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Judges 8:22-35 

22The Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over 

us—you, your son and your grandson—

because you have saved us from the hand of 

Midian.” 

23But Gideon told them, “I will not rule over 

you, nor will my son rule over you.  The 

Lord will rule over you.”  24And he said, “I 

do have one request, that each of you give 

me an earring from your share of the 



plunder.”  (It was the custom of the 

Ishmaelites to wear gold earrings.) 

25They answered, “We’ll be glad to give 

them.”  So, they spread out a garment, and 

each of them threw a ring from his plunder 

onto it.  26The weight of the gold rings he 

asked for came to seventeen hundred 

shekels, not counting the ornaments, the 

pendants and the purple garments worn by 

the kings of Midian or the chains that were 

on their camels’ necks.  27Gideon made the 

gold into an ephod, which he placed in 

Ophrah, his town.  All Israel prostituted 

themselves by worshiping it there, and it 

became a snare to Gideon and his family. 

28Thus Midian was subdued before the 

Israelites and did not raise its head again. 



During Gideon’s lifetime, the land had 

peace forty years. 

29Jerub-Baal son of Joash went back home 

to live.  30He had seventy sons of his own, 

for he had many wives.  31His concubine, 

who lived in Shechem, also bore him a son, 

whom he named Abimelek.  32Gideon son of 

Joash died at a good old age and was buried 

in the tomb of his father Joash in Ophrah of 

the Abiezrites. 

33No sooner had Gideon died than the 

Israelites again prostituted themselves to the 

Baals.  They set up Baal-Berith as their god 
34and did not remember the Lord their God, 

who had rescued them from the hands of all 

their enemies on every side.  35They also 

failed to show any loyalty to the family of 



Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) in spite of all 

the good things he had done for them. 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

Wow!  Right off the bat, they want to make 

Gideon king of Israel!  This is why they 

said, “Rule over us—you, your son and 

your grandson—because you have saved us 

from the hand of Midian.” 

 

Mentioning a familial succession of men to 

rule over them, is the very making of a 

“king” and his “kingdom.” 

 



 

In verse 23-24 of our text we read, 

23But Gideon told them, “I will not rule over 

you, nor will my son rule over you.  The 

Lord will rule over you.” 24And he said, “I 

do have one request, that each of you give 

me an earring from your share of the 

plunder.” (It was the custom of the 

Ishmaelites to wear gold earrings.) 

 

 

To his credit, Gideon wanted no part of 

being Israel’s king.  He felt that the Lord 

Jehovah was Israel’s king – and he was 

right. 



Years later, when Samuel judged Israel, he 

would have his own conversation with the 

Lord on the topic of kings.   

Hear God’s opinion as to who Israel’s 

king was. 

 

6But when they said, “Give us a king to lead 

us,” this displeased Samuel; so, he prayed to 

the Lord.  7And the Lord told him: “Listen 

to all that the people are saying to you; it is 

not you they have rejected, but they have 

rejected me as their king. 

 

Gideon landed on his feet there.   

But, while it was not a monarchy he wanted, 

Gideon did covet something else – the 

priest’s garment.  And for himself, Gideon 



chose a pure gold ephod, made from the 

earrings of the Ishmaelites they had killed. 

 

The angel of the Lord had already had 

Gideon tear down the altar to Baal and hew 

down the Asherah pole that accompanied it.  

Then He had him build a proper altar to the 

Lord.  You can see where Gideon may have 

been sensing a call to a prophetic calling, 

but the priesthood – it was a trap, in the end. 

 

As Israel gathered to Ophrah to inquire of 

their judge, Gideon; they began to worship 

the golden ephod, instead of, the Lord, God. 

 



Or as our text said it, “27Gideon made the 

gold into an ephod, which he placed in 

Ophrah, his town.  All Israel prostituted 

themselves by worshiping it there, and it 

became a snare to Gideon and his family.” 

 

Gideon’s judgeship was good for Israel’s 

prosperity.  It brought them peace for 40 

years.  For himself, Gideon pulled fire onto 

his own lap by keeping a concubine in 

Shechem.  This woman bore Gideon a son, 

to add to the seventy sons he already had at 

Ophrah – his name Abimelek.  We will hear 

more about him tomorrow. 

 



For some reason, any time one of these great 

judges of Israel dies, the nation seems to 

turn to idolatry a heartbeat later!   

 

In some measure this stands as testimony 

that it cannot be people whom we follow:  

we must follow the Lord.   

We pray that those who lead us, would 

follow closely to the Lord themselves; and 

that leading, they would lead our way to the 

Lord. 
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