
Fitchburg Church of the Nazarene
Sunday, March 20, 2022
Revival: Praise & Prayer

Isaiah 61:3-11

Worship Team remain standing
Dedicate the message to the worship team…Read Isaiah 61:3-11
Blessed be the Name of Lord, Amen

Friends, the ministry of the worship team is nothing to be taken lightly.

1. Ronald Allen once said, “Worship is standing between two realities:
a. The indescribable holiness of God, AND
b. The inescapable nearness of God

c. In Isaiah 40:25, God is holy beyond description ““To whom then will you
compare Me That I would be his equal?” says the Holy One.

d. In Isaiah 40:27 God is near beyond comprehension “Why do you say, Jacob,
and you assert, Israel, “My way is hidden from the Lord,
And the justice due me escapes the notice of my God”?

2. To quote William Willimon, “Worship is the source of a congregation’s life-its chief
centering activity-we do well to take notice of what signals we are sending on Sunday.”

3. Author James Berkley writes, “God is a progressive.  While the saints are singing,
“gimme that old time religion,” the Almighty is declaring, “Behold, I do a new thing.”

4. Byron Spradlin follows this by saying, “When both tradition and renewal come together in
meaningful, relevant worship, we truly experience a foretaste of heaven on earth.”

In our quest for Revival, I want to speak with you this morning about praise and prayer

Title: Praise & Prayer

Let’s start with prayer, shall we?
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Detail: Massachusetts Village of North Hampton, 1734
Congregational Pastor
Knelt in prayer
Burdened for 1,100 physically alive, but spiritually dead
What will the message be? All is fine, all are saved? OR, unless you are born again-hell.
In that little meetinghouse arose the most notable revival in America
Spilled over to 100 other communities

Jonathan Edwards was his name.
It’s been said, there was nothing like it before and nothing like it has occurred since.

1 yr later, George Whitefield, colleague of John and Charles Wesley, would join
Jonathan

Edwards in the New England revival.

The Great Awakening!  It all started with prayer.
“Jonathan was the flint.  George Whitefileld was the kindling”

But, I must ask, can you have prayer without praise?

Did not the Lord teach us to pray in this manner…”Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed,  hallowed,  hallowed, be thy name?
Does not hallowed mean adoration, praise, exaltation?

In our praying, do we not conclude with a whole lot of emphasis, “For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever?

I am here to say that praise precedes prayer in revival. Songwriter writes,
“To Him who sits on the throne and unto the Lamb.
To Him who sits on the throne and unto the Lamb…
Be glory and honor and power and praises
Be glory and honor and power and praises

Isaiah 55:12
you Shall Go Out With Joy
And Be Led Forth With Peace
The Mountains And The Hills
Will Break Forth Before You
There’ll Be Shouts Of Joy,
And All The Trees Of The Field
Will Clap, Will Clap Their Hands
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U.S. Military in the colonial era conquered many of its foes trailing behind the bugle, the sound
of the trumpet and drum

In worship, we are led into His courts with praise
In worship, we appear before His throne room.
In worship, we are taken into the King’s chambers.

While we are tempted to say, lead the way worship team, revival starts with you,

We must consider Jack Hayford’s statement in that “Christians gather NOT as
individuals praising God, but as a community.  He continues to say that
“as worshippers, we need to recognize one another’s presence and reach out in feeling.”

Together, we ought to sing:

“It’s your breath, in our lungs
So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise,
It’s your breath in our lungs
So we pour out our praise to you only…

And all the earth will shout your praise
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing,
Great are you, Lord

These bones will sing?

Isn’t that the challenge that Ezekiel was brought to?
Was it not at the valley of dry bones to which the Lord asks him, can these bones be

brought back to life?

Only you know, Lord.

Read Ezekiel 37:1-10

And now, Lord, you want these bones furthermore; to sing?

Why shouldn’t we? What’s holding us back?

Have you carefully considered what He has given us in order for us to worship Him?

I want to share with you four (4) categories of what the Lord gives His people that we
might worship Him.
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1. He has given us today…This is the day that the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be
glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)

2. Breath…It's His breath in our lungs. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.

3. He has given us the necessary instruments…
A trumpet, a harp and lyre,
stringed instruments and pipe.
Loud cymbals, resounding cymbals.
The tambourine with dancing

All of these friends are stored up in Psalms 150 (you talk about being organized)

But wait, there’s more.

In Isaiah 61, He gives us a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
and the mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting…

Friends, these are for none other than for Revival

I quote Jack Hayford, “Expressive”, worship, “cultivates a willingness to be taught by and submit
to the Holy Spirit.”

Allow me to preach this morning:

What I see first, is the garland that the Lord places over you, His church.

1. This garland signifies life.

2. You are a living organism unto the Lord.

3. He has placed His wreath upon you. It is a wreath that is imperishable.

4. His crown awaits you.  You are highly favored by God.

5. You are royal.  His splendor and majesty make up your holy array.

But it is not only the garland that befits you…

He has poured out His oil of gladness upon you as well.
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1. This oil permeates your being.

2. You are enriched in Him.

3. His oil allows you to stretch and be made pliable unto His works.

4. This is the oil of anointing. He has anointed you!

5. This oil makes you glad. Therefore rejoice! Everlasting joy is yours!
Sing unto the Lord a new song.  Sing unto the Lord, all saints of Fitchburg!

He has given you new attire! It is a mantle of praise rather than the spirit of heaviness.

(The appeal)...You see, the spirit of heaviness is not for you to bear.

For you and I, it is unbearable.

This is not the yoke that He would put upon you.

Let us put on the mantle of praise unto Him who calls into being things that were not.

For you see friends, revival is right at the door.

Close: Worship Team, will you come and lead us…

Final Worship song

Today, I want our benediction to serve as our “Opening”
May our benediction serve as our praise and our prayer for revival

Psalm 150…

Praise the Lord! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty expanse.
Praise Him for His mighty deeds; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness.
Praise Him with trumpet sound; Praise Him with harp and lyre. Praise Him with tambourine and
dancing; Praise Him with stringed instruments and flute. Praise Him with loud cymbals;
Praise Him with resounding cymbals. Everything that has breath shall praise the Lord.

Praise the Lord!

Page 5 of 5


