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1 Samuel 3:10 

10The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

 

For many of you, this is quite a familiar line from a very familiar story.  

I know that the men who are in our Men’s Bible Study studied the 

entirety of 1st and 2nd Samuel about a year ago.  It was a great time of 

study together. 

 

Young Samuel, had come to serve with Eli through a compelling story 

of love – the love of a husband for his wife – the love of a woman for 

the God who heard and answered her prayer. 

 

By way of refresher – the first verse of chapter 3 tells us that, 1“The boy 

Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli.  In those days the word of 

the Lord was rare; there were not many visions.”  And is it any wonder! 



There are some things which amaze me about this particular section of 

Samuel’s story.  First is something that we learned in Chapter 2.  Eli 

(who was very old according to 2:22) had lowered his standards in his 

old age.  His sons (also priests, because they were all from the tribe of 

Levi) were abusing their priestly role and were engaged in abominable 

activities which I won’t get into.  Read Chapter 2 if you can’t 

remember.  Suffice it to say that what the Lord eventually tells Samuel 

that night, is not pleasant news.  We find it in a single verse:  3:13. 

13For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin 

he knew about; his sons blasphemed God, and he failed to restrain them. 

 

We are never told that Eli lost his relationship with the Lord, but it was 

not a pretty picture that evolved from his failure to reign in his two sons.  

Again, you can read about God’s judgment on Eli’s house in Chapter 2 

if you choose to. 

 

Another thing that amazes me about this story is how slow Eli was to 

understand the working of God in young Samuel’s life.  Now, he 

eventually “got it,” but it took a while – three times, to be exact!  That is 

disturbing to me on many levels, but one in particular – especially as I 

‘personalize’ the scriptures for myself.  How slow will I be at discerning 

the will of God if I grow insensitive to those things which God is 

sensitive to?  That’s scary to me, and I think it should be scary to you 

too.  It certainly speaks to how the sin we allow in our lives can have 

ramifications for not only ourselves, but for our posterity, too. 

 

But it’s not all bad news.  Aren’t you happy about that! 



There is after all, Samuel himself in this story.  I’m sorry for continually 

back-tracking through these chapters, but it is the last sentence of 

Chapter 1 which tells us a great deal about young Samuel.    

“And he worshiped the Lord there.” 

 

This was Samuel’s heart: to serve alongside Eli, and to worship the 

Lord.  Nothing gave Samuel more purpose than to do the will of God all 

the days of his life.  But back to the verse I started with this morning. 

 

1 Samuel 3:10 

10The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

 

I wonder; if you and I are honest with God, and with ourselves, can we 

say the same thing?  “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

Certainly, if we are children of God; if we have come to saving faith 

through the blood of Jesus Christ; then there has been at least ONE time 

in our lives when we have listened to what the Lord had to say.  That 

day when we answered the call of the Holy Spirit; when we confessed 

our sinfulness; when we asked for, and received the forgiveness of our 

sin. 

 

The question before us today is, “Are we still listening?”  Some of you 

know that I’m not a huge fan of our listening for “the voice” of God in 



our heads/hearts.  Not that I don’t think He is capable of pulling a 

Samuel with us.  Of course, He can!  God can do whatever God wants to 

do.  Certainly, there are times in our lives when we “sense” the voice of 

the Holy Spirit prompting us to one thing or another – to a truth to live 

out.  But I firmly believe that there is a way that we can ALWAYS hear 

the voice of God, and that is through the reading of the holy scriptures. 

 

Of course, the question remains, “Are we regularly reading God’s 

word?” 

If we are, do we read it so that we can check it off of our ‘to do’ list?  Is 

it an exercise that we know is good for us – so we put in some effort?  

Or are we expectant in our reading of His word – expecting God to 

communicate to us through this means? 

 

Of course, there have been those who never read a single word of 

scripture, who have been pleasing to God; who desperately desired to 

know Him.  I think immediately of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  I think 

of Moses.  But really, do you think that God has given us His Word so 

that we can neglect it?  So that we give it some little fragmentary 

opportunity to speak into our lives. 

 

Brothers and sisters, I understand that not everyone is out of work as a 

result of COVID-19.  But hasn’t it at least brought you some measure of 

“extra” time that could be spent developing a good habit of having time 

with God in the scriptures?  The scriptures which He made sure were 

there for us as a way to know Him; as a way to know His will for us. 



 

It is my prayer that this will be the case for many of you.  As you sit 

down, or turn on an audio reading of the scriptures, say, “Speak, for 

your servant is listening.”   I know He’d love to meet with you there. 

 

PRAYER 

 

Father, help us to know You in the way that Your Son told us would 

lead to eternal life with You when He said,  “3Now this is eternal life: 

that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 

sent.”  It is our desire that we would so come to know You through your 

word, so that, if you desired to speak to our hearts or minds, that we 

would instantly recognize Your voice.  All honor, glory, and praise be 

unto You, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 


