
Jesus specifically reached out to 
outcasts—and so should we.
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LUKE 5:4-11

4 And when he had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your 
nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, 
we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your 
word I will let down the nets.” 6 And when they had 
done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and 
their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both the boats, so that 
they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, 

he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all 
who were with him were astonished at the catch of 
fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James 
and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 
Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
from now on you will be catching men.” 11 And 
when they had brought their boats to land, they left 
everything and followed him.

LUKE 5:27-28

27 After this he went out and saw a tax collector 
named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said 

to him, “Follow me.” 28 And leaving everything, he 
rose and followed him.

LUKE 5:29-32

29 And Levi made him a great feast in his house, 
and there was a large company of tax collectors 
and others reclining at table with them. 30 And 
the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his 
disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink 

with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 And Jesus 
answered them, “Those who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have 
not come to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance.”



If you could share a meal 
with any one living person, 
who would it be? 

What made you chose this 
person?

LET’S talk
If we could share a meal with anyone, most of us would 
choose someone famous or successful. We’d all like to pick 
the brain of someone who is famous for being really good at 
something we are into—like a famous athlete or musician. At 
the juncture at which we meet Jesus in this session, He was 
actually becoming pretty famous for His profound teaching 
and miraculous works. He was the kind of person who was 
well-known enough that He could have shared meals with all 
sorts of important people if he had wanted to—but He didn’t. 
Instead, Jesus called fishermen to follow Him and ate meals 
with “sinners and tax collectors.” Jesus rarely conforms to 
our expectations. Jesus specifically reached out to outcasts 
and so should we.

THIS WEEK’S focus

1. Famous Foods
Divide your group up into smaller groups of 2–3 students each and give each group a pen or pencil and a piece 

of paper. Instruct each group to list, from 1–10, what they think the top 10 most popular foods in the world 

are. Research the correct answers and then share them with all groups so that they can score themselves on 

how they did. If you want to take the game further, you could ask students to also answer what culture each 

food originated from. After revealing the correct answers, tell students that today we are going to look at a 

meal Jesus shared in the house of a person who we would never expect Him to visit or hang out with—a tax 

collector. Through this story we will see that Jesus specifically reached out to outcasts—and so should we.

2. Who Would You Choose?
Give each student a piece of paper and a pen or pencil. Have them answer the following questions on their 

paper with the name of another student in your group: (1) Who would you choose to play on your soccer 

team? (2) Who would you choose to help you study for a test? (3) Who you choose to protect you from an 

attacker? (4) Who would you choose to help you with an art project? (5) Who would you ask for advice on a 

tough decision? Feel free to add your own questions or come up with your own list. Point out that we’d all seek 

out the best people for each of these tasks. Today, we are going to see that Jesus doesn’t think like us. In fact, 

Jesus deliberately sought out people who everyone else had written off or labeled as unimportant. Through the 

stories we look at today, we will see that Jesus specifically reached out to outcasts—and so should we. 

EXPLORE options
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READ LUKE 5:4-11.
4 And when he had finished speaking, he said to 

Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your 

nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, 

we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your 

word I will let down the nets.” 6 And when they 

had done this, they enclosed a large number of 

fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled 

to their partners in the other boat to come and 

help them. And they came and filled both the 

boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when 

Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 

saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, 

O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were with him 

were astonished at the catch of fish that they 

had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, 

sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 

And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from 

now on you will be catching men.” 11 And when 

they had brought their boats to land, they left 

everything and followed him.

What did Jesus communicate about Himself through this miracle? How did 
Peter respond?

The miracle illustrated Jesus’ power and authority, which was not lost on Peter. In fact, for Peter the 

demonstration revealed Jesus’ holiness—an attribute that can only be truly ascribed to God. Peter was so 

struck by this demonstration that he immediately became aware of his sinfulness and unworthiness. Isaiah 

had a similar experience when he found himself standing before the throne of God in a vision and became 

immediately aware of his own brokenness (Isa. 6:1-8). Peter was right. He was in the presence of someone 

holy—God in human flesh. 

What greater point was Jesus making by asking the men to let down their nets one 
more time (v. 10)? What does this tell us about our calling today?

THEOLOGY | Why was Peter terrified in this moment?

Many people today talk about God in familiar terms—they call Him Father, or even Daddy or 
Papa. In Jesus’ day, however, people were very careful about how they talked about God. The 
second commandment was to honor God’s name as holy—which means both to hold God in 
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Need more commentary? Use code 
B9X6TYWMGJ at mywsb.com for access 
to more Bible commentary on Luke.

LUKE 5:4-11
5:4. While addressing the crowd, Jesus 

had focused on teaching. When He finished 

speaking, He turned His attention to 

individuals.

5:5-6. Simon called Jesus “Master.” The Greek 

word translated “Master” is different from the 

word Peter used in verse 8 for “Lord.” The use 

of these two words marks the way Simon’s view 

of Jesus was affected by the miracle described 

in verses 6-7. Simon noted the fishermen had 

labored hard all night without results. Perhaps 

the men might have laughed if anyone else had 

told them how and where to fish. However, 

Simon’s obedience displayed his respect for 

Jesus’ authority. 

5:7-8. The fish harvest was so great that it 

not only was too much for the nets but also 

overwhelmed the capacity of the small fishing 

boats common to the lake. The fishermen 

immediately recognized the miraculous nature 

of this experience. Simon Peter fell at Jesus’ 

knees, a sign of submission and pleading, and 

addressed Jesus as Lord, acknowledging Jesus’ 

authority. The presence of the Lord in His 

holiness brings recognition of personal sin. 

Simon asked Jesus to depart, not because he 

was afraid of Jesus’ power, but because Simon 

was aware he was a sinful man. Confronted 

with His holiness, many sinners want to avoid 

God.

5:10-11. Simon and his companions were not 

the only ones amazed. James and John, who 

had come up in the other boat (see v. 7), also 

responded with astonishment. Luke identified 

James and John as Zebedee’s sons. The two 

would join Simon Peter in the inner circle of 

Christ’s followers. 

highest regard and to be very careful about how you 
speak about Him. The Old Testament also taught that 
being in God’s presence was dangerous because He is 
so holy that a sinner coming into His presence would be 
consumed (Ex. 33:20). So when Peter saw the miraculous 
catch of fish, he became aware of the fact that he was 
in the presence of someone truly holy, and this terrified 
him. What is most profound about this story, however, is 
that Peter was not consumed but instead invited to join 
in Jesus’ kingdom work.

What Jesus does next is really beautiful. Given that He is God in 

human flesh and He has just completed an amazing display of His 

authority and power, we might expect Him to put Peter in his place 

or even to just let Peter dwell in his unworthiness for a while. Jesus 

does neither of those things. He instead tells Peter not to be afraid 

and claims a new and incredibly dignified future for Peter of “catching 

people.” The idea of catching people is a metaphor for joining Jesus 

in the work of proclaiming the good news about Him, which is good 

news for sinful people like Peter and sinful people like us. It is an 

invitation to a beautiful new life of purpose and meaningful, life-

changing work. Jesus invites us all to participate in His work of 

bringing people to the One person who will love them better, more 

deeply, and more profoundly than anyone else—Jesus. We must 

keep this at the center of all our ministry efforts. Jesus was inviting 

His disciples to a ministry that was God-centered but also people-

focused. Encourage your students to focus their time and energy on 

putting God first by constantly looking for ways to love and serve the 

people around them, and to point them to Jesus.

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

Verse 11 tells us that the fishermen left everything and 
followed Jesus. What have you had to leave behind to follow 
Jesus? Why was it worth it? Consider sharing an example 
or a story with your students as a means of encouraging 
them to see that following Jesus is always worth it despite 
the cost.

BE  VULNERABLE
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READ LUKE 5:27-28
27 After this he went out and saw a tax collector 

named Levi, sitting at the tax booth. And he said 

to him, “Follow me.” 28 And leaving everything, 

he rose and followed him.

After hanging out with fishermen and calling them to follow Him, Jesus calls a tax 
collector. What did this communicate?

What do you know about tax collectors? Why was this such a big deal?

CULTURE | Why were tax collectors so hated in Jesus’ day?

Most Israelites in Jesus’ day saw Rome as their enemies because Israel was not free. While 
Israel had a king, that king was more like a puppet who ultimately did whatever Caesar said. 
So there was a strong distrust and even hatred of Rome among many people in Israel. Tax 
collectors were even more hated and distrusted than Romans because they were essentially 
Jews who turned their backs on Israel to work for Rome, Israel’s oppressors. Many tax collectors 
also had a reputation for taking more money from people than necessary to profit off of Israel’s 
oppression. Despite how hated and distrusted tax collectors were, one of the first things Jesus 
did in His early ministry was to seek out a tax collector and invite him to join in His kingdom work.

Fishermen were not particularly well respected in Jesus’ day and they certainly weren’t people who possessed 

much social or political power. Jesus followed up calling fishermen to follow Him by calling someone to follow 

Him who was even less respected—a tax collector. A common theme that pops up in Luke is the deliberate way 

Jesus sought out, loved, and ministered to social outcasts. This testifies to God’s grace. In the second book 

Luke wrote, the Book of Acts, we see God call someone who had been involved in putting Christians to death 

to take the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 9). These stories tell us of God’s power to change hearts and remind 

us that no one is outside His grace. Not only can God save anyone, but also, He can and will use everyone He 

saves in His kingdom work.

What was Levi leaving behind to follow Jesus? What might you have to leave behind 
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LUKE 5:27-28
5:27. A tax collector would sit in a toll booth 

(tax office) and collect customs or duties, in 

this case likely on the international highway 

that ran through Galilee.  The rebel with a cause 

against religious power structures met the 

man who represented foreign power structure 

at its worst—a man whose profession was to 

collect money for the Romans. Levi is another 

name for Matthew (Matt. 9:9; 10:3). 

5:28. Luke took up the refrain common in 

the Book of Mark: “Follow me” (Mark 1:17). 

Levi showed how to join the proper power 

structure. He left everything he had—his 

profession, his profits, and his personal 

identity. He followed Jesus, demonstrating the 

discipleship commitment that Simon, James, 

and John had shown earlier.

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

to follow Jesus?

We are not told exactly what kind of tax collector Levi was. It could 

be that he was honest and did not take advantage of people, or it 

could be that he often took advantage of people for his own personal 

gain. He likely wasn’t completely honest because he was wealthy 

enough to host a “grand banquet” for Jesus (see Luke 5:29). What 

we do know is that Levi left behind his own financial security, 

profession, and normal life to follow Jesus. Apparently Levi counted 

the cost and felt that it was well worth it. A similar decision faces you 

and your students today. Do we see Jesus as worth following despite 

what it might cost us?

Have you ever heard of the term “blacklist”? Some people keep a list 

(even if it’s just a list in their memories and not a list they actually 

write down) of the names of people or businesses that hurt them 

that need to be punished or “blacklisted”—shunned and ignored. 

Make sure your students know that Jesus doesn’t have a blacklist. 

No matter who you are, what you have done, or how insignificant 

or broken you might feel, Jesus wants you and invites you to follow 

Him. Following Him will be costly, but it is worth it. And Jesus 

invites all who follow Him to join Him in doing the good, dignifying 

work of spreading the good news and seeing God transform people 

for His glory and their good.

LEADER PACK 

ITEM 6 | For more information on the types of people 
Jesus sought out and spent time with, see the Meals of 
Jesus in Luke poster.
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READ LUKE 5:29-32
29 And Levi made him a great feast in his house, 

and there was a large company of tax collectors 

and others reclining at table with them. 30 And 

the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his 

disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink 

with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 And Jesus 

answered them, “Those who are well have no need 

of a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have 

not come to call the righteous but sinners to 

repentance.”

Why was it such a big deal for Jesus to attend a “grand banquet” in the home of a 
tax collector?

Why is it good news that Jesus ate meals with sinners and tax collectors?

As we have seen already in our study of Luke, the Pharisees (the religious leaders in Jesus’ day) taught that 

a big part of the reason that Israel was occupied by Rome was because Israel had conformed to the lifestyle 

of foreign, pagan nations like Rome. The solution the Pharisees proposed to this problem was to encourage 

Israelites to separate themselves from Gentiles (like Roman citizens). Tax collectors were also included in this 

group of people the Pharisees would encourage people to separate from, because they were viewed as Jews who 

had betrayed Israel to work for their Roman oppressors. Many Jews saw tax collectors as enemies of God. Jesus 

deliberately sought out and hung out with those seen as God’s enemies. 

This is good news for us because we are sinners, and as sinners, we are God’s enemies (see Rom. 3:9-18; 5:6-8). 

However, despite the fact that we have rebelled against God, turned our backs on Him, and lived for ourselves, 

He wants to draw near to us. The fact that Jesus ate meals with sinners and tax collectors reminds us that none 

of us are too broken, too needy, too selfish, too lost, or too anything for Jesus to eat with us, embrace us, and 

change our lives. 

Why might we be tempted to feel like the Pharisees and their scribes (v. 30)? What 
did they miss about Jesus and His mission?
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LUKE 5:29-32
5:29-30. Following meant more than just 

wandering the countryside listening to Jesus 

teach and preach. Following meant using 

your influence and skills for Jesus. Levi left 

the tax table to invite people to the supper 

table. Following Jesus meant telling others 

what Jesus had done for him. The others were 

friends Levi had known for a long time—not 

new acquaintances formed for convenience 

and prosperity.

5:31-32. In typical Jewish teacher fashion, 

Jesus cited a proverb to emphasize His 

message. Wellness did not drive people to 

the doctor. Illness did. Jesus was the spiritual 

doctor. He came with a message of repentance. 

That message seemed misdirected. It did 

not save Israel and the Middle East, where 

political confusion reigned. It saved those 

religious leaders considered unworthy of God’s 

attention. Power began to reveal true positions 

in life. Who was sick? The tax collector’s 

friends, people willing to work for the Roman 

government and thus against Israel? Or 

religious leaders who knew more about God 

than God did? The title “Righteous One” given 

them by humans was the only title they would 

ever receive. Jesus picked out the lowest social 

positions as the positions through which He 

would work.

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

As we study this passage, it is important to note that while 
Jesus sought out and ate with sinful people, He never joined 
them in their sin. This passage does not give us permission 
to embrace the sinful lifestyles or actions of the people we 
want to reach. Encourage your students to be wise and 
to seek accountability from more mature Christians as 
they think about what it might look like for them to follow 
Jesus’ example and bring good news to the “sinners and tax 
collectors” around them. 

GIVE AN ANSWER

The assumption of the Pharisees and their scribes was that Jesus, by 

hanging out with “tax collectors and sinners,” was unclean and was 

making the people around Him unclean (meaning unfit to be in God’s 

presence). We face a similar temptation today when we brag about 

our church attendance, our high morals, or our service in the church. 

While all those things are great and good, none of them make us right 

before God. Furthermore, Jesus pointed out that the gospel is good 

news for broken people. In fact, it is better to realize you are broken 

and need Jesus than to think any of your good works will save you. 

Some of us might even be tempted to brag about the kinds of people 

we choose not to associate with, as if we are better than them. To 

think this way is to miss what makes the gospel truly good news. The 

gospel provides good news of forgiveness, new life, and new purpose 

to all who believe. The gospel is not a call to elevate ourselves over 

others or prove that we are better than other people. It is not a call to 

earn God’s favor. It is a call to receive healing and embrace the new, 

dignified purpose of loving everyone, even outcasts, and pointing 

them to the hope that is in Jesus.

session 9

91



What are some things that keep students from following Jesus?

What is one thing God might be calling you to leave behind in 
order to follow Jesus?

What is one way you could love, serve, or share Christ with a 
“sinner” or “tax collector”?

How might we support and hold one another accountable as we 
do so?
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Jesus specifically reached out to outcasts—and so 
should we.
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THE STUDENT LEADER PACK is available for purchase on lifeway.com/ 

explorethebiblestudents. It includes valuable posters that are referenced throughout 

the Leader Guide, Family Connection guides that equip families to discuss the Bible on-

the-go, a Midweek study of a complimentary book of the Bible,  a link to training audio 

to help leaders prepare for each session, and PowerPoint templates with graphics from 

the quarter study to help prepare slides for teaching.

NOWwhat?

KEY QUESTION

leader guide

92



What does this passage 
demand of me?

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?

DAY 1 LUKE 5:4-11

DAY 2 LUKE 5:12-16

DAY 3 LUKE 5:27-32

DAY 4 MARK 2:18-20

DAY 5 LUKE 19:1-10

7 ARROWS FOR BIBLE 
reading

The Bible is no ordinary book—it is God’s powerful Word and it is given to us for our good (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 

Heb. 4:13). So we should read the Bible more carefully and thoughtfully than any other book. This is where the 

7 Arrows of Bible Reading come in—these 7 questions will train you and your students to get more out of your time 

in the Bible and experience its life-transforming power. Your students’ Daily Discipleship Guide (item 005646504) 

contains five days of Daily Devotions built on the 7 Arrows. Here is a summary of the texts they will be studying. 

We encourage you to follow along and use the 7 Arrows questions to guide your own study of God’s Word.

        DAILYdevotions

LEADER  
challenge
MEMORIZE
Luke 5:32

CONNECT
Send a group email or group message 

to your students, encouraging them 

to complete their daily devotions. You 

might also consider sharing your own 

insights from the daily readings as a 

means of encouraging them.
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