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I couldn’t have told you yesterday, what I was going to write about 

today.  I felt that I had already covered what I intended to cover from the 

book of Romans for these COVID-19 devotionals, but as I “flipped the 

page” after finishing the last verse of Chapter 12, I was struck by the 

appropriateness of Chapter 13’s message.  So, here we go! 

 

Romans 13:1-10 

1Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 

authority except that which God has established.  The authorities that 

exist have been established by God.  2Consequently, whoever rebels 

against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and 

those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  3For rulers hold no 

terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.  Do you want 

to be free from fear of the one in authority?  Then do what is right and 

you will be commended.  4For the one in authority is God’s servant for 

your good.  But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the 

sword for no reason.  They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring 

punishment on the wrongdoer.  5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to 

the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a 

matter of conscience. 



6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, 

who give their full time to governing.  7Give to everyone what you owe 

them:  If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, 

then respect; if honor, then honor. 

8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 

another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.  9The 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not 

murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,”  and whatever 

other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.”  10Love does no harm to a neighbor. 

Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law. 

 

I know that we are all over the spectrum in our society as to our political 

leanings and affiliations.  Even within the Church of Jesus Christ, people 

are stretched all across the political spectrum.  Most of us feel very 

strongly about our political positions.  Therefore, it is quite counter 

productive for us to sit and debate with one another on issues which 

separate us.  When I’m with friends who differ with me on issues, I try 

to be certain to avoid a confrontation over those issues.  I don’t consider 

myself a coward, but I don’t consider that I’m meant to change 

everyone’s political leanings either.  I don’t know too many imbeciles, 

so I assume people came up with their political leanings in ways that are 

meaningful to them. 

Clearly, not everyone is me.  (Can I get a, “Thank you, Jesus!”)  Some 

folk LIVE for the debate!  What I have come to adopt for myself is, the 

realization that, “A man convinced against his will, is of the same 

opinion still.”  Dale Carnegie uses this quote in his book, “How to Win 

Friends and Influence People,” but he never gives citation for the quote. 



We can’t know with any certainty who first penned that saying, and yet 

it still holds true, doesn’t it?  So, when asked to give my opinion on a 

political issue, I will give it; I will even defend it if asked for my 

rationale; but I will not argue about it.  I said ALL of that to make this 

statement. 

“It doesn’t matter who won the last election – not in ANY race.  

What matters is that I have to decide to either say the Word of God 

is in error, or that it means what it says.” 

If the Word of God means what it says, then I have to accept – even if I 

don’t like the results – that “there is no authority except that which God 

has established.  The authorities that exist have been established by 

God.” (Rom. 13:1) 

 

Not that the people who are still roaming about the country without 

thought or care regarding COVID-19 will care, but verse 2 tells us, 

“2Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling 

against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 

judgment on themselves.” 

 

What I get out of all this is that it is all a matter of conscience.  Whether 

I agree with this politician or that politician is immaterial.  What I am 

held to is the Word of God.  Whether I voted for them or not, if I believe 

the Word of God, “4… the one in authority is God’s servant for (my) 

good.”  That is what THEY will be judged for – have they served “for 

my good?”  In verse 4 Paul goes on to explain that rulers are agents of 

wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 



For me, it is (vs. 5) “a matter of conscience.”  Do I act as if I am 

following God, or to I begrudgingly follow THAT politician!  Paul went 

on to say in verse 7, “7Give to everyone what you owe them:  If you owe 

taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if 

honor, then honor.  A great deal could be said about that, but I want to 

move on to verse 8, because I think it is the Pièce de résistance of this 

passage! 

8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 

another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 

 

“Let no debt remain outstanding” references both backwards, and 

forwards.  Looking backwards, it means to pay our debts of: 

Taxes, revenue (income/profit), respect, and honor.  It doesn’t say you 

can’t pay it begrudgingly, but it does say to pay it!  It might stick in your 

craw, but if honor and respect are due (perhaps by virtue of office), then 

pay it!  Don’t bad mouth and denigrate, just because you didn’t vote for 

the person.  Some did, and they are now God’s agent. 

 

Looking forward from “let no debt remain outstanding,” is Paul’s (and 

the law’s) command to “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  And I think 

that our politicians have told us ad nauseum how to do that over the last 

two weeks! 

We love our neighbors when we stay distanced from them. 

We love our neighbors when we call them to see how they’re doing and 

to offer a listening ear. 



We love our neighbors when we phone and ask the aged if there is 

something we can pick up for them so they don’t have to go out into a 

COVID-19 world. 

We love our neighbors when we order take out at a restaurant – giving 

jobs/paychecks to people who have no other means of living – many we 

know, live hand to mouth; yet they have children at home. 

We love our neighbors when we purchase what we need and not just to 

hoard. 

We love our neighbors when we provide a meal as an expression of 

that love. 

 

If I want to love my neighbors, it is my responsibility to do whatever I 

can–even the things that inconvenience me–to prolong the lives of 

others.  (Laura Turner – Time. March 2020.)  

 

Let’s re-read that verse one more time, only this time, instead of 

listening to what the pastor might say about it – let’s give the Holy Spirit 

opportunity to speak His still, small voice. 

8Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 

another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 

 

Even if it means staying home. 

 

PRAYER 



 

 


