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Judges 3:12 -31 

12Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and because they 

did this evil the Lord gave Eglon king of Moab power over Israel. 
13Getting the Ammonites and Amalekites to join him, Eglon came and 

attacked Israel, and they took possession of the City of Palms.  14The 

Israelites were subject to Eglon king of Moab for eighteen years. 

15Again the Israelites cried out to the Lord, and he gave them a deliverer 

— Ehud, a left-handed man, the son of Gera the Benjamite.  The 

Israelites sent him with tribute to Eglon king of Moab.  16Now Ehud had 

made a double-edged sword about a cubit long, which he strapped to his 

right thigh under his clothing.  17He presented the tribute to Eglon king 

of Moab, who was a very fat man.  18After Ehud had presented the 

tribute, he sent on their way those who had carried it.  19But on reaching 

the stone images near Gilgal he himself went back to Eglon and said, 

“Your Majesty, I have a secret message for you.” 

The king said to his attendants, “Leave us!”  And they all left. 

20Ehud then approached him while he was sitting alone in the upper 

room of his palace and said, “I have a message from God for you.”  As 

the king rose from his seat, 21Ehud reached with his left hand, drew the 

sword from his right thigh and plunged it into the king’s belly.  22Even 



the handle sank in after the blade, and his bowels discharged. Ehud did 

not pull the sword out, and the fat closed in over it.  23Then Ehud went 

out to the porch; he shut the doors of the upper room behind him and 

locked them. 

24After he had gone, the servants came and found the doors of the upper 

room locked.  They said, “He must be relieving himself in the inner 

room of the palace.”  25They waited to the point of embarrassment, but 

when he did not open the doors of the room, they took a key and 

unlocked them.  There they saw their lord fallen to the floor, dead. 

26While they waited Ehud got away.  He passed by the stone images and 

escaped to Seirah.  27When he arrived there, he blew a trumpet in the hill 

country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went down with him from the 

hills, with him leading them. 

28“Follow me,” he ordered, “for the Lord has given Moab, your enemy, 

into your hands.” So, they followed him down and took possession of 

the fords of the Jordan that led to Moab; they allowed no one to cross 

over.  29At that time they struck down about ten thousand Moabites, all 

vigorous and strong; not one escaped.  30That day Moab was made 

subject to Israel, and the land had peace for eighty years. 

31After Ehud came Shamgar son of Anath, who struck down six hundred 

Philistines with an ox goad.  He too saved Israel. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 



Verse 12 starts us out with the inevitable assessment – Israel did evil in 

the eyes of the Lord.  This was brought home in yesterday’s devotion, as 

well.  Just as inevitable – if you take God at His word – is the Lord 

giving the enemies of Israel, power over them to – as Chapter 2 stated – 

“test,” or “try” them. 

As He has in the past – and will again – the Lord withholds His blessing, 

and allows Israel’s enemies to subject them to tribute and abuse.  This 

time Moab enlists the help of two other of Israel’s enemies – Ammon 

and Amalek.  For 18 years Israel serves Eglon (Moab). 

 

It is interesting that in this book entitled Judges, Ehud is never called by 

that title, but instead is simply noted as a “deliverer.”  Important enough, 

to be sure; but he seems to lack the moral imperative necessary to be a 

judge in Israel.  He does seem to be a man of passion, possessing a 

strong motivation to personal and national freedom from tyranny. 

 

Today we would have no problem saying Ehud clearly assassinated a 

public official.  Legally, we consider it a crime associated with treachery 

and cowardice. 

The ruder morality of that time, coupled with the circumstances of 

Israel, scattered and oppressed; waiting for some sign of bold patriotism 

to give it new heart.  It’s no doubt someone who chose to act as Ehud 

did, would never incur the objections then/there, that we now attach to 

assassination.  

Nevertheless, it is not possible to make a complete defense of 

Ehud.  His act was treacherous.  The man he slew was a 

legitimate king, and is not said to have done his ruling ill. 



Even allowing for the period, there was something peculiarly 

detestable in striking one to death who stood up reverently 

expecting a message from God.  Yet Ehud may have 

thoroughly believed himself to be a Divine instrument.  

This too we see, that the great just providence of the 

Almighty is not impeached by such an act. No word in the 

narrative justifies assassination; but, being done, place is 

found for it as a thing overruled for good in the development 

of Israel’s history.  (1) 

 

Thankfully, God never wastes even the sinful deeds of men, when they 

might be used by Divine Wisdom to some spiritual end.  Through his 

treacherous act, followed by his quick return home to rally an army in 

Ephraim, Ehud lead Israel into a battle whose fruits were eaten in liberty 

for the next 80 years! 

 

So, what can we take from this little section for ourselves, that we 

might better serve the Lord? 

Israel failed to make anything of the freedom they won that day.  Instead 

of flourishing spiritually from the benefits of freedom and liberty, they 

misused that freedom and squandered those opportunities. 

In this country we have been raised to value the liberties that are ours as 

American citizens.  That value is espoused in the belief that man must 

have freedom, and must even have the power of misusing it if he is to 

arrive at the best. It is in liberty that adulthood is nursed, and 

therefore in liberty that religion matures.  Despotic laws mean 



tyranny, and tyranny denies the soul its responsibility to justice, truth, 

and God.  Liberty! 

Only maturing in spirit shows that we value our liberty.  The words 

which open the next chapter show what we are running from, when we 

are running towards spiritual maturity.  1Again the Israelites did evil in 

the eyes of the Lord, now that Ehud was dead.  (Judges 4:1) 

 

This side of the cross we would call that spiritual growth, sanctification.  

The purifying of our nature, through the indwelling Spirit of Christ; 

moving us onward and upwards in Christ-likeness as we yield Him 

control of our bodies and souls. 

 

 

PRAYER 

 

 

Bonus thought: 

We see it in the history of nations, those that have led the 

way and those that are following; the possessors of clear faith 

have won it in liberty.  In Switzerland, in Scotland, in 

England, the order has been, first civil freedom, then 

Christian thought and vigor.   

Wallace and Bruce prepare the way for Knox;  

Boadicea, Hereward, the Barons of Magna Charta prepare the 

way for Wycliffe and the Reformation;  



the men of the Swiss Cantons who won Morgarten and 

routed Charles the Bold prepared the way for Zwingli and 

Farel.   

 

Israel, too, had its heroes of freedom; and even those who, 

like Ehud and Samson, did little or nothing for faith and 

struck wildly, wrongly for their country, did yet choose 

consciously to serve their people and were helpers of a 

righteousness and a holy purpose they did not know.  When 

all has been said against them it remains true that the freedom 

they brought to Israel, was a Divine gift.  (2) 

 

 

HIGHER GROUND 

 

I’m pressing on the upward way 

New heights I’m gaining every day 

Still praying as I’m onward bound 

Lord, plant my feet on higher ground 

  

                    Lord, lift me up and let me stand (Chorus) 

By faith, on Heaven’s tableland 

A higher plane than I have found 



Lord, plant my feet on higher ground 

  

My heart has no desire to stay 

Where doubts arise and fears dismay 

Though some may dwell where those abound 

My prayer, my aim, is higher ground 

 

I want to live above the world 

Though Satan’s darts at me are hurled 

For faith has caught the joyful sound 

The song of saints on higher ground 

 

I want to scale the utmost height 

And catch a gleam of glory bright 

But still I’ll pray, 'till heaven I’ve found 

Lord, plant my feet on higher ground 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1 Expositor’s Bible Commentary.  biblehub.com 

2 Ibid. 

 


