
Fitchburg Church of the Nazarene
Sunday, March 27, 2022

Matthew 25:14-23
REVIVAL

Opening: Yesterday’s raking; My platform length vs. Blanca’s sanctuary length
Introduction-This was scheduled as my first message for revival; 1st; last, last; 1st?

I was looking for work…

One of the areas of ministry was to provide for a “Selah” moment or a pause, a break such as
we have in the Book of Psalms.

It was to provide for a retreat, a period for renewal for the pastor…

Your pastor John Pendleton gave me work!
In a quest for a sabbatical, the D.S. referred me to your pastor.

A pastor from Valley Chapel in Uxbridge served during the 1st month of the sabbatical

I prayed for the pastor who served during the 1st month

I am certain you have prayed for us as well.

It was continuity that your pastor has requested for these two months…Shall we

Read Matthew 25:14-23.

Why did we stop at verse 23 you ask?  That’s not our business!

Revival is what we are here for.  Let us pray!

The context of Ch. 25 in Matthew-It really begins in Ch. 19

19: 27 Peter, the disciple says to Jesus, “Behold, we have left everything and
followed You; what then will there be for us?” In verse 29, the Lord replies, “everyone
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms on
account of My name, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life. 30
But many who are first will be last; and the last, first.

If you are a disciple, you will be rewarded!
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Our context is also in Ch. 20

20:1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.

Explain the rest of the parable.

If you are a laborer in God’s Kingdom, you too will be rewarded:

Let’s look at Ch. 21…

21:33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard
and put a fence around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and he leased it
to vine-growers and went on a journey. 34 And when the harvest time approached, he
sent his slaves to the vine-growers to receive his fruit. 35 And the vine-growers took his
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again, he sent other slaves,
more than the first; and they did the same things to them. 37 But afterward he sent his
son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the vine-growers saw the
son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let’s kill him and take
possession of his inheritance!’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard,
and killed him. 40 Therefore, when the [r]owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to
those vine-growers?” 41 They *said to Him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched
end and lease the vineyard to other vine-growers, who will pay him the fruit in the proper
seasons.”

43 Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to
a people producing its fruit.

If you produce fruit for the Kingdom, you will be rewarded

This brings us to our text…Matthew 25

14 “For it is just like a man about to go on a journey,...

Friends, when you go on a journey, I do know about you!  You’re coming back.

Page 2 of 5

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2021&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23865r


The Landowner would return at some point.  This is an earthly teaching with a heavenly
meaning.  It is a parable.

But the reality is…Jesus is coming back and with the Lord, 1 day is as a thousand years,
and a 1,000 years= 1day.  2nd Peter 3:8

I want to be ready to meet with my reward!  How about you?

14 “The landowner entrusted his slaves with his possessions…

His prized possessions are under our care.

The responsibility for its prosperity or its decline is mine!

I will be held accountable.

Re: My Father’s business:

Do you remember in Luke 2 when Mary and Joseph, those responsible parents who lost
track of their son, Jesus?  After traveling for miles they discovered that Jesus was not in
their caravan.  In retracing their steps, they made their way back to the temple and were
astonished when they found their boy teaching the elders.   Son, we’ve been looking all
over for you, to which He replied, “Why is it that you were looking for me? Did you not
know that I must be about My Father’s business?”

In our parable, what did the landowner do?

15 To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to
his own ability; …

God gives to each of us according to what we are able to handle.

In Luke 12:48, “to whom much is given, much is required.”
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Guess who is coming back from His journey?...

19 “Now after a long time the master of those slaves *came and *settled accounts with
them. 20 The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more
talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have earned five more
talents.’

22 “Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you
entrusted two talents to me. See, I have earned two more talents.’

REVIVAL Friends! This is Revival! You will see as the slave sees!

You will see as the servant sees!

It is in our faithfulness to which we shall See revival take place!

Revival will be in the eyes of the beholder.  Revival will be in our SEEING.

Revival we shall testify to! Testimony of “84 Campus Crusade @ Daytona Spring Break

(Not shared-no time) Matthew 13:9-16, The one who has ears, let him hear.” 10 And the
disciples came up and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?” 11 And
Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. 12 For whoever has, to him
more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but whoever does not have, even
what he has shall be taken away from him. 13 Therefore I speak to them in parables;
because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they
understand. 14 And in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says,

You shall keep on listening, but shall not understand; And you shall keep on looking,
but shall not perceive; For the heart of this people has become dull, With their ears
they scarcely hear, And they have closed their eyes, Otherwise they might see with
their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their heart, and return, And I would
heal them.’ 16 But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because
they hear.

Matthew 24:45 “Who then is the faithful and sensible slave whom his master put in
charge of his household, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that
slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes.
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Will it be you?  Do you want it to be you?

Will you allow me to pray for you and anoint you with oil that you may engage in the
business of His forever increasing Kingdom?

Worship Team

Final song

Benediction:

Matthew 25:23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were
faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter the joy of your
master.’

WE ARE ABLE TO ENTER THE JOY OF OUR MASTER…THIS IS REVIVAL

Friends, it is the Lord Himself sending you off…

Send off prayer
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