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Revival: It is Written

Introduction

Having discovered the Book of the Law, what are we to do with it?
How are we to apply ourselves to the Book?
Is there a purpose for us in it?
Did we stumble upon it?  Was it by accident to which we have come upon it?

Or was it divinely orchestrated by the God of the supernatural?

Allow me, if you will, introduce you to the supernatural…

Genesis-He is our Creator

Exodus-He is our Deliverer

Leviticus-He is our Law

Numbers-He is our ContactTracer, pre-Covid

Deuteronomy-He becomes our Open Door

Joshua-He fights our battles

Judges-He sets us straight

Ruth-He sticks closer than a brother

1st Samuel-We are royal to Him

2nd Samuel-He becomes our Shepherd

1st Kings-It's all about the good, the bad, and the ugly

2nd Kings-Hash tag on all of the above

1st Chronicles-We are introduced to ancestry.com (1st 9 chapters)

2nd Chronicles-We have a home to call our own
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Ezra-We follow His blueprint

Nehemiah-We look to Him as our builder

Esther-We are given a time such as this!

Job-We cannot outlive His patience

Psalms-He hears us even before we open our mouths

Proverbs-We cannot outwit Him

Ecclesiates-Our 20/20 vision does not have to be in hindsight

Song of Songs-He’s in the room

Isaiah-It is a glorious suffering

Jeremiah-We hear His cry

Lamentations-We are reminded to “grow in grace so that we do not groan in disgrace.”

Ezekiel-He is what He eats

Daniel-He denies the self

Hosea-He remains faithful, nonetheless

Joel-He equips us with eyes to see and ears to hear

Amos-We are to seek Him that we may live

Obadiah-Nothing escapes His notice

Jonah-He goes deep in order to reach the outermost

Micah-By this time, you know what He requires of you

Nahum-Vengeance is Mine, saith the Lord

Habbakuk-We walk not by sight, but by faith

Zephaniah-We are confident in this
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Haggai-Let us rebuild

Zechariah-Not by power, nor by might, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord

Malachi-Is He not present?

Matthew-He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords

Mark-He is the Son of God

Luke-He came to serve and not be served

John-We call Him Emanuel-God with us

Acts-We are first and foremost His church

Romans-I’m redeemed, I’m redeemed, praise the Lord!

1st Corinthians-”What’s love got to do with it?”

2nd Corinthians-We are letters of Christ written in His heart

Galatians-Don’t be foolish!

Ephesians-You are what you dress.  Prepare ye for battle!

Philippians-He is our joy

Colossians-Put on the mind of Christ

1st Thessalonians-Behold, I tell you a mystery

2nd Thessalonians-Stay the course

1st Timothy-I see your parents in you

2nd Timothy-Be ready in season and out of season

Titus-You’re on solid food

Hebrews-We’re just passing on through

James-Check yourself out in the mirror
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1st Peter-Are you royal?  Are you peculiar?

2nd Peter-I tell you the truth. None of this was conceived by man.

1st John-In Him, there is light.

2nd John-Do you see Him?  Are you walking in Him?

3rd John-Beloved

Jude-Salvation hits home

Revelation-Amen! Come, Lord Jesus.

Lift up the Bible…Behold, the Supernatural!

He is in this book

If it is the Lord Himself who says, “It is written”,...What are we to do?

Yes, read, read, and read some more…

How do we capture the essence of God’s Word?

Do we find it in Isaiah, the miniature Bible?

Is it summarized in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He sent His only
begotten Son so that whosoever believes in Him will not perish but have
everlasting life?

Allow me to share with you one verse that speaks to the purpose for which “It is Written.”

John 10:27-28 (ok, 2 verses)...”My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me;
and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never perish; and
no one shall snatch them out of My hand.”

Are you ready for the five  points? (Barbara corrected me; it’s 4)

We read so that we might first HEAR…
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Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator
of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary.  His understanding is unsearchable. (Is
40:28)

Faith comes from hearing and hearing, by the Word of Christ (Rom 10:17)

God spoke creation into existence.

We read that we might hear!

Secondly, we read in order that we might grasp…Hearing is of no value until we can genuinely
say, “I hear ya.”

What do you mean, you ask?  Ask any wife and she will fill you in.

Hearing is one thing, but paying attention in order to fully listen and grasp what is being
said is another.  The sheep follow the Shepherd because they know his voice.

But we don’t stop there. We must receive what we hear and what we grasp through the reading
of His Word.

John 1:4 & 5 says, In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  And the light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”

There are many hard sayings of Christ.
The rich young ruler was unwilling to part with his wealth, therefore he could
not receive the hard sayings of the Teacher.

Matthew 10:37 “He who loves father or father more than Me is not worthy of Me.  And he
who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”

OUCH!  Who put that there?

It is Written… You’ve heard it, you grasp it, You receive if for what it's worth…

And now will you believe in it?

Before you reply so quickly, I want to tell you of a man who preached the gospel to so
many, but he came to this juncture where he was challenged as to whether or not that which he
held in his hand was indeed the infallible, authoritative, inspired Word of God.

It is known as the “Tree Stump Prayer”...
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On a daily basis I’m blessed with memories and stories of the many ways God chose to
use my grandfather to reach people around the world over the course of many decades.
Nearly everywhere I go people stop to tell me about how entire families and generations
were impacted by his ministry. It’s humbling.

What many people may not know is that it almost didn’t happen. (not read “Everything
we know of the ministry of Billy Graham from the late 1940s on—”)the massive stadium
events, the evangelistic movies, the radio programs, the counseling of presidents and
kings—hinged on a singular moment in history that took place at the California retreat
center of Forest Home.

His crusade in Altoona, Pa., had been—in his own words—“a flop.” It was spiritually
difficult and he felt things had gone poorly, and it left him questioning whether or not
evangelism should be his focus.

At the same time, a very good friend and contemporary of my grandfather’s, a man
named Charles Templeton, had begun challenging my granddaddy’s way of thinking.He
tried to convince my grandfather that his way of thinking was outdated and the Bible
couldn’t be trusted.

My grandfather had more questions than answers.

While he was at Forest Home, he spent a great deal of time studying the Bible, and he
kept seeing the same phrase pop up. “Thus sayeth the Lord… Thus sayeth the Lord…”
While my grandfather had always accepted in his head the authority of the Scripture,
this became the turning point as he realized in his heart that God’s Word is divinely
inspired, eternal and powerful!

One night at Forest Home, he walked out into the woods and set his Bible on a
stump—more an altar than a pulpit—and he cried out: “O God! There are many things in
this book I do not understand. There are many problems with it for which I have no
solution. There are many seeming contradictions. There are some areas in it that do not
seem to correlate with modern science. I can’t answer some of the philosophical and
psychological questions Chuck and others are raising.”

And then, my grandfather fell to his knees and the Holy Spirit moved in him as he said,
“Father, I am going to accept this as Thy Word—by faith! I’m going to allow faith to go
beyond my intellectual questions and doubts, and I will believe this to be Your inspired
Word!”*

Yes, this is the account of the Late Reverend Billy Graham.
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Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live even if
he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me shall never die.

Do you believe this?”

If you have yet to receive and believe in the name of Jesus as Savior and Lord, you can receive
Him today…

Altar Call

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me: And I give them eternal life;
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand.” John 10:27-28

Closing Prayer

Final worship closing song: Forever

Benediction: And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons,
saying, ‘This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them: 24 “The Lord
bless you and keep you; 25 The Lord make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to
you; 26 The Lord [a]lift up His countenance upon you, And give you peace.” ’

Numbers 6: 22-27
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