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Judges 6:25-40 

25That same night the Lord said to him, 

“Take the second bull from your father’s 

herd, the one seven years old.  Tear down 

your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the 

Asherah pole beside it.  26Then build a 

proper kind of altar to the Lord your God on 

the top of this height.  Using the wood of the 



Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the 

second bull as a burnt offering.” 

27So Gideon took ten of his servants and did 

as the Lord told him.  But because he was 

afraid of his family and the townspeople, he 

did it at night rather than in the daytime. 

28In the morning when the people of the 

town got up, there was Baal’s altar, 

demolished, with the Asherah pole beside it 

cut down and the second bull sacrificed on 

the newly built altar! 

29They asked each other, “Who did this?” 

When they carefully investigated, they were 

told, “Gideon son of Joash did it.” 

30The people of the town demanded of 

Joash, “Bring out your son.  He must die, 



because he has broken down Baal’s altar 

and cut down the Asherah pole beside it.” 

31But Joash replied to the hostile crowd 

around him, “Are you going to plead Baal’s 

cause?  Are you trying to save him? 

Whoever fights for him shall be put to death 

by morning!  If Baal really is a god, he can 

defend himself when someone breaks down 

his altar.”  32So because Gideon broke down 

Baal’s altar, they gave him the name Jerub-

Baal that day, saying, “Let Baal contend 

with him.” 

33Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and 

other eastern peoples joined forces and 

crossed over the Jordan and camped in the 

Valley of Jezreel.  34Then the Spirit of the 

Lord came on Gideon, and he blew a 

trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to 



follow him.  35He sent messengers 

throughout Manasseh, calling them to arms, 

and also into Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali, 

so that they too went up to meet them. 

36Gideon said to God, “If you will save 

Israel by my hand as you have promised— 
37look, I will place a wool fleece on the 

threshing floor.  If there is dew only on the 

fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will 

know that you will save Israel by my hand, 

as you said.”  38And that is what happened. 

Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed 

the fleece and wrung out the dew—a 

bowlful of water. 

39Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be 

angry with me.  Let me make just one more 

request.  Allow me one more test with the 

fleece, but this time make the fleece dry and 



let the ground be covered with dew.”  40That 

night God did so.  Only the fleece was dry; 

all the ground was covered with dew. 

 

 

There are a few things for us to consider 

here this morning.   

1. God asks Gideon to build Him a 

‘proper’ altar, and to sacrifice one of 

his father’s bulls on it. 

2. To fire the offering, God has Gideon 

cut down the pagan wooden Asherah 

pole next to the altar of Baal, that He 

also had Gideon destroy. 

3. Joash gets religion 

4. Gideon test God 

Let’s look at each, in turn. 



1. God asks Gideon to build Him a 

‘proper’ altar, and to sacrifice one of 

his father’s bulls on it. 

 

God wants Gideon to make a bold statement 

right off the bat.  Even though Gideon is still 

hesitant (he does the work at night), he tears 

down the altar of Baal – certainly, a two-bull 

job – and builds an altar to the Lord. 

 

 

2. To fire the offering, God has Gideon 

cut down the pagan wooden Asherah pole 

next to the altar of Baal, that He also had 

Gideon destroy. 

 



Adjacent to the altar of Baal was the typical 

Asherah pole – a phallic symbol dedicated 

to Astarte – a Canaan goddess of fertility.   

REMEMBER – the Canaanites had been 

allowed to live alongside many of the 

Israelite communities – instead of being 

destroyed, as the Lord had initially 

instructed Israel when they “conquered” the 

Promised Land.  These locals would have 

been incensed when they found their pagan 

altar and symbol destroyed when they 

awoke in the morning.  These are those who 

sought to kill Gideon. 

 

 

3. Joash gets religion 



When the hostile crowd comes to demand 

Joash turn over his son, Joash instead tells 

the crowd that “If Baal is a god, let him fight 

for himself!” 

Remember, this is a man who had this altar 

to Baal and Asherah pole ON HIS OWN 

PROPERTY! 

But Joash – and likely, the rest of the men of 

Manasseh – instead, recognize the zeal of 

the Lord in Gideon, and they renew their 

spiritual commitment to the Lord Jehovah, 

and tell the Baal following Canaanites to go 

pound sand! 

 

 

This in turn opens Gideon to the Spirit of the 

Lord coming upon him, and he sends 



messengers throughout Manasseh, Asher, 

Zebulun and Naphtali – calling them to arms 

against the Midianites and their cohorts.  

One interesting note – he does not call 

Issachar to come fight with them, even 

though they lived in the immediate vicinity. 

This is likely because Issachar was cut off 

from joining because the Midianites were 

encamped in the heart of their country. 

 

So, Gideon calls, and 32,000 armed warriors 

show up to fight.  But I’m getting ahead of 

myself. 

 

4. Gideon tests God 

Many people have a tendency to think that it 

is wrong to test God.  But it is more, caution 



that Gideon is using here, than anything 

else.  After all, he has already admitted to 

not being a man of great significance.  That 

is all about to change, and Gideon wants to 

be sure he’s doing the right thing.  So, he 

asks God to re-iterate his intentions of being 

with Gideon and Israel in this venture. 

The caution of Gideon, desirous of being 

assured that he really had a promise from 

God, does not imply doubts as to God's 

faithfulness or power to fulfill His promise. 

There is no such trace of doubt in Gideon's 

character.  He is even found to be a worthy 

example of faith Hebrews 11:32. 

 

 



Some might have a problem with Gideon 

testing the Lord like this.  They may even 

quote Jesus in Matthew 4:7; “It is written 

again, ‘you shall not temp the Lord your 

God.'” 

BUT… 

 

Gideon’s spirit was not contentious or 

arrogant like Satan was tempting Jesus to 

be.  Rather, Gideon was scared and 

terrified; if he was going to go and do such 

a monumental thing as save Israel from her 

enemies, he absolutely HAD to know the 

directive came from God and not his own 

flesh.  He was asking for confirmation.  It is 

also wise for us today to seek confirmation 

of God’s voice.  We can’t just listen to any 



voice which might be our own voice or the 

voice of the devil. 

 

And you would be right to mention that 

Gideon didn’t stop with just one test.  

Wasn’t that pretty nervy?  No, because it 

was God who was calling Gideon to do 

things for him, not Gideon who was 

concocting a plan of his own.  God knew 

that Gideon lacked courage and needed a 

strong dose of encouragement.  He never 

minds encouraging us.1 

 

There are times when it is appropriate and 

called for to do something similar to what 

Gideon did. An example is if God initiates a 

command or plan in your life and you need 



to know for sure if it is really God. The Lord 

does not mind being tested when we humbly 

ask for wisdom and confirmation to truly be 

in the center of his will. 

But be careful about the way you set up 

fleeces and use them very sparingly. Fleeces 

often represent a less mature walk with God. 

Some use them almost like a fortune teller. 

There are other good, solid ways to know 

the will of God in a matter. Always seek 

God’s Word first because God will never 

direct you to a course outside his Word.2 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

 



 

 

 

1. https://biblehub.com/commentaries/bar

nes/judges/6.htm 

 

2. https://hannahscupboard.com/st-gideon/ 
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