
Gideon 

A message from our Lord! 

April 20, 2020 

by 

Rev. Charles W. Pendleton, Jr. 

 

There are going to be some ups and downs 

in our study of the judgeship of Gideon.  

Some highlights and some lowlights. 

 

Today – probably all lowlights.  Sorry, but 

we’re good, right?  We just got through with 

a wonderful day of worship on Sunday – we 

can handle a little manic Monday, right? 

 

 



Judges 6:1-10 

1The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the 

Lord, and for seven years he gave them into 

the hands of the Midianites.  2Because the 

power of Midian was so oppressive, the 

Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in 

mountain clefts, caves and strongholds.  
3Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, 

the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern 

peoples invaded the country.  4They camped 

on the land and ruined the crops all the way 

to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for 

Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys.  
5They came up with their livestock and their 

tents like swarms of locusts.  It was 

impossible to count them or their camels; 

they invaded the land to ravage it.  6Midian 



so impoverished the Israelites that they cried 

out to the Lord for help. 

7When the Israelites cried out to the Lord 

because of Midian, 8he sent them a prophet, 

who said, “This is what the Lord, the God of 

Israel, says:  I brought you up out of Egypt, 

out of the land of slavery. 9I rescued you 

from the hand of the Egyptians.  And I 

delivered you from the hand of all your 

oppressors; I drove them out before you and 

gave you their land.  10I said to you, ‘I am 

the Lord your God; do not worship the gods 

of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’  

But you have not listened to me.” 

 

PRAYER 

 



Wow!  We’ve got some very serious 

pictures to deal with here, don’t we? 

 

1st Picture –  

Israel again, does evil in the sight of the 

LORD. 

 

This is not an unfamiliar picture, but it 

certainly isn’t one we want to linger over.  

Israel seems to be really good at following a 

leader.  If their leader is righteous, the 

people seem to follow suit and live in 

righteousness – or at least, in some 

semblance of righteous living.  But when a 

void in leadership shows up – BANG! – 

they go right back to “doing evil in the sight 

of the LORD.” 



FYI – idolatry! 

I know we haven’t come to it yet – after all 

it is the last verse in the book of Judges, but 

– the final witness to what it was like to be 

an Israelite in those days is found in  

Judges 21:25. 

25In those days Israel had no king; 

everyone did as they saw fit. 

 

This certainly describes Israel after the time 

of Deborah & Barak. 

 

 

 

 



2nd Picture –  

Midian was more interested in ravaging 

the land, than they were conquering it. 

 

Verse 3 tells us that the Midianites were 

joined in their raiding parties (swarms) by 

Amalekites and “other eastern peoples” – 

likely sons of Ishmael (Arab peoples). 

 

The Midianites – at least – were a very 

interesting – if not brutal – people.  They 

had much gold, much livestock, and 

innumerable camels.  They killed 

indiscriminately, Israel’s sheep, cattle, and 

donkeys.  They didn’t even take them as 

spoils of war.  In fact, you couldn’t even say 



they were at war.  Verse 5b tells their sole 

purpose in moving throughout Israel – 

they invaded the land to ravage it. 

 

Destruction and impoverishment of the 

people of Israel were their singular joy. 

What a perfect picture of the goal of Satan 

in the believer’s life.  

 

 

 

3rd Picture –  

God sends Israel a prophet – not the 

message they’d hoped for. 

 



When the Israelites cried out to the Lord – 

as people are wont to do once prodigal 

living has left us eating slop – He sent them 

a prophet. 

This prophet had a hard message for Israel: 

You want to dance all night?  You’ve 

got to pay the fiddler in the morning! 

 

You made your bed, now sleep in it! 

 

You get what you bargained for! 

 

Okay, so that wasn’t exactly the message, 

but it wasn’t exactly, not the message, 

either. 



In verses 8 – 10 the prophet delivers the 

Lord, the God of Israel’s message. 

8bI brought you up out of Egypt, out of the 

land of slavery. 9I rescued you from the 

hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered you 

from the hand of all your oppressors; I 

drove them out before you and gave you 

their land. 10I said to you, ‘I am the Lord 

your God; do not worship the gods of the 

Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you 

have not listened to me.” 

 

 

God’s final word through the prophet… 

“But you have not listened to me.” 

 



PRAYER 

 

 


