and children, not 

included. 

 

The inference within the text is that the sons 

of Gideon would have maintained – what we 

are assuming was the case in point – rule, or 

overseeing capacity, in the region. 

Hence, Abimelek killing the rest of the sons 

of Gideon, promoted him as the “king” of 

Shechem, and likely the entire region. 

 

We will get to hear from Jotham in 

tomorrow’s verses, but we never hear from 

him again after that.  The only other Jotham 

in scripture is Jotham the king, and son of 

King Uzziah.  (2 Kings 15-16, 2 Chronicles 

27, Hosea, Micah – they are ALL the king) 



 

I know this was more of a history lesson 

today than anything, but I’m hoping it helps 

to understand what will be happening in the 

verses and chapters to follow. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 


