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Yesterday we looked at Joshua’s Charge to Israel.  He noted the fact that 

these people (Israel) had grown up watching God move on their behalf 

in truly miraculous ways.  He stated that he and his household would 

follow the Lord, no matter what anyone else did. 

But let’s look for a minute at God’s declaration concerning the parents 

of these Israelites. 

Numbers 14 tells us why it is that only those who were under 20 years 

old when Israel left Egypt, entered into the Promised Land. 

28So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Lord, I will do to you the 

very thing I heard you say: 29In this wilderness your bodies will fall—

every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the 

census and who has grumbled against me. 30Not one of you will enter the 

land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb son of 

Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 31As for your children that you said 

would be taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you 

have rejected. 32But as for you, your bodies will fall in this wilderness. 
33Your children will be shepherds here for forty years, suffering for 

your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the wilderness. 
34For forty years—one year for each of the forty days you explored the 

land—you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me 

against you.’ 35I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will surely do these things 



to this whole wicked community, which has banded together against me. 

They will meet their end in this wilderness; here they will die.” 

 

Verse 33 told us who it was that Joshua was charging with following the 

Lord.  Their parents had rebelled to the point that God refused to let 

them enter into the Promised Land.  These who entered now were their 

children who had seen with their own eyes, everything the Lord had 

done to the Egyptians. (vs. 7) 

 

So, what was the response of these children of Israel? 

 

Joshua 24:16-27 NIV 

16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to 

serve other gods!  17It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and 

our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed 

those great signs before our eyes.  He protected us on our entire journey 

and among all the nations through which we traveled.  18And the Lord 

drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in 

the land.  We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.” 

19Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord.  He is 

a holy God; he is a jealous God.  He will not forgive your rebellion and 

your sins.  20If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, he will turn 

and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been 

good to you.” 

21But the people said to Joshua, “No!  We will serve the Lord.” 



22Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you 

have chosen to serve the Lord.” 

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. 

23“Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are 

among you and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 

24And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God and 

obey him.” 

 

25On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at 

Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws.  26And Joshua 

recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God.  Then he took a 

large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the 

Lord. 

27“See!” he said to all the people.  “This stone will be a witness against 

us.  It has heard all the words the Lord has said to us.  It will be a 

witness against you if you are untrue to your God.” 

 

PRAYER 

 

Wow!  This is a very serious passage of scripture, isn’t it?  It very much 

reminds me of Luke 14, where Jesus is talking to the large crowds 

following him, and tells them, “You must count the cost, if you want to 

be my disciples.” 

As a matter of fact, Jesus puts it even more forcefully, “27And whoever 

does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.”  



(Lk. 14:27) 

 

What about us? 

If we have any take-away today from this passage of scripture, what is 

it? 

Well, I’m going to do something a little different this morning.  I’m 

going to ask you to answer that question – on line.  Yup!  I’m asking 

YOU.  Can you think of a take-away for us (for yourself, even) this 

morning? 

Post it here on this feed. 

And don’t forget – even if you don’t have a response – please say hi, or 

post a smiley face to let me know you watched today. 

 

PRAYER 

 

We will pick up here in the last verses of Joshua 24 next Monday.  I’m 

not certain what verses from the book of Judges we will look at, but 

probably a few from Chapter 2 (we’ll go back the next day to Chapter 

1).  If you read ahead, you may see why I’m doing it this way. 

 

God bless you.  Have a great day!  Bless, and be blessed. 

 

 



MONDAY’S Scripture 

28Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own inheritance. 

29After these things, Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at 

the age of a hundred and ten.  30And they buried him in the land of his 

inheritance, at Timnath Serah in the hill country of Ephraim, north of 

Mount Gaash. 

31Israel served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the 

elders who outlived him and who had experienced everything the Lord 

had done for Israel. 

32And Joseph’s bones, which the Israelites had brought up from Egypt, 

were buried at Shechem in the tract of land that Jacob bought for a 

hundred pieces of silver from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem.  

This became the inheritance of Joseph’s descendants. 

33And Eleazar son of Aaron died and was buried at Gibeah, which had 

been allotted to his son Phinehas in the hill country of Ephraim. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


