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Although I know we already ended with verse 10 of our text on 

Tuesday, I felt it was worth beginning with it again here today.  So, new 

territory, except for the first verse. 

 

Judges 2:10-23 

10After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, 

another generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what he had 

done for Israel.  11Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and 

served the Baals.  12They forsook the Lord, the God of their ancestors, 

who had brought them out of Egypt.  They followed and worshiped 

various gods of the peoples around them.  They aroused the Lord’s anger 
13because they forsook him and served Baal and the Ashtoreth’s.  14In 

his anger against Israel the Lord gave them into the hands of raiders who 

plundered them. He sold them into the hands of their enemies all around, 

whom they were no longer able to resist.  15Whenever Israel went out to 

fight, the hand of the Lord was against them to defeat them, just as he 

had sworn to them.  They were in great distress. 

16Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of 

these raiders.  17Yet they would not listen to their judges but prostituted 



themselves to other gods and worshiped them.  They quickly turned 

from the ways of their ancestors, who had been obedient to the Lord’s 

commands.  18Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, he was 

with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long 

as the judge lived; for the Lord relented because of their groaning under 

those who oppressed and afflicted them.  19But when the judge died, the 

people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their ancestors, 

following other gods and serving and worshiping them.  They refused to 

give up their evil practices and stubborn ways. 

20Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel and said, “Because this 

nation has violated the covenant I ordained for their ancestors and has 

not listened to me, 21I will no longer drive out before them any of the 

nation’s Joshua left when he died.  22I will use them to test Israel and see 

whether they will keep the way of the Lord and walk in it as their 

ancestors did.”  23The Lord had allowed those nations to remain; he did 

not drive them out at once by giving them into the hands of Joshua. 

 

PRAYER 

 

You know, it’s funny.  So many times, I speak to people about the fact 

that God sees down through time and eternity – that from His 

perspective, nothing actually ever takes Him by surprise.  I tell them 

that, although we are blinded by tomorrow, He never is.  Rarely 

however, have I thought about how this allows Him to prepare paths of 

salvation to us in meaningful, redemptive ways.  The end of this passage 

is a case in point.  But of course, I don’t want to go there quite yet. 

 



In our reading today we see that the Israelites who were resident in the 

Promised Land after Joshua and all of the others who had originally left 

Egypt through God’s mighty hand, “knew neither the Lord nor what he 

had done for Israel.” (vs. 10) 

 

Quite honestly, I haven’t really known too many people like that in my 

life.  But increasingly, it seems that they are becoming more of a 

majority in the world.  I think this text provides us some insight into 

what those kinds of people end up like.  They end up being god-

searchers – with a ‘little’ ‘g.’ 

 

Some of the gods they ended up worshipping were Baal (or the Baals), 

Ashtoreth, and – though not listed here specifically – Molech.  Baal was 

very likely a term used for many different “local” gods, worshipped by 

the Canaanite peoples.  These different gods stretched the gamut of 

exercising their faith with sexual cultic fertility practices, and with the 

sacrifice of children, often first-born males through sacrifice by fire.  

 

These perverse – and need I say, forbidden by God – practices stirred up 

the heart of God against the nation of Israel.  As verses 14-15 state, 

“14In his anger against Israel the Lord gave them into the hands of 

raiders who plundered them.  He sold them into the hands of their 

enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist.  
15Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the Lord was against 

them to defeat them, just as he had sworn to them.  They were in great 

distress.” 

 



One might be tempted to think that God would just wipe Israel off the 

face of the map, but instead what did He do?  He sent them judges – men 

& women of God – who saved Israel out of the hands of their enemies.  

For a while anyway.  While each particular judge lived.  This is what 

this book of Judges is filled with.  The stories of the Godly judges who 

stood in the gap for Israel and tried to lead them toward God and away 

from pagan worship.  It always seemed to be short-lived.  This went on 

for around 300 years. 

Unfortunately, each time the judge the Lord raised up died, the people 

grew even more wicked; “following other gods and serving and 

worshiping them.” (vs. 19) 

 

It interests me to see how the writer of Judges used very polarized 

language to describe how the Israelites either did, or did not serve Him.  

As we re-read verse 19 in its’ entirety, we see that God noted the lack of 

righteousness in Israel when He stated, “19But when the judge died, the 

people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their 

ancestors, following other gods and serving and worshiping them.”  So, 

their ancestors were seen as disobedient to God. 

 

And yet, in verse 22 God says, “22I will use them – that is, the 

Canaanites – to test Israel and see whether they will keep the way of the 

Lord and walk in it as their ancestors did.”  So here, God sees 

ancestral Israel as obedient to Him. 

 



Was God confused?  No, He was not.  But it is interesting to see that He 

recognizes both obedient, and disobedient behavior in His children – 

hating the one, and cherishing the other. 

 

In verses 20 – 22, we see how the anger of the Lord resulted in His using 

the Canaanite nations as the litmus test for whether or not Israel had a 

heart to follow Him. 

 

But let me come back at last, to the point I made after our prayer.  God 

uses His ability to see down through time before things ever occur, to 

prepare paths of salvation to us in meaningful, redemptive ways.  To 

know what I mean by that, we have to re-read the very last verse of our 

text. 

Judges 2:23 

23The Lord had allowed those nations to remain; he did not drive them 

out at once by giving them into the hands of Joshua. 

 

Imagine if God had allowed Joshua to drive out all of the nations of the 

Canaanites.  Then Israel would have been left in a land flowing with 

milk and honey, with no enemies around them to harass them.  Sounds 

like heaven, right?  No!  This would have been terrible.  Remember, 

these were a people “who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done 

for Israel.” 

They did not know God! 

Imagine leaving such a people in paradise! 



The Canaanites who were left in the land were the foxholes where Israel 

would cry out to the Lord for mercy.  They were the reason Israel would 

be oppressed and afflicted; the very reason that they would then cry out 

for mercy and deliverance to the Lord Jehovah! 

And God left them there. 

What about us? 

Are there any Canaanites that have been left in our lives?  If so, don’t 

you know that God has left them there so that we might see our utter 

dependence upon His mercy and grace; upon his deliverance and 

salvation. 

Turn to Him in your affliction, and let the Lord defeat the enemies of 

your soul – whatever they be.   

 

PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 


