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We’ve already established that Gideon was a 

cautious, “nervous Nellie.”  His position 

with the Lord all along the way was, “Who 

me?  Are you sure??  Would you mind 

giving me some kind of sign??? 

As we move forward into Gideon’s most 

famous foray, he stays true to form… and… 

it’s a … cause for worship  



 

Judges 7:1-15a 

1Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, 

Gideon) and all his men camped at the 

spring of Harod.  The camp of Midian was 

north of them in the valley near the hill of 

Moreh.  2The Lord said to Gideon, “You 

have too many men. I cannot deliver 

Midian into their hands, or Israel would 

boast against me, ‘My own strength has 

saved me.’  3Now announce to the army, 

‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn 

back and leave Mount Gilead.’”  So, 

twenty-two thousand men left, while ten 

thousand remained. 

4But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are 

still too many men. Take them down to the 

water, and I will thin them out for you 



there.  If I say, ‘This one shall go with 

you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one 

shall not go with you,’ he shall not go.” 

5So Gideon took the men down to the water. 

There the Lord told him, “Separate those 

who lap the water with their tongues as a 

dog laps from those who kneel down to 

drink.”  6Three hundreds of them drank 

from cupped hands, lapping like dogs.  All 

the rest got down on their knees to drink. 

7The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three 

hundred men that lapped I will save you and 

give the Midianites into your hands.  Let all 

the others go home.”  8So Gideon sent the 

rest of the Israelites home but kept the three 

hundred, who took over the provisions and 

trumpets of the others. 



Now the camp of Midian lay below him in 

the valley. 9During that night the Lord said 

to Gideon, “Get up, go down against the 

camp, because I am going to give it into 

your hands.  10If you are afraid to attack, go 

down to the camp with your servant Purah 
11and listen to what they are saying. 

Afterward, you will be encouraged to attack 

the camp.” So, he and Purah his servant 

went down to the outposts of the camp.  
12The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the 

other eastern peoples had settled in the 

valley, thick as locusts.  Their camels could 

no more be counted than the sand on the 

seashore. 

13Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a 

friend his dream.  “I had a dream,” he was 

saying.  “A round loaf of barley bread came 



tumbling into the Midianite camp.  It struck 

the tent with such force that the tent 

overturned and collapsed.” 

14His friend responded, “This can be 

nothing other than the sword of Gideon son 

of Joash, the Israelite.  God has given the 

Midianites and the whole camp into his 

hands.” 

15When Gideon heard the dream and its 

interpretation, he bowed down and 

worshiped. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

 



Gideon had plenty to be worried about.  You 

see, he wasn’t kidding when he asked the 

Lord, “but how can I save Israel?  My clan 

is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the 

least in my family.” 

 

Gideon may have been buff – we don’t 

know.  He may have been quite a young 

Israelite specimen of a man.  No matter!  In 

his own head and heart, he was the weakest 

link in the chain! 

This is why God loved using Gideon – he 

was totally self-effacing.  There is no way 

Gideon wanted any part of this venture 

unless he could be AS CERTAIN AS 

POSSIBLE, that the Lord was going to win 

this battle for him – if only, he’d do as God 

asked him to. 



And the Lord wanted Israel to know that it 

was He who had won the victory over their 

enemies that day.  He wanted them to know 

His faithfulness – that He could be taken 

(trusted) at his word.   

 

So, how better to let Israel know that their 

military prowess was not to be praised for 

the victory?  Let them take an army of 300 

to fight against an army described as “thick 

as locusts.  Their camels could no more be 

counted than the sand on the seashore.” 

Vs. 12b 

 

 

Mission accomplished!  There’s no way in 

the world that anyone would – not even the 



Israelites – believe that 300 men could 

defeat an army like that!  Of course, you 

know where that leaves our boy, right? 

Shaking in his boots! 

No worries; God already knew that, and He 

had a plan to bolster Gideon’s confidence so 

that he didn’t end up getting weak knees 

when it was time to move out!  He doesn’t 

wait for Gideon to initiate, either.  Instead 

the Lord gets him out of bed in the middle of 

the night and encourages Gideon to go down 

to the enemy outposts to eavesdrop – get this 

– IF Gideon is SCARED! 

 

 

Now, I don’t know if the Lord led Gideon 

and his servant Purah directly to the outpost 



where these two sentries were sharing this 

dream and it’s interpretation… OR …if the 

Lord had sent this dream and interpretation 

to wide numbers of enemy combatants who 

may have been sleeping, all dreaming the 

same dream so that Gideon couldn’t help but 

come upon such a conversation. 

 

 

Either way, Gideon heard all the 

encouragement that he needed, and then and 

there…  he…  bowed…  down…  and… 

worshiped! 

 

Right there!  Right on the edge of the enemy 

lines – Gideon worshiped the Lord!   

 



PRAYER 

 

 

 

Questions 

Can you think of some ways that God 

might ask you to attempt much, with 

little? 

 

Has this ever happened in your life 

before? 

 

Was God faithful to accomplish His will? 

 

 



 

 

 


