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Judges 8:4-21 

4Gideon and his three hundred men, 

exhausted yet keeping up the pursuit, came 

to the Jordan and crossed it.  5He said to the 

men of Sukkoth, “Give my troops some 

bread; they are worn out, and I am still 

pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of 

Midian.” 

6But the officials of Sukkoth said, “Do you 

already have the hands of Zebah and 



Zalmunna in your possession?  Why should 

we give bread to your troops?” 

7Then Gideon replied, “Just for that, when 

the Lord has given Zebah and Zalmunna 

into my hand, I will tear your flesh with 

desert thorns and briers.” 

8From there he went up to Peniel and made 

the same request of them, but they answered 

as the men of Sukkoth had.  9So he said to 

the men of Peniel, “When I return in 

triumph, I will tear down this tower.” 

10Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor 

with a force of about fifteen thousand men, 

all that were left of the armies of the eastern 

peoples; a hundred and twenty thousand 

swordsmen had fallen.  11Gideon went up by 

the route of the nomads east of Nobah and 

Jogbehah and attacked the unsuspecting 



army.  12Zebah and Zalmunna, the two kings 

of Midian, fled, but he pursued them and 

captured them, routing their entire army. 

13Gideon son of Joash then returned from 

the battle by the Pass of Heres.  14He caught 

a young man of Sukkoth and questioned 

him, and the young man wrote down for him 

the names of the seventy-seven officials of 

Sukkoth, the elders of the town.  15Then 

Gideon came and said to the men of 

Sukkoth, “Here are Zebah and Zalmunna, 

about whom you taunted me by saying, ‘Do 

you already have the hands of Zebah and 

Zalmunna in your possession?  Why should 

we give bread to your exhausted men?’” 
16He took the elders of the town and taught 

the men of Sukkoth a lesson by punishing 

them with desert thorns and briers.  17He 



also pulled down the tower of Peniel and 

killed the men of the town. 

18Then he asked Zebah and Zalmunna, 

“What kind of men did you kill at Tabor?” 

“Men like you,” they answered, “each one 

with the bearing of a prince.” 

19Gideon replied, “Those were my brothers, 

the sons of my own mother.  As surely as the 

Lord lives, if you had spared their lives, I 

would not kill you.”  20Turning to Jether, his 

oldest son, he said, “Kill them!”  But Jether 

did not draw his sword, because he was only 

a boy and was afraid. 

21Zebah and Zalmunna said, “Come, do it 

yourself.  ‘As is the man, so is his 

strength.’”  So, Gideon stepped forward and 



killed them, and took the ornaments off their 

camels’ necks. 

 

 

Yesterday we heard Gideon using self-

effacing language, from a humble spirit. 

Today we see the fury that He was capable 

of when his fellow Israelites failed to 

support his military route with bread for 

Gideon’s 300 men. 

 

Both cities – Sukkoth & Peniel – were 

located on the Midianite side (east) of the 

Jordan River.  There, they likely felt they 

had more to lose if they supported Gideon 

against Midian.  In his wrath, however, 

Gideon came back with the two enemy 



kings in tow, and punished (whipped) the 

elders (governing body) of the city with 

desert thorns and briers.  It sounds 

excruciating. 

If that weren’t enough, Gideon “also pulled 

down the tower of Peniel and killed the men 

of the town.”  (Judges 8:17) 

 

We aren’t given any insight as to what 

motivated him more – the total failure to 

support their Israelite brothers who were 

fighting their enemies, or perhaps some 

personal anger over the fact that Sukkoth & 

Peniel had actually mocked Gideon and his 

men while refusing to refresh them for 

battle. 

 



Of course, Gideon was eventually going to 

deal with Zebah & Zalmunna – after all, 

Gideon has ‘skin in the game.’  These two 

had killed Gideon’s brothers, the sons of his 

own mother. 

 

When it comes time for the kings of Midian 

to die, Gideon tries to have his oldest son, 

Jether – still only a boy – kill them with his 

sword.   

I’m sure Gideon felt that this was the most 

disrespectful death he could have given 

two warrior kings – death by dweeb (no 

offence, kid – just sayin’). 

 

Alas, the boy was too intimidated to even 

draw his sword.  We aren’t really told why a 



lad on the lower edge of manhood would be 

out on this venture – certainly he wasn’t a 

part of the 300, do you think?  I mean, did 

his mother bring him there after the return 

from battle?  More question than answer 

here. 

 

Either way, Gideon has no qualms about 

stepping forward and killing Zebah and 

Zalmunna. 

You devastated Israel for sport – not even to 

plunder!  Do you remember from Chapter 6 

where we read, “5They came up with their 

livestock and their tents like swarms of 

locusts?  It was impossible to count them or 

their camels; they invaded the land to 

ravage it.  6Midian so impoverished the 



Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for 

help.” 

In some measure, Gideon probably was 

thinking, “Die, enemy of Jehovah!”  or 

perhaps he was thinking like Inigo Montoya 

from the Princess Bride, 

“You killed my brothers – prepare to die!” 

 

Either way, there was some dying going on 

there. 

 

As for Zebah & Zalmunna – they likely felt 

they would die a more noble (and quicker) 

death, if Gideon slew them, rather than a 

mere child with a blade. 

 



In his humility and in his wrath, Gideon 

prevailed over the situations, and was 

known at this point for both his strength 

AND his dignity. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


