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Romans 12:9a, 14-21 

9aLove must be sincere.     14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do 

not curse.  15Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 

mourn.  16Live in harmony with one another.  Do not be proud, but be 

willing to associate with people of low position.  Do not be conceited. 

17Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Be careful to do what is right in the 

eyes of everyone.  18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone.  19Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave 

room for God’s wrath, for it is written:  “It is mine to avenge; I will 

repay,” says the Lord.  20On the contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

 

21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

PRAYER 

Do you remember the first verse we read a moment ago? 



9aLove must be sincere. 

 

Let’s see if we can apply that verse to the rest of the verses we just read. 

What is it that can help a person to carry out verse 12?   

Only sincere love.  How else can we “Bless those who persecute (us)?”   

 

In Matthew 5:44 Jesus says, “44But I tell you, love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be children of your 

Father in heaven.” 

 

In Luke 6:27-29 Jesus says, 27“But to you who are listening I say:  Love 

your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse 

you, pray for those who mistreat you.  29If someone slaps you on one 

cheek, turn to them the other also.  If someone takes your coat, do not 

withhold your shirt from them.” 

 

Later in Luke 6 Jesus says, “35But love your enemies, do good to them, 

and lend to them without expecting to get anything back.  Then your 

reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because 

he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your 

Father is merciful.” 

 

I’m just glad Jesus didn’t mean any of it, aren’t you?  How could He?  It 

must have been a metaphor for something else, right? 



 

No.  Jesus meant it.  Every single word of it. 

How is that even possible you ask?  It isn’t.  Not without the power and 

love of God operating out, from within you! 

Look at all of these verses in Romans 12 that Paul has laid out for us.  

Yikes!  Seriously, if God doesn’t do a work in our hearts, we will never 

be able to operate with the measure of love that He asks us to use. 

 

Bless those who persecute you?  Isn’t it hard enough just to forgive 

someone who hurt your feelings accidentally?  But nooooo… that’s not 

enough; God wants me to bless someone who out and out hates me and 

is persecuting me? 

 

16b“Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low 

position.”  Say what?!?  I’ve got a reputation to maintain here, you 

know.  Associate with people of low position.  Not for 10 minutes!  It’s 

not that they are bad people, but come on; what will people say if they 

find me talking with that class of person?! 

 

None of this is possible without the kind of love that was shown to us 

while we were still sinners.  Romans 5:6-8 tells us about that kind of 

love. 

 

Romans 5:6-8  



6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ 

died for the ungodly.  7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous 

person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 
8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:  While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

And that is what God is counting on; that we could be willing to have 

the mind of Christ.  A mind that says, “I won’t wait for you to be 

loveable before I love you.  I’m going to love you until you’re loveable.” 

 

So, when we get to the part of our text that talks about heaping burning 

coals onto our enemy’s head, how many of us get excited about that 

prospect? 

To “heap burning coals” on someone’s head – it sounds painful, 

doesn’t it? 

 

But I think we miss the picture.  In our minds eye, we see our enemy 

being destroyed by burning coals on their head.  I don’t think so.  I think 

what happens is a healing takes place with these burning coals.  I’ll 

explain. 

First of all, God said in verse 19 of our text that “vengeance is the Lords 

– He will repay the wicked.”  So that takes OUR role in any vengeance 

right off the board. 

Our text said this is our role with our enemy’s. 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 



if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.” 

 

Does that sound like an eye for an eye, or a tooth for a tooth to you?  Me 

neither!  What it sounds like to me is a big stupid joke!  What I want to 

do if my enemy is hungry is to eat a big, old, juicy 5 Guys burger right 

in front of them.  I want them to smell all that delicious fat and see it 

running down my chin! 

 

But that’s what the Lord wants from us.  Why?  Because the Lord “is 

patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.”  (2 Peter 3:9b) 

 

And that’s where the heaping coals come in.  This is the exciting thing I 

spoke to you about yesterday.  I never understood this passage before.  

You won’t understand what I’m about to say either, unless we go back 

to Isaiah 6:7.  But before we do that, I need to ‘set the table’ for you.  

You need to know what is happening with Isaiah in Chapter 6.  I guess 

the best thing to do is just to read it. 

 

Isaiah 6:1-5 

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, 

seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple.  2Above 

him were seraphim, each with six wings:  With two wings they covered 

their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 

flying.  3And they were calling to one another: 

 



“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the 

temple was filled with smoke. 

5“Woe to me!” I cried.  “I am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 

King, the Lord Almighty.” 

 

Isaiah thought he was going to die!  Why?  Because he (and his people) 

were unclean, and here he is – looking at the King, the Lord Almighty.  

He knows he’s going to die.  He is unholy.  He is in the very Presence, 

of VERY Holiness! 

Isaiah probably thinks his skin is going to melt off of his bones, and his 

bones fly away as grains of sand, like what happened to the Nazi’s at the 

end of the 1st Indiana Jones movie, “Raiders of the lost Ark.”  Remember 

that? 

 

But no.  Instead, we get to see what God likes to do with the unholy 

mess that we are.  Verses 6-7. 

6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which 

he had taken with tongs from the altar.  7With it he touched my mouth 

and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and 

your sin atoned for.” 

Atonement.  Restoration.  These are the purposes of God for those far 

from Himself. 



What was Isaiah’s confession? 

“I am a man of unclean lips, living among a people of unclean lips.” 

Where did the seraphim touch Isaiah with the live coal? 

On his lips… on his mouth. 

 

God is about cleansing the sin from us.  It is no different with our 

enemies.  God desires to cleanse them, and He knows that one way this 

can be affected, is to put live coals on the offending part of our enemy. 

 

Where would that be?  Upon their heads – the residence of their minds 

which have been filled with hostility toward us.  Our acts of “sincere 

love” may just be the medicine that the doctor ordered to change the 

heart of our enemy. 

 

Paul puts it well in the very last verse of our reading: 

21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

If you think I have misread this passage, and that the burning coals are 

about hurting our enemies, then answer me one question: 

“How could Paul have conceived and expressed so unchristian a 

motive for kindness towards enemies!” 

 

PRAYER 


