
 
 
 

Name of Book: The title of the book, “Exodus,” is derived from the Greek word exodos (Luke 9:31), which means “exit” or 
“departure.” The book takes its name from the central event of Israel’s departure from Egypt, recorded in the book’s first fifteen 
chapters. 

Author: Traditional Moses authorship. In the New Testament book of Mark Jesus calls Exodus “the book of Moses” and there are no 
compelling reasons to deny the Mosaic authorship of the book. 

Date: The book covers a period of approximately eighty years, from shortly before Moses’s birth (c. 1526 BC) to the events that 
occurred at Mount Sinai in 1446 BC. Written after the exodus event (c. 1450–1440 B.C.) and before Moses’ death about 1406 B.C. 

Overall themes presented: Redemption - how God delivered the Israelites and made them His special people. The Law – the 
blueprint for how to live in covenant with & properly worship Yahwey. The Tabernacle - God intended to live among the Israelites 
and manifest His glory - another proof that they were indeed His people. 

Attributes of God presented: 

 “I AM”. Self Existent. Self-Sufficient. Absolute.  Exodus 3: 13-14 “ I AM who I AM” 

 Covenant-keeper.  Exodus 6:5 says God acted in Exodus because he remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. 

 Utterly supreme.  Moses tells Pharaoh in 8:10: “Be it as you say, so that you may know that there is no one like 
the LORD our God.”  No one like Yahweh. 

 Great warrior.  That’s what Yahweh’s defeat of the Egyptian army is all about, as Moses sings about in 15:2-3. 

 Caring provider.  When Israel is hungry, Yahweh feeds them.  Why?  Chapter 16, verse 12: “Then you shall know that I 
am the LORD your God.” 

 

Brief layout to the first half of Exodus: Children of Israel in Egypt; Slavery & Freedom 

 Chapters 1-7 of Exodus, the introduction of Moses / the Israelites being slaves, in bondage in Egypt. 



 Chapters 7-13, Because Pharaoh is ignoring this warning to let God's people go or there would be consequences, God sends 
a series of horrific plagues upon the land. 

 Chapters 13-15, Israel is delivered & Egypt is judged at the Red Sea. 

 Chapters 15-19, Israel journeys to Sinai 

 

Brief layout to the Second half of Exodus: The Law and the Tabernacle 

 Chapters 20-24, The giving of the Decalogue (10 Commandments) & further commands specific to property, society, justice 
& neighborliness 

 Chapters 25 – 40 The Tabernacle - God gives the instructions of how it's to be built, how it’s to be furnished, how it’s to be 
serviced by the priests, who the priests would be. 

 
Exodus Outline: 

I. Setting: Israel in Egypt (1:1-1:22) 
II. Call of Moses (2:1-4:31) 

III. Moses and Aaron: initial request (5:1-7:7) 
IV. Plagues and Exodus (7:8-15:21) 
V. Journey to Sinai (15:22-19:25) 

VI. The Decalogue (20:1-17) 
VII. The Reaction of the People to God's Fiery Presence (20:18-21) 

VIII. The Book of the Covenant (20:22 ; 23:33) 
IX. Ratification of the Covenant (ch 24) 
X. God's Royal Tent in Israel (chs.25-40) 

XI. Instructions concerning the Royal Tent (ch. 25-31) 
XII. Rebellion Threatens Withdrawal of God (ch. 32-34) 

XIII. God's Royal Tent Set Up (chs.35-40) 
 

 

 

 

 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

 

Gen. 12:2 “2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 

Ex. 1:1 These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his household: 2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, 

and Judah, 3 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. 5 All the descendants of Jacob were … 

Gen. 46:8 “Now these are the names of the descendants of Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons. Reuben ….” 

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 



Mark 12:26 And as for the dead being raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God spoke 

to him, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? **Ref: Ex 3:1-4;17** 

Ex. 12:13: “The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 

plague will befall you to destroy you.” 

Ex. 14:4 “I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians 

shall know that I am the Lord.” 

 

Ex. 3:13-14 “Then Moses said to God, ‘If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to 

you,” and they ask me, “What is his name?” what shall I say to them?’ God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’
  
And he said, ‘Say this to 

the people of Israel, “I AM has sent me to you.” 

 

Ex 6:7:  “I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought 

you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.” 

 

Ex. 9:29 “The thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may know that the earth is the LORD'S.” 

 

Ex. 32:1 When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered themselves together to 

Aaron and said to him, ‘Up, make us gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of 

Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’” 

 

Ex. 32:7-10 
 
And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted 

themselves. 
8 
They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf 

and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 

Egypt!’” 
9 
And the Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 

10 
Now therefore let me alone, 

that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.” 

 

Ex. 32:11-13
 11 

But  Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom 

you have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand?
12 

Why should the Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent 

did he bring them out, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your burning anger 

and relent from this disaster against your people. 
13 

Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your 

own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to 

your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 

 

Ex. 40: 34-35 
34 

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
35 

And Moses was not able 

to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.  



 
 
 

Name of Book: The book’s name Leviticus is derives  from the tribe of Levi and is translated from the Greek Septuagint, meaning, 
“things concerning the Levites.” 

Author: Traditional Moses authorship. We find more than fifty occasions when the text says something like, “The LORD spoke to 

Moses” (Leviticus 1:1; 4:1; 5:14; 6:1). The New Testament also refers to Moses as the author of passages from Leviticus (Matthew 

8:4; Luke 2:22; Hebrews 8:5). 

Date: The precise date remains somewhat uncertain, though it likely occurred during the wilderness wandering prior to Moses’ 
death (c. 1406 B.C.). The book reflects the ideals of worship and holiness that were accepted in Israel from the time of Moses to the 
fall of Jerusalem in 587/86 B.C. 

Overall themes presented: Sanctification - God’s forgiveness and acceptance should be followed by holy living and spiritual growth. 
God is Holy, therefore His people should be holy. Atonement Through Sacrifice -Since man failed to live up to God’s righteous 
requirements, a means of atonement was essential so that both his moral lapses and his physical failings could be pardoned. 

Key Verses:  
Ch 20:26 “You shall be holy to me, for I the LORD am holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be 

mine.” 
Ch 22: 31-32 “So you shall keep my commandments and do them: I am the LORD.  And you shall not profane my holy name, 

that I may be sanctified among the people of Israel. 

 

 
Structure & Layout: 
Chapters 1-7: The Offerings 

Chapters 8-10: Establishment of the Priesthood 

Chapters 11-15, 18-27: The Holiness Code—Then and Now 

Chapters 16-17: The Day of Atonement 



 
 
 

Chapters 1-7 explain how ordinary Israelites are to bring offerings to God. There are five main offerings: the burnt offering, the grain 
offering, the peace offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering. 

 burnt offering;(1:3-5) it’s meant as atonement for sin. The placing of the hands on the head is a symbolic act of the transfer 
of the sinner’s guilt onto the bull.  Then the bull is killed for that person’s sins.   

 grain offerings (2:1), offered as acts of devotion and remembrance. 

 peace offerings (3:1), which emphasized the fact that all that belonged to the Israelites was really the LORD’s (3:16-17) 

 sin offering (4:3), which was meant to cover sins that were unintentional, or done in ignorance (4:2).  Even if one doesn’t 
know some action is a sin, it still is.  God’s standards are measured by His own holiness, not by our own awareness. 

 guilt or trespass offering (5:6), which is meant to highlight the wickedness of sin and atone for it at the same time.  This 
particular one is to be offered when one becomes ritually unclean or sins against his neighbor 

 
Chapters 8-10 explain how the nation as a whole is to worship the Lord. We see Aaron’s appointment as Israel’s first high priest with 
all of his descendants “set apart” as priests, how priests are to conduct themselves in the execution of their duties. The main lesson 
for us is that the sins of God’s people require great effort to be “covered” by a seemingly unending flow of sacrificial blood. And once 
again, Christians are reminded of how Christ perfectly fulfilled his role as our “great high priest.”  
 
Chapters 11-15 and 18-27 are sometimes called the “Holiness Code.” Laws about what foods can be eaten or even touched, ritual 
cleanliness – ex: childbirth or leprosy. God is giving them these commands so that in their everyday lives, they’ll be reminded that 
they are a holy nation, a people set apart for the LORD. 
 
Chapters 16-17 – the Day of Atonement.  One day out of the year where God would provide a way by which everyone’s sins would be 
covered—atoned for—and the nation made holy again. 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

 

Hebrews 10:1-3 
 
1For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same 
sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be 
offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3 But in these 
sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 
 
10:12 When Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that 
time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are 
being sanctified. 
 
 



 

Name of Book: Deuteronomy means “second law,” a term mistakenly derived from the Hebrew word mishneh in Deuteronomy 
17:18. In that context, Moses simply commands the king to make a “copy of the law.”  But instead of just a copy, Deuteronomy 
offers a restatement of the Law for a new generation, rather than a mere copy of what had gone before. 

Author: By its own testimony (Deut. 1:1, 5; 31:22), Deuteronomy is the work of Moses. Mosaic authorship is affirmed many times 
elsewhere in the Old Testament (e.g. 2 Kin. 14:6), in ancient Jewish sources (e.g., Josephus), and in the New Testament. However, It 
is widely agreed that Ch. 34 is an addendum, perhaps appended by Joshua, as it speaks on Moses’ death. 

Date: Deuteronomy was written around 1406 BC, at the end of the forty years of wandering endured by the nation of Israel. 

Brief Overview: 

 Historical Prologue - Ch. 1-4 
A review of Israel's relationship with Yahweh to date. Israel is unfaithful & ungrateful to God’s graciousness. He has not 
disowned them but does give covenant stipulations. 
 
General Stipulations: Love and Faithfulness – Ch. 5-11 
Following the commandments because they are set “on their heart”, the center of their being and because God has chosen 
Israel as His own people and has shown His faithfulness to keep His promises. 
 
Specific Stipulations: Justice and Holiness -- Ch. 12-26 
The point of these 15 chapters is that as God’s people in God’s land, they were to worship God alone, reflect God’s holiness, 
and represent God’s justice. This was shown   

o The moral laws are largely permanent and apply directly to us, because they aren’t limited to the national, ethnic 
context of Israel.  A prime example would be the Greatest Commandment (“love the Lord your God”…). 

o On the other hand, the civil laws applied to the political nation of Israel’s governance and justice, 
o and the ceremonial laws dealt with Israel’s temple sacrifices, religious offerings, and national feasts.   These were 

pointing to Christ in the sense that a shadow points to the real thing.  So once Christ came, their purpose was 
complete.  And so they are no longer binding on Christians. 

 



 Martin Luther said, “the principal purpose of the Law in theology is to make men not better but worse; that is, it shows 
them their sin, so that by the recognition of their sin they may be humbled, frightened, and worn down, and so may long 
for grace and for the Blessed Offspring.” 

 
Moses’ Third Speech: Covenant Renewal -- Ch. 27-30 
Promises of great blessings or great curses to those who would follow/disobey the stipulations of the covenant. The 
Problem: The people can only keep the covenant if they are given new hearts—and only God can do that. The Promise: God 
promises He would give a new heart to His people. 
 
Conclusion: Israel’s Future -- Ch. 31-34 

In chapter 31 Moses transfers his authority to Joshua. 
In Chapter 32, we see the song of Moses. 
In chapter 33 Moses bless the tribes 
In chapter 34, Moses breathes his last  

SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 

Deut. Ch 6:4-6: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the LORD is one.  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your might.  And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.”  
 

Ch7: 7-8 “It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you 
were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that 
the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt.” 
 
I John 4:19 “We love because He first loved us.” 
 
Ps. 119:104 “ I gain understanding from your precepts (laws); therefore I hate every wrong path.” 
 
Deut. 28:10-11: “And all the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they shall be afraid of 
you.  And the LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in the fruit of your womb and in the fruit of your livestock and in the fruit of 
your ground, within the land that the Lord swore to your fathers to give you.” 

 

Deut. 28:36-37: “The LORD will bring you and your king whom you set over you to a nation that neither you nor your fathers have 
known. And there you shall serve other gods of wood and stone.  And you shall become a horror, a proverb, and a byword among all 
the peoples where the LORD will lead you away.” 

 

Deut. 30:2-3:  “[When you] return to the LORD your God, you and your children, and obey his voice in all that I command you today, 
with all your heart and with all your soul, then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will gather 
you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you.” 
 
Deut. 30:6, “And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.” 



 
 

Two in One: 

In the Hebrew Bible, these two books were considered one work, though some evidence suggests they were 

written separately and joined in the Hebrew canon (and then separated again in English translations). The 
history recorded in Ezra-Nehemiah spans from the time the Jews began to return to Jerusalem, in 538 BC to a 
century after that first return. Together, Nehemiah and Ezra directed the political and religious restoration of 

the Jews in their homeland after the Babylonian captivity. 
 
Theme of the book(s): 
God is renewing the covenant by restoring His people, the temple, true worship, and Jerusalem.  But it’s not the end, and it doesn’t 
fulfill all the great prophesies.  Thus, His people still look to the future. 
 

Context & Brief Overview of Ezra: 
 Ezra was a direct descendant of Aaron the chief priest (7:1–5), thus he was a priest and scribe in his own right.  

 

 The book of Ezra records two separate time periods directly following the seventy years of Babylonian captivity. 
o  Ezra 1–6 covers the first return of Jews from captivity, led by Zerubbabel—a period of twenty-three 

years beginning with the edict of Cyrus of Persia and ending at the rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem 
(538–515 BC). The focus here is on God’s faithfulness to His promises.  

 Ex: Exactly 70 yrs. of captivity when God moved Cyrus’ heart to allow the Jews to return home 
just as Jeremiah prophesied. Also the return of all the vessels from the House of the Lord. 
Probably included the golden altar, golden table, golden lampstands, golden basins, massive 
bronze pillars, stands, and basins. Enormous wealth, and things that were all irreplaceable, 
restored by God. 
 

o  Ezra 7–10 picks up the story more than sixty years later, after the temple is completed, when Ezra led 
the second group of exiles to Israel (458 BC).  Ch7:9-10 says that “the good hand of his God was on 
him. 10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and 
rules in Israel.” 

 

 The main lesson to see here is that while the exiles have returned and rebuilt the Temple, God hasn’t yet completed 
his plan of salvation.   

o Ezra’s prayer in 9:8.  “But now for a brief moment favor has been shown by the LORD our God, to leave us a 
remnant and to give us a secure hold within his holy place, that our God may brighten our eyes and grant us 
a little reviving in our slavery.” 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ezra%201%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ezra%207%E2%80%9310


Context & Brief Overview of Nehemiah: 
 
 

On its own, the book of Nehemiah could be read as a sequel to the book of Ezra. The book of Nehemiah 

opens in the Persian city of Susa in the year 444 BC. Later that year, Nehemiah traveled to Israel, leading the 

third of three returns by the Jewish people following their seventy years of exile in Babylon. The narrative 

concludes around the year 430 BC. & is the last historical book in the O.T. 
 

- Although the book of Esther appears after Nehemiah in the canon, the events in Esther occurred in the 
time period between Ezra 6 and 7, between the first and second returns of the people to Israel. 

 
 Nehemiah was a layman, not a priest like Ezra nor a prophet like Malachi. He served the Persian king in a secular 

position before leading a group of Jews to Jerusalem in order to rebuild the city walls. 
 

 Nearly 100 years after the first exiles returned, Jerusalem’s walls are still broken down.  This means that the 
people, the Davidic line, and the priest-led worship are all still vulnerable to Israel’s enemies.  Both militarily and 
morally.  So when Nehemiah, a government official serving the Persians in Susa, hears about this, he weeps and 
sets himself to prayer.  

 

o Ch 1:6-7 “Even I and my father's house have sinned.  We have acted very corruptly against you 
and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your 
servant Moses.”  
 

 In chapter 2, Nehemiah travels to Jerusalem, about a decade after Ezra returned.  When he gets there, he’s able 
to convince the people to rebuild the walls. 

o Ch 2:20. “The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and build.”  Divine 
sovereignty and human responsibility. 

 

 Ch 4-7 give some of the details of life during the building of the wall.  
o Opposition from their neighbors. Mockery from their enemies, which turned into attacks from their 

enemies. Complaining by the workers about the cost 
o Ultimately the wall around Jerusalem is built in less than a year, and the people are happy & rejoicing.  

 

 Ch 8-10, we come to the part that everything else has been driving to: the reestablishment of the covenant! 
o 8:8 “They [that is, the Levites] read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, 

so that the people understood the reading.”   
o 10:29 [All the people now] join with their brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse and an oath to 

walk in God's Law that was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the 
commandments of the LORD our Lord and his rules and his statutes. 

 

 Ch 13, the people break the covenant, violating the Sabbath and intermarrying with the surrounding nations. 
Once again, we see the same problems. The law is not yet written on their hearts. This is not the full arrival of 

the kingdom of God, this is not the new covenant with new hearts in the new heaven and the new earth. 
 

o  A greater salvation, greater than the Exodus, greater than the return from exile must yet be 
coming.  A greater kingdom, greater than David’s, greater than Solomon’s, greater than Ezra’s 
and Nehemiah’s, still awaits! 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ezra%206
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ezra%207


 

Context: 
Daniel’s the only book that spans the entire exile.  A teenager when he was taken captive to Babylon during the first wave of exiles, 
Daniel was still in Babylon as an old man, when the Jews began returning to Jerusalem in 536/537 BC.  Daniel spends that entire time 
in the city of Babylon.  The Babylonians were conquered by the Medes & Persians in 539 BC.  So, chapters 1-4, 7, and 8 occur during 
the reign of the Babylonians.  Chapter 5 records the fall of the last Babylonian king, and the takeover by the Medes.  And chapters 9 
and 6 record events that occurred during the reign of the new empire, called the Medo-Persian Empire.  God’s people, it seems, are 
just caught up as pawns in this great battle for dominance. 

Theme of the book of Daniel: 
The Most High, the God of Daniel, sovereignly rules and reigns supreme over all mankind.  Therefore, His people are brave in the 
face of persecution.   

Key Verse: Ch4:17 For this has been decreed by the messengers; it is commanded by the holy ones, so that everyone may know 

that the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the world. He gives them to anyone he chooses— even to the lowliest of people.”  

 

Structure & Main point: 
The literary structure of the book of Daniel like many other pieces of ancient literature—is structured as a “chiasm.” That is, pairs of 
parallel passages that work from the ends of the book to its middle where the main point lies. 
 

Daniel from 40,000 feet:  chapter 1, verses 1-4 begins with Daniel and the nation of Judah going into exile.  And then in Daniel 

chapter 9, we see that it’s time for the exile to be finished.  Move a little further in.  Chapter 2 focuses on king Nebuchadnezzar’s 
vision of a statue representing four great kingdoms.  Now, with the end of the exile in chapter 9 we move a little bit further in and 
we see, in chapters 7 and 8, more visions of kingdoms, with four kingdoms again in chapter 7.  In all, the content of the first half of 
the book is recapitulated in the second half. 
 

And then the middle, the main point, we have stories of two kings (Nebuchadnezzar & Belshazzar) being humbled from, what they 
thought, were places of untouchable sovereignty. And set in the middle of those two stories we find chapter 4, verses 34 and 35, the 
main point of the book of Daniel: 

 

34
At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most 

High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, 
for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
    and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 
35

all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, 
    and he does according to his will among the host of heaven 
    and among the inhabitants of the earth; 
and none can stay his hand 
    or say to him, “What have you done?” 



Brief overview of the parallels: 
 
Daniel 4, 5  

- (Ch4) Nebuchadnezzar and (Ch5) Belshazzar. Two prideful & arrogant kings who believe that they rule by their own might.  
They believe that they are the king of kings. They are ultimately removed from their place of rule by the hand of God the 

Most High. The Point: God alone is the sovereign ruler of Heaven & earth, and those who set themselves up against the 

Most High will indeed be humbled, to their everlasting benefit or everlasting regret. 

 
Daniel 3, 6 

- (Ch3) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego thrown into the fiery furnace and (Ch6) Daniel thrown into the lion’s den. Both 
are miraculously saved & vindicated by God the Most High. The Point: God is on His throne and we should serve Him now 
with that knowledge, no matter the outcome to our current life. 

 
Daniel 2, 7-8 

- (Ch2) Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a large statue (representing four kingdoms) which is destroyed by a rock, thrown it 
seems, from heaven, that grows to fill the whole earth. (Ch7-8) Daniel has a dream of four terrible beasts, which the Son of 
Man destroys and takes the dominion that was once theirs. The rock thrown from Heaven in Ch2 is God’s own Kingdom, 
that eventually fills the whole earth. The Son of Man who takes dominion from the four beasts is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
(Mark 14:61-62. “Again the high priest asked him, ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’ And Jesus said, ‘I am, and 
you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.’) The Point: the “great 
powers” around us are all passing away and that God’s kingdom on earth is indeed coming. 

 
Daniel 1, 9 

- (Ch1) the people of God go into exile.  (Ch9) the people of God are ready to come out! We see this as both a physical and 
spiritual reality. (Ch1) A rejection of God/assimilation to pagan culture to (Ch9:24-25) a prophesy given that speaks to an 
end of sin and a coming of an anointed one! The Point: We can see Daniel’s hope, and also see the end of spiritual exile that 
has come in Christ. 
 

Daniel 10-12  

- Does not fit into the mirroring structure. Does contain more predictive prophesies about the future of God’s people and 
continue the theme of God’s rule as Most High over all nations and peoples. The Point: the eternal reward that’s waiting 
when we finally arrive home  



Old Testament Overview – Spring 2020 Equipping Class 

Class Notes on the Minor Prophets – Part 1 

 
Introduction: 

 The prophets are God's commentary on Israelite history recorded in 1st and 2nd Kings. 

 The “minor” prophets are so-called, not because they are less important, but because their books are 
shorter than the “major” prophets of Isaiah to Daniel.   

 The 12 Minor Prophets have traditionally been referred to as the “Book of the Twelve” because in the 
Hebrew Bible, they were in a single scroll and were last in that Bible. 

 Most of these prophets denounced the sin and hypocrisy we saw in the people of Israel and Judah 
when we overviewed the books of 1st and 2nd Kings.  

 In this session, we will overview the first six of these 12 minor prophets – Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, and Micah.  

 Among these six, Hosea, Joel, Amos, and Micah prophesied to God's chosen people, mostly to the 
northern kingdom Israel, while Jonah and Obadiah did not. 

 Jonah preached to the people of Nineveh in Assyria; Obadiah prophesied about the Edomites. 

 Jonah, Amos, Hosea, and Micah all prophesied mostly during the 8th century BC, while Obadiah's and 
Joel's prophecies were much later. 

 In the 8th century BC, Assyria was weak from 780 to 745 BC while both Israel and Judah had stable 
governments and experienced great wealth and prosperity, especially Israel.   

 From 745 to 727 BC, Assyria rose in power and eventually dominated the entire ancient middle east.  
They conquered Israel in 722 BC. 

 This overview will address the first six minor prophets in chronological order. 
 

Jonah 

 Is unique for two reasons: 1) preached to the Ninevites rather than to God's chosen people, and 2) his 
book doesn't focus on his message but on the prophet himself. 

 Jonah's story is so well-known, the main theological point is often missed. That point is: God is Lord of 
all nations.  His mercy is profound and it extends to all His people wherever they are. 

 Book of Jonah is well-designed: Chap. 1 and 3 tell of Jonah's encounters with non-Israelites, first the 
sailors, later the Ninevites. Chap. 2 and 4 contain Jonah's prayers. 

 The story in brief is:  
 Chap. 1, God tells Jonah go preach to people of Nineveh, capital city of Assyrian Empire 
 Assyria was Israel's bitter enemy and Jonah did not like them 
 Jonah traveled in the opposite direction and boarded a ship sailing west  
 God sent a big storm and pagan sailors get fearful and began praying  
 Sailors discerned a divine power at work; determined Jonah's sin was the problem 
 Jonah explained and told sailors to throw him overboard  
 Chap. 2, God caused a big fish to swallow Jonah   
 In fish belly, Jonah prayed; thanked God for not abandoning him and promised to obey  
 Fish vomited Jonah on dry land; God again told him go preach to Ninevah; Jonah obeyed 

 In Chap. 3, Jonah only preached about God's impending judgment on Ninevah; he didn't say “repent”, 
didn't tell them how to avoid judgment, and never even mentioned God. 

 In Hebrew, Jonah's message was only 5 words long - “40 days before being overthrown.” 

 What happened?  King and entire city repented in sorrow and ashes.  

 In 4th chapter, we learn why Jonah ran.  It wasn't because he was afraid of the Assyrians.  It was 
because he knew God was so kind and merciful that if the Assyrians repented, God would spare them, 
and Jonah didn't want that.   

 He even quoted God's self-description of Himself from Exodus 34:6 - “God is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.”   

 Jonah was arrogantly trying to decide who God should be merciful to & who He should judge. 

 God's response is largely point of the book - He will have mercy on whom He will have mercy. 

 Jonah ought to have been just as zealous as God for the salvation of other people.  The book reminds 
us God cares about people from every tribe, nation, and tongue, and so should we. 



Amos 

 A shepherd and fig tree farmer from Tekoa, near Bethlehem not far from the border between Judah and 
Israel.  Even though he was from Judah, his preaching took place in Israel. 

 This was a time of great economic prosperity in Israel.  People's wealth led to social apathy. God's 
people oppressed their own kinsman and they got rich in the process.   

 Amos sensed God's call and traveled north to the city of Bethel, an important city with a large temple 
where one of Jeroboam I's golden calves was housed. 

 Book of Amos is a collection of his sermons, poems, and visions uttered over a 20-year period. 

 Book has fairly clear design: Chap 1-2 – a series of messages to Israel'e neighbors; Chap. 3-6 – a 
collection of poems expressing  Amos' message to Israel's people and leaders; Chap.  7-9 – a series of 
visions that depict God's judgment on Israel. 

 The first thing we see in Amos is that God judges the nations.  Israel's neighbors are accused of 
violence and injustice, but accusations against Israel are longer and more intense. 

 Amos accuses Israel's wealthy of ignoring the poor and allowing grave injustices by allowing them to be 
sold into debt slavery.  His message is that God is done putting up with this. 

 In chap. 3-6, there are two broad categories of sin that Israel is judged for: 1) Sins of social and political 
injustice, and 2) religious sins of idolatry, neglect of God's Word, and faithlessness. 

 Amos makes it clear that justice and righteousness are to permeate the lives of God's people, and that 
God will hold His people accountable for how they treat others in this life (see 5:24). 

 God's people were suppose to be a light to the Gentiles and instead, they behaved just as corruptly and 
immorally as the Gentiles.   

 Amos next addresses Israel's idolatry. Besides the two temples at Dan and Bethel with its golden 
calves, Israel had added more including idols to the gods of sex, weather, and war. 

 In Amos' view, worship of these gods always leads to injustice.   

 In chap. 5, Amos prophesies that because Israel and its king have rejected both him and other true 
prophets, God will send the 'Day of the Lord' (see 5:18-24).   

 This great judgment will mean Israel is conquered, and that is just what happened about 40 years later 
in 722 BC. 

 The book closes with a series of visions in chapters 7-9, which are symbolic of the coming 'Day of the 
Lord'.  Amos sees Israel devastated by a locust swarm and a scorching fire.  He speaks of a plumb line 
God has set to measure Israel against God's perfect standard. 

 The final paragraph offers the only glimmer of hope.  Chap. 9:11-15 show that while God must confront 
and judge evil, His long-term purpose is the restoration and creation of a new family. 

 Amos' words are a call for us to learn from Israel's hypocrisy.  They also are a call to embrace the true 
worship of God, which involves justice, righteousness, and loving our neighbor.  

 

Hosea 

 Lived in Israel a little later in the 8th century than Amos; probably began to speak his prophecy about 
755 BC.  This makes him contemporary with Isaiah. 

 Book is almost all in the form of poetry with three main sections – Chap. 1-3, 4-11, and 12-14. 

 Hosea written to demonstrate God's steadfast love for Israel in spite of her unfaithfulness.   

 Book treats central problem of idolatry in 2 main sections: 1) chap. 1-3 - Hosea's unfaithful wife depicts 
Israel's relationship with God; 2) chap. 4 - 14 are messages from God to His people. 

 Chap. 1-3 tell of Hosea's broken marriage to Gomer, who commits adultery.  After 3 children, marriage 
falls apart. God then tells Hosea to find Gomer, pay off the debts she owes to her partners, and commit 
his love and faithfulness to her once again.   

 These circumstances are prophetic symbols for God's relationship with Israel. 

 Israel has been playing the whore by worshiping other gods, particularly Baal, and all the while, God 
has been like a faithful, loving husband.   

 But even though God is loving, that does not mean He will turn a blind eye to ongoing sin.   

 In chap. 4-10, Hosea explores the causes and effects of Israel's unfaithfulness.   

 Several times, he points to the people's lack of knowledge and understanding of God.  God wants His 
people to know Him in a committed relationship and to experience His love for them. 

 Hosea also constantly exposes the hypocrisy of Israel's worship.  They allowed grave injustices & then 
went to their temples like all was fine.  Hosea appeals for repentance in 6:1-2. 



 Chap. 11 is a beautiful poem that depicts God as a loving Father dealing with a rebellious son who 
must bear severe consequences for his actions.  

 In chap. 12-13, Hosea gives an Israelite history lesson to show just how much and for how long Israel 
has been unfaithful.  

 While God did allow Israel to be conquered by Assyria, it's not the end of the relationship, and that is 
what chapter 14, the final chapter is about. 

 In 14:4, God says one day He will “heal their waywardness and love them freely.”  

 Hosea's grace to Gomer shows us why God's love and grace should be so special to us.  Through 
Jesus perfect work, we have been reconciled to God. 

 

Micah 

 Lived in the town of Moresheth about 22 miles southwest of Jerusalem and prophesied for about 35 
years during the late 8th century BC.  

 He was a contemporary of Hosea and Isaiah. It was during his time that Israel fell to Assyria. 

 Micah brought indictment against God's people both in Israel and in Judah.  He warned that God would 
allow Assyria to take Israel and threaten Jerusalem.    

 Most of the Book of Micah is accusations and warnings of God's impending judgment on Israel. 

 Micah can be summarized as follows: God will judge all people, yet He will save a remnant through a 
future king. 

 Micah wants his readers to know that God wants wrongs to be rebuked.   

 He condemns a large number of social and economic sins – covetousness, theft, fraud, dishonest 
scales, bribery, deceit, violence, and bloodshed.   

 Micah also condemns religious sins including witchcraft, idolatry, an unwillingness to heed God's Word, 
and a desire to listen to false prophets. 

 While Micah's warnings are fearful, each section of warning ends with a promise of hope because even 
though God must deal with sin, He also wants His people restored.  

 In 2:12-13, God is likened to a shepherd who is going to rescue and regather His flock, the remnant of 
Israel. 

 In chap. 4, Micah picks up on the image of the ruined temple and says it won't be permanent. 

 God fulfilled this prophecy in part by bringing Judah back from Babylonian exile.  

 In Micah 5, we learn of a new Messianic King from the line of David who will be born in Bethlehem and 
will rule in Jerusalem over the restored people of God.  

 In chap. 6 and 7, Micah exposes the unjust economic practices of Israel's leaders, and in  chap. 6, he 
offers his famous words summarizing what it means to follow God (see 6:8).  

 A final theme in Micah is that God wants to be known, particularly His supremacy, His righteousness, 
and His mercy.  Micah shows God's consistent character in redemptive history. 

 The book closes with a tribute to God's character in 7:18 and ends with God casting our sins into the 
depths of the sea. 

 

Obadiah 

 Is shortest book in the OT – only 21 verses.  We know only that Obadiah's name means “one who 
serves God.”  Book is unique because his prophecy directed entirely to nation of Edom. 

 Because the book presents the fall of Jerusalem as a past event and the fall of Edom as a future event, 
the date of Obadiah's prophecy is probably between 586 and 553 BC.   

 Edom was a neighbor to southeast of Judah.  Edomites were descendants of Jacob's twin brother Esau 
and had a long and significant relationship with the covenant people.   

 The Edomites had been oppressive cousins with a long history of mistreating God's people.   

 They took advantage when Babylon conquered Judah by plundering their cities and capturing or even 
killing some of the people.   

 Obadiah is about God's covenant commitment to vindicate His people from their enemies.  

 Book was written as two sections.  Vs 1-14 is a series of accusations against the leaders of Edom for 
their pride and self-exaltation. 

 Obadiah announces judgment on a pagan nation for mistreating God's people.  His message is that 
God takes care of His own and will come to the aid of and vindicate His people. 
 



 The topic suddenly shifts in vs 15 where we read - “the Day of the Lord is near upon all nations.”  This 
verse links the second section of the book to the first.   

 Obadiah says all nations that act like Edom will face God's justice.  One day God will confront the pride 
among all nations and bring about their fall. 

 But God's judgment is never the final word.  Obadiah prophesies that the land of Edom will be 
populated with God's people, and the land will become part of God's Kingdom.   

 The last line of the book expresses God's goal to establish His kingly reign over all the earth. 
 

Joel 
 Dating Joel has been extremely difficult for scholars.  Most hold to a date after 586 BC and probably 

after 515 BC, when the exiles had returned from Babylon and rebuilt the temple.  

 We only know that Joel was the son of Pethuel and likely lived around Jerusalem in Judah and 
prophesied to the people there.  

 Joel calls God's people to lament and return to the Lord during a time of national disaster.   

 A locust plague had destroyed their crops, which inhibited the people's ability to worship through temple 
offerings. 

 The 'Day of the Lord' is the dominant theme in Joel.  The 'Day of the Lord' may herald destruction for 
the nations, but it also functions as a time of salvation for God's people.  

 Book of Joel is only three chapters long.  They breakdown nicely into two halfs with the first chapter and 
a half focusing on the 'Day of the Lord'.  

 Joel uses the locust invasion as a foretaste of God's judgment if the people don't repent.  

 Chap. 2 announces another 'Day of the Lord', but it is a future event and instead of locusts, the attacks 
are from horses, chariots, soldiers, plus earthquakes and cosmic catastrophes.  

 Once more, Joel calls on the people to repent (see 2:13) and reminds the people of God's character by 
quoting Exodus 34:6 as both Jonah and Micah did. 

 In 2:18, the scene shifts as God responds to the repentance of Joel and the people.  Concerned for His 
name and His global reputation, God saves His people (see 2:19-26).   

 The reason for salvation is provided in vs 27 - “You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel and that I 
am the Lord your God and there is none else.”  

 This shows that for those who rebel against God, the 'Day of the Lord' brings judgment, but for those 
who repent and submit to God, it is a day of mercy and joy.   

 In the final half of book, the hope of God's presence among His people is expanded into a promise that 
one day, God's own Spirit will fill all of His people (see 2:28). 

 Joel prophesies that God's Spirit would come to empower and transform His people so they can love 
and follow Him.  

 In chap. 3, Joel looks ahead to the final fulfillment of the 'Day of the Lord' when God promises to restore 
the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem.  

 The closing verses promise a hope for the renewal of all creation.  God's final day of justice will be 
followed by the restoration of the entire world.  God will take up residence in Zion and His people will 
live in unending security. 



Proverbs Overview – Class Notes  
Old Testament Equipping Class – Spring 2020 

 

 What is a proverb?  A simple, pithy, traditional saying expressing a perceived truth based on 
common sense or experience.   

 A Biblical proverb is a short saying expressing a general truth for practical, godly living. 

 The Book of Proverbs is a part of what is called “Wisdom Literature” in the Old Testament.  It 
focuses on what living as God's covenant people should look like in day-to-day behavior and in 
personal character.  

 The theme of the book is stated at the beginning in chapter 1:1-7; to describe and instill 
“wisdom” in God’s people; a wisdom that is based on the “fear of the LORD”.  

 

 This fear is a healthy sense of reverence and awe for God, which recognizes our need to 
humble ourselves and follow God's definitions of right and wrong.   

 

 Wisdom is the key term in Proverbs.  It is defined as “skill” to choose the right course of action 
for a desired result.  Related to the covenant; it denotes “skill in the art of godly living.” 

 

 Solomon was the primary author/collector of the book's contents (see 1:1 & 10:1), but he did 
not put it into its final form (see 25:1). 1 Kings 4:29-34 shows Solomon's interest in proverbs. 

 

 A man named Agur authored chapter 30; Lemuel wrote 31:1-9, however, no author is named 
for the sayings describing the excellent wife that ends the book in chapter 31.  

 

 Even though 1:4-5 show the intended audience as the simple, the youth, the wise, and the one 
who understands, the instructions are mostly father to son, and Lady Wisdom calls to 
everyone, particularly to every member of the covenant people.    

 

 Christians today should still find in Proverbs wisdom for our lives because even though the 
book was written over 2,500 years ago, its wisdom is universally applicable.   

 

 Proverbs covers a wide array of topics from daily life.  It offers wisdom for realizing that life 
lived under the covenant is in the details (see 1 Tim. 4:8).  

 

 The Book of Proverbs clearly demonstrates the following 4 principles: 
 God’s will is intensely practical, applying to every aspect of His people’s lives.  God calls us 

to try hard to understand His truth, and then to embrace & obey what we understand. 
 A life lived by God’s will is a happy life (3:21–26). 
 A life lived by God’s will is a useful life (3:27–28; 12:18, 25). 
 A life lived by God’s will does not just happen; one must seek after it, study it, pursue it, and 

discipline oneself (9:1–6).  

 

 Character types in Proverbs: 1) The wise – has made good progress in the skill of living out the 
covenant in everyday situations, 2) the fool – steadily opposes God’s covenant, and 3) the 
simple – not firmly committed to either wisdom or to folly and is easily misled. 

 Proverbs also uses two other kinds of terms: 1) positive terms like righteous, upright, diligent, 
prudent, and 2) negative terms like wicked, lazy, and lacking sense.   

 Literary structure of the book of Proverbs:  

◦ 1:1-7 – Introduction 

◦ Prov. 1:8 to 9:18 – shows the reader two journeys & two different destinations personified 
as Wisdom and Folly (the challenge – either embrace Lady Wisdom or Lady Folly).  

◦ Chapters 10 through 29 – specific instructions on how to live out a life of faith. 

https://www.esv.org/Proverbs+3%3A21–26/
https://www.esv.org/Proverbs+3%3A27–28%3B+Proverbs+12%3A18%3B+Proverbs+12%3A25/
https://www.esv.org/Proverbs+9%3A1–6/


◦ Chapters 30 & 31 – sayings by Agur and Lemuel plus a portrait of Lady Wisdom in all her 
exquisite beauty. 

 

 After the introduction (1:1-7) are 10 speeches from a father to his son in chapters 1 – 9.  In 
each, the father basically says “listen to my instruction; seek wisdom in the fear of the Lord.” 

 Also in this section are 4 poems from Lady Wisdom, who is personified as a godly woman 
woven into the fabric of life.  Whenever a person is seen making wise decisions, you know 
they are listening to and relying on Lady Wisdom.  

 In chapters 10 – 29 are hundreds of proverbs on a number of different topics, all meant to be 
seen through the filter of chapters 1 – 9. 

 These one to two line proverbs are easy to memorize and are meant to be a reference library 
we can return to throughout our lives.  Collecting and cataloging all that proverbs has to say on 
any given subject can be an important benefit to each of us. 

 Very important! – to understand how to read these short proverbs, we need to recognize they 
are about probabilities.  Statements that are often true, but not always.  They are not promises 
– not formulas for success.  They do not teach absolute, but rather general rules. 

 Examples of the above are Prov. 10:27 and 22:6.   Generally speaking, these are true 
statements, but there are no guarantees because they are not promises.  

 So we need to see that Proverbs chapters 10 – 29 focus on the general rules but not on the 
exceptions, which are many.  The books of Job and Ecclesiastes focus on the exceptions. 

 Some proverbs are always true because they describe eternal truth about God and the 
hardwired workings of the universe.  Example = Prov. 16:33. 

 The final section of Proverbs is chapters 30 and 31.  Chapter 30 is written by Agur, who 
acknowledges his own ignorance and great need for God's wisdom.  He discovers God's 
wisdom in the scriptures and is presented as a model reader of the book of Proverbs.   

 

 The first 9 verses of chapter 31 were written by Lemuel, a non-Israelite King who passes on 
the wisdom he received from his mother.  It is guidance on how to be a wise leader. 

 Proverbs concludes with a poem about the woman of noble character – the excellent wife.   A 
model of a woman who lives by the wisdom of Proverbs, translating it into the practical 
decisions of everyday life – at work, at home, in her family, and in the community. 

 The call to find wisdom in chapters 1 – 9 is followed by a description of wisdom in chapters  10 
– 29, and finally by an illustration of the life of one who has found wisdom in Proverbs 31.  

 Overall, Proverbs is a guide for living well in God's good world. 



Overview of the Book of Ruth – Class Notes 
Old Testament Equipping Class – Spring 2020 

 

 In the Hebrew Bible, Ruth follows Proverbs and apparently is intended to serve as the 
illustration of the ideal woman presented in Proverbs 31:10-31.   

 Our English Bibles obscure this connection because the Book of Ruth is placed chronologically 
after the Book of Judges, which is when the story of Ruth took place. 

 Ruth is the only woman in scripture to receive the designation of “virtuous woman” or “woman 
of noble character”.  This designation appears only three times in the Hebrew Bible – twice in 
Proverbs (12:4 and 31:10) and also in Ruth 3:11.   

 The Book of Ruth is named for its main character, who was a Moabite widow that married a 
man from Bethlehem named Boaz. 

 The author of Ruth is not named in the Bible – some think Samuel; some think Solomon. 
Regardless, it was most likely written soon after David became king in Israel (1010 BC).   

 The story of Ruth took place during the Judges period.  It possibly occurred in the 1,300s BC 
based on evidence of a severe famine early in that century. 

 The Book of Ruth explains the providential ancestry of David, who would become Israel's 
greatest king.  That makes Ruth also an ancestor of Jesus, the Messiah.   

 The theme of the book highlights how God’s people experience His sovereignty, wisdom, and 
covenant kindness, which often come disguised in hard circumstances and are resolved 
through the kindness of others.   

 The story begins with Elimelech, his wife Naomi, and their two sons, who travel to Moab 
because of a famine in Israel..      

 While in Moab, Elimelech dies.  Mahlon and Chilion, the two sons, each marry a Moabite 
woman (Ruth and Orpah).  Later, the sons also die, leaving no children.   

 Naomi learns the famine in Israel is over and decides to return to Bethlehem.  She begs her 
daughters-in-law to stay in Moab. Orpah chooses to stay, but Ruth shows remarkable loyalty to 
Naomi and decides to accompany her back to Bethlehem.   

 Ruth tells Naomi in 1:16, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you.  For 
where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and 
your God my God.” 

 The two women arrive in Bethlehem during the barley harvest (April/May).  Naomi feels God 
has dealt bitterly with her, and Ruth is reduced to gleaning in the barley fields.   

 But in God's providence, Ruth happens to glean in the fields of a well-known rich guy named 
Boaz.  He is described as a worthy man and shows great kindness to Ruth. 

 She is welcome to stay in his field all season and drink from the same water as his workers.  
Boaz also tells the harvesters not to bother Ruth.  See Ruth 2:10-12.   

 Also in God's providence, Boaz is related to Naomi's late husband and she knows he is an 
eligible kinsman-redeemer.  So she hatches a plan for Ruth to snag him as a husband.  

 What is a kinsman redeemer (see Lev. 25)?  When an Israelite man died without leaving 
behind a son, the brother (or the closest relative) is commanded to take the widow as wife, 
redeem the land and provide a son to carry on the deceased father’s name.  

 Naomi tells Ruth to visit Boaz at night in secret and lie at his feet.  Boaz is pleasantly surprised 
to see that Ruth is interested in him (See 3:11). 



 Boaz says he would love to marry her, but that there is another relative with even closer ties to 
her in-laws than he.  So Boaz sets out to meet this relative. 

 Boaz met the closer relative at the city gate and told him about Naomi's land but also said that 
if he redeems it, he must also take Ruth as wife.  At this, the closer relative declines. 

 So Ruth and Boaz marry and later, they have a son who is named Obed.  He goes on to be the 
father of Jesse who was the father of King David.  

 Ruth’s devotion to Naomi and Boaz’ devotion to Ruth provide two very compelling portraits of 
love among the people of God in the time of the Judges. 

 However, the greatest love displayed in this book is God’s love for Naomi: 

◦ Naomi claims that God dealt bitterly with her, but the story ends with the women of 
Bethlehem recognizing God’s provision for her. 

◦ Naomi blames God for the loss of her two sons, but the book concludes with Ruth being 
praised as better than seven sons (4:15). 

 In this book, we see a picture of Christ in Boaz, the kinsman-redeemer.  Boaz was a qualified 
redeemer to Naomi because he was a family member, he had the means of purchasing her 
land, and he had the willingness to buy the land and marry Ruth.  

 Jesus has done this same thing for us: 

◦ He became one of us (John 1:14; Heb. 2:14). 

◦ He was capable of buying us back (Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 1:18–19). 
◦ He was willing to buy us back, setting an example of a self-sacrificing husband (Eph. 5:25–

27). 

 

 Jesus Christ is the great Redeemer, and the book of Ruth foreshadows His work. 

 The theme verse in the Book of Ruth is probably 4:14, which reads, “Then the women said to 
Naomi, ‘Blessed is the LORD who has not left you without a redeemer today, and may his 
name become famous in Israel.'” 

 We can each say the same thing in thanks to God.  Blessed is He for giving us a redeemer in 
Jesus Christ. 
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