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It’s going to look like we are reading very 

little this morning.  But you’ll see that it 

opens up several topics of discussion.  First 

of all, these first three verses seem to be ‘out 

of place’ in the telling of the story.  They 

would flow better if they were put after 

verse 21 instead.  I only say this because the 

conversation we’ll read about this morning 

sounds more like the whining that goes on 

after a victory has been won and people are 

talking through all the highlights or 



lowlights of the battle.  Verse 4 and 

following, occur right in the middle of the 

chase scene that happens after the 

Midianites, Amalekites, and Arabs fled the 

perimeter of the 300 – killing 120,000 of 

their own people as they went – so I think it 

flows better when you think about it.  

Maybe that’s just me. 

So, let’s read the first 3 verses of Judges 8. 

 

Judges 8:1-3 

1Now the Ephraimites asked Gideon, “Why 

have you treated us like this?  Why didn’t 

you call us when you went to fight Midian?” 

And they challenged him vigorously. 

2But he answered them, “What have I 

accomplished compared to you?  Aren’t the 



gleanings of Ephraim’s grapes better than 

the full grape harvest of Abiezer?  3God 

gave Oreb and Zeeb, the Midianite leaders, 

into your hands.  What was I able to do 

compared to you?”  At this, their resentment 

against him subsided. 

 

 

 

We see the multi-faceted Gideon in  

Chapter 8.   

Gideon leads with either humility or force, 

whichever is determined to get the job done 

in the best possible way. 

 



In the first instance, Ephraim gets snooty in 

their attitude for not having been asked to 

join Gideon in the first “call to arms” 

Gideon made to other tribal affiliations.  Of 

course, there’s always more than meets the 

eye, isn’t there? 

 

If you remember, the 12 sons of Jacob 

(who God had renamed, Israel) became the 

twelve tribes of Israel.  Two of those 12 

brothers, Levi and Joseph, are not 

mentioned in the tribal disbursement of land 

in Canaan.  We can turn to Genesis 48 to see 

why that is.  Genesis 48:5-6 

5“Now then, your two sons born to you in 

Egypt before I came to you here will be 

reckoned as mine; Ephraim and Manasseh 

will be mine, just as Reuben and Simeon are 



mine. 6Any children born to you after them 

will be yours; in the territory they inherit 

they will be reckoned under the names of 

their brothers.” 

 

Joseph is given a double portion of land, as 

his sons – Manasseh & Ephraim – are 

listed in the land disbursement, and Joseph’s 

omitted.  As to Levi; this tribe of priests 

were given land dispersed throughout all of 

Israel – so the priests would be among the 

people on the local level.   

 

Back to Manasseh & Ephraim.  When 

Joseph brought his sons before his father 

Jacob, the old man blessed them, placing his 

right hand (the hand of highest blessing) 



onto Ephraim’s head and then crossing over 

to put his left hand onto Manasseh’s head; 

Jacob pronounced that Ephraim would 

become greater than his older brother. 

 

The tribe of Ephraim seems to have a “why 

didn’t you invite me to the dance” attitude 

problem.   They have indeed, exceeded their 

elder brother, Manasseh – even as Gideon 

points out, the gleanings of Ephraim’s grape 

harvest were greater than the whole of his 

family’s grape harvest. 

But while Ephraim is willing to be 

offended and insolent, Gideon is ready to be 

humble and self-effacing, claiming, “What 

have I accomplished compared to you?” 

 



Gideon exercised what king Solomon would 

later pen, “1A gentle answer turns away 

wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” 

Proverbs 15:1 

He disarms their insolence by his humility; 

their anger by his meekness. 

 

We do well to emulate Gideon’s wise use of 

humility in our relationships with others. 

Our enemy knows that if he can get us to 

speak harshly with others, that anger can stir 

up a pot that doesn’t need stirring!  Let’s 

work against the enemy of our souls, rather 

than falling into his traps. 

 

PRAYER 


