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Yesterday we saw Gideon and his servant 

Purah snooping on the front lines of the 

Midianite armies, where they overheard the 

dreams of their enemy, and the 

interpretation of God, coming out of the 

mouth of his fellow Midianite.  It was there 

that we left him… worshiping! 

 

We pick up there again today in verse 15. 

 



Judges 7:15-25 

15When Gideon heard the dream and its 

interpretation, he bowed down and 

worshiped.  He returned to the camp of 

Israel and called out, “Get up!  The Lord has 

given the Midianite camp into your hands.” 
16Dividing the three hundred men into three 

companies, he placed trumpets and empty 

jars in the hands of all of them, with torches 

inside. 

17“Watch me,” he told them.  “Follow my 

lead.  When I get to the edge of the camp, do 

exactly as I do.  18When I and all who are 

with me blow our trumpets, then from all 

around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For 

the Lord and for Gideon.’” 

19Gideon and the hundred men with him 

reached the edge of the camp at the 



beginning of the middle watch, just after 

they had changed the guard.  They blew 

their trumpets and broke the jars that were in 

their hands.  20The three companies blew the 

trumpets and smashed the jars.  Grasping the 

torches in their left hands and holding in 

their right hands the trumpets they were to 

blow, they shouted, “A sword for the Lord 

and for Gideon!”  21While each man held 

his position around the camp, all the 

Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. 

22When the three hundred trumpets sounded; 

the Lord caused the men throughout the 

camp to turn on each other with their 

swords.  The army fled to Beth Shittah 

toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel 

Meholah near Tabbath.  23Israelites from 

Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were 



called out, and they pursued the Midianites. 
24Gideon sent messengers throughout the 

hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come 

down against the Midianites and seize the 

waters of the Jordan ahead of them as far as 

Beth Barah.” 

So, all the men of Ephraim were called out 

and they seized the waters of the Jordan as 

far as Beth Barah.  25They also captured two 

of the Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. 

They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and 

Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb.  They 

pursued the Midianites and brought the 

heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was 

by the Jordan. 

 

 



Once Gideon quit worshiping, he got 

working!  He immediately summons the 300 

to arms… well, … arms, as it were.  Any 

true weapons were fashioned at their sides 

as the 300 held trumpets in their right hands 

and torches in earthen jars in their left.  In 

units of 100, they roughly circled their 

enemy’s camps, and then toward the 

beginning of the 2nd watch – roughly, 10 or 

11pm – they blasted their trumpets, broke 

open their torches and began to shout:  “A 

sword for the Lord and for Gideon!”  

(Vs. 18) 

 

The terror which Midian felt was truly, a 

terror from God. 



Vs. 22 tells us that, “22When the three 

hundred trumpets sounded, the Lord caused 

the men throughout the camp to turn on 

each other with their swords.” 

Midianites, Amalekites, Arabs; all pushed in 

toward the middle of the camp by the 300 

who, we are told in verse 21, “21While each 

man held his position around the camp, all 

the Midianites ran, crying out as they fled.” 

 

I love that!  “While each man held his 

position…” 

God leaves something for Gideon’s Band to 

do while He is causing confusion and deadly 

mayhem to break out in the enemy camps.  

Just because God has promised to “win the 

day” for Gideon, doesn’t mean that God 



doesn’t want Gideon to put some real skin in 

the game. 

They hold their position!  Did any of them 

ever actually have to wield a sword in the 

battle?  I don’t know, but if they did – 

hoorah! – if they only had to stand blowing 

trumpet, screaming “A sword for the Lord 

and for Gideon,” without flinching – well, 

double hoorah. 

They held their position – they stood their 

ground! 

Remember the words of Ephesians 6:13, 

13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so 

that when the day of evil comes, you may be 

able to stand your ground, and after you 

have done everything, to stand. 

 



It would be a great mini-refresher for your 

spirit to read Ephesians 6:10-20 today.  

Meditate on that for a while. 

 

 

Of course, with only 300 men and an army 

where 120,000 swordsmen died in the 

madness that erupted in a camp with more 

camels than “sand on the seashore, it is no 

wonder that there were holes in the 

perimeter through which the enemy armies 

fled.  Otherwise, we wouldn’t need chapter 

8.  But that’s tomorrow. 

 

 

For now, this is one more example of God 

knowing what He was doing regardless of if 



anyone else could see it coming.  God still 

had plans for all those who answered the call 

to arms which Gideon had made to the tribes 

around him – Asher, Naphtali, and all 

Manasseh.  He wanted to receive the glory – 

especially in the eyes & hearts of Israel – for 

this victory.  He wanted the heart of Israel to 

turn back to Himself.  But the Lord would 

use all of those who answered the call.   

Now it was time for the cleanup operations – 

chasing down those Midianites who had fled 

the camp.  

And they answered the call this time too! 

 

  Even Ephraim was invited to battle this 

time; and they would receive high praise 

from Gideon when the fighting was finished. 



More on Gideon and Ephraim in Chapter 8. 

 

 

As Christ’s men and women, our weapons 

are a good and just testimony of faithfulness 

to God, which may flash the light of holy 

lives on a dark world.  We may break the 

sleeper’s slumbers to a glad waking, and win 

the noblest of victories by leading them to 

enlist in the army of our Captain, and to 

become partakers of His conquests by letting 

Him conquer, and thereby save them. 

 

PRAYER 

 

 



 

May we not also venture to apply the 

peculiar accoutrements of the victorious 

three hundred to ourselves? Christ’s men 

have no weapons to wield but the sounding 

out from them, as from a trumpet, of the 

word of the Lord, and the light of a Christian 

life shining through earthen vessels. If we 

boldly lift up our voices in the ancient war-

cry, and let that word peal forth from us, and  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


