
SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE SUNDAY

Followers of Jesus are called to share His 
mercy and compassion with others.

CENTRAL truth

EXPLORE scripture LUKE 6:27-38

SHOW MERCY

leader guide
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LUKE 6:27-31

27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To 
one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 
also, and from one who takes away your cloak do 

not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone 
who begs from you, and from one who takes away 
your goods do not demand them back. 31 And as 
you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.

LUKE 6:32-36

32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit 
is that to you? For even sinners love those who 
love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do 
good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those 
from whom you expect to receive, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get 

back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, 
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons 
of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful 
and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is 
merciful.

LUKE 6:37-38

37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn 
not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and 
you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to 

you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your lap. For with the 
measure you use it will be measured back to you.”



What is mercy? What comes 
to mind when you hear that 
word? 

Share about a time when 
someone showed you 
mercy. How did that make 
you feel?

LET’S talk
Mercy is compassion or forgiveness shown to someone 
it is within one’s power to harm. In the Bible, it refers to 
compassion shown toward someone who doesn’t deserve 
it. Jesus’ death and resurrection was the ultimate act of 
mercy because He died to pay the punishment for the sins 
of people who had rejected Him, betrayed Him, and rebelled 
against Him. Mercy, however, is not merely something that 
Jesus offers us—it is also something Jesus calls us to live 
out. Today we will see Jesus call His followers to show mercy 
as a way of life. Just as Jesus sacrificed to love and serve us 
even when we didn’t deserve it, so too are we called to love 
and serve others even when they don’t deserve it. Followers 
of Jesus are called to share His mercy with others.

THIS WEEK’S focus

1. Power and Mercy
Give students some scenarios and ask them to respond to each by sharing what it would look like to show mercy 

in this scenario. Come up with scenarios that will resonate with your students in which they would possess 

some kind of power to show mercy. Examples could include:  (1) a friend borrows your bike and brings it back 

with a broken handlebar and a flat tire, (2) your sibling causes you to be late to school, (3) a family member 

breaks a promise she/he made to you. Ask your students to share with you what they think “mercy” is. Point 

out that many of us fail to show mercy to the people around us because we assume we don’t have the power 

to do so. Point out that in each scenario you shared, they possesses some power, even if it’s just the power 

to decide how to treat people. Today we will see how Jesus had the power to punish us but chose to offer us 

forgiveness. Through this session we will see that followers of Jesus are called to share His mercy with others.

2. Stories of Mercy
Share the story of Bryan Stevenson—or another such person who devoted their life to showing others 

compassion—with your students. Stevenson grew up in Delaware and graduated from Harvard Law School. 

After graduating, Stevenson could have worked for any number of high profile law firms and made a lot of 

money. Instead, however, he chose to move to Alabama and set up a law practice devoted to representing 

people who could not afford lawyers. He represented many people who were wrongly accused, and famously 

worked to free Walter McMillian from prison after he was convicted and put on death row for a murder he 

did not commit. Stevenson is a great example of the kind of mercy the Bible calls us to. Instead of using the 

power he had as an up-and-coming lawyer to make lots of money, Stevenson used the power he had to serve 

others and make sure those who couldn’t pay for legal counsel were represented. Likewise, followers of Jesus 

are called to share His mercy and compassion with others.
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READ LUKE 6:27-31.
27 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, 

do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 

29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the 

other also, and from one who takes away your 

cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give 

to everyone who begs from you, and from one 

who takes away your goods do not demand them 

back. 31 And as you wish that others would do to 

you, do so to them.

Look back at Luke 6:16-19. What sorts of things had Jesus been doing up to this 
point? What do you think people in Jesus’ day expected him to do?

CONTEXT | How does Jesus’ teaching here relate to the Sermon on the Mount in 
Matthew 5–7?

This section of Luke’s Gospel is often referred to as the Sermon on the Plain. It has many similarities 
to the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5–7, but is much shorter. The two best explanations for 
the similarities and differences are: (1) after becoming acquainted with the material found in 
Matthew, Luke selected and shaped the content to fit his purposes in writing (see Luke 1:1-4), or 
(2) since Jesus undoubtedly preached the same material in various locations, it is possible that 
the Sermon on the Mount and the Sermon on the Plain were presented on different occasions. 
Each Gospel writer was inspired by God to write their account, but it seems that God also inspired 
each to highlight different aspects of Jesus, His mission, and His teaching, giving us a deeper 
understanding and love for Jesus and the kingdom He came to establish.

The teaching we find in Luke 6:17-49 follows several important events in the life of Jesus. Prior to this, Jesus 

had overcome the temptations of Satan in the wilderness, had begun His preaching ministry, healed people of 

lifelong disorders and diseases, and cast out demons. It is not hard to see how the miracles Jesus performed 

would attract a large following of people in and around Galilee. Many of these followers probably hoped that 

He was the promised Messiah. However, they probably thought the miracles He performed were more like an 

appetizer than the main course. Most Jews at that time assumed the Messiah’s first major order of business 

would be to liberate Israel from the control of Rome. But instead of recruiting soldiers to help Him plot a 

course for fighting Rome, Jesus said things like, “Blessed are the poor, because the kingdom of God is yours.” 
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LUKE 6:27-31
6:27. Jesus offered practical guidance to help 

His disciples live like Him. He emphasized 

the need for them to listen to Him. Listeners 

constituted people who determined to follow 

His lead and to obey His instruction. Above all, 

Jesus called His followers to love.

6:28. Jesus called His disciples to act toward 

enemies in an unexpected way. The command 

to bless those who curse you went against 

popular Jewish teaching. The rabbis of the 

day taught their hearers to bless those who 

blessed them and to curse those who cursed 

them. Jesus’ demand for His followers proved 

more difficult. Prayer for the good of enemies 

demonstrates the radical change of heart that 

Christlike love demands from disciples.

6:30-31. Jesus acknowledged a general 

principle that demanded conduct similar to 

His. Jesus called Christians to go overboard in 

generosity. Verse 31 records Jesus’ expression 

of the Golden Rule. The Jews taught this 

concept in a negative way. For example, “If you 

don’t like something done to you, don’t do it 

to others.” Hence the rule is don’t hurt other 

people, and they won’t hurt you. Jesus turned 

the Golden Rule toward the positive. The 

tough aspect of this command entails rightly 

understanding the other person. This requires 

sensitivity to where the individual hurts in 

order that you can help in the best way.

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

Need more commentary? Use code 
B9X6TYWMGJ at mywsb.com for access 
to more Bible commentary on Luke.

How is what Jesus said in verses 27-31 different 
than what people in His day wanted Him to say? 
How is the way of life He presented here different 
than the way most people today think and live?

What can we learn from these verses about how 
we should treat people—particularly those we 
don’t like or who don’t like us?

The words, “But I say to you” implies that the people Jesus was 

preaching to had been hearing a different message. When Jesus 

preached a similar message in Matthew 5:43, He said, “You have 

heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” 

In other words, people in Jesus’ day thought a lot like most people 

today tend to think—I know I should love my neighbors, but my 

enemies? People who don’t like me, or who want to do me harm? It’s okay 

to hate those people, right? Jesus actually says we should go out of our 

way to show love to our enemies by looking for ways to serve them.

We live in a culture that is constantly encouraging us to look for ways 

to improve ourselves, get ahead, and make more money. Our culture 

tells teenagers to seek popularity and influence on Instagram, 

Twitch, or TikTok. In contrast to this, Jesus presents a completely 

different value system. He says we ought to be thinking about how 

much we can give to bless and help others, rather than how much we 

can get from them. He also tells us that there is no one we are free to 

write off as undeserving of our time, help, or respect. Jesus loved all 

kinds of people and offered hope to them all. We should, too.
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READ LUKE 6:32-36.
32 “If you love those who love you, what benefit 

is that to you? For even sinners love those who 

love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do 

good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even 

sinners do the same. 34 And if you lend to those 

from whom you expect to receive, what credit is 

that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get 

back the same amount. 35 But love your enemies, 

and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 

return, and your reward will be great, and you will 

be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the 

ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as 

your Father is merciful.

What does Jesus say we should expect back from those we love and serve? Is that 
difficult for you? Explain.

LEADER PACK 

ITEM 3 | Jesus practiced what He preached and showed us that a new way of living, marked 
by selfless love for others, is actually possible. Help students make the connection between 
Jesus’ counter-cultural teaching and His counter-cultural way of living as expressed in the 
Jesus . . . poster. 

What reason does Jesus give for why we should love our enemies, expecting 
nothing good in return (vv. 35-36)?

It is easy to love people who will love you back and to serve people who have more to give you than you can give 

to them. Most students are willing to serve their parents, despite how much their parents might annoy them, 

because they know their parents will continue providing for their needs. Additionally, if any of your students 

have part-time jobs, it is easy for them to do what their bosses say because they know they will get a paycheck. 

Jesus essentially says that kind of love and service isn’t anything special—it’s the kind of thing everyone does. 

Jesus, however, has come to establish the kingdom of God, and with it He is going to make a new, radical 

way of living possible for all who believe. Jesus ultimately says we should embrace this new way of mercy and 

compassion because God has been merciful and compassionate toward us.
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LUKE 6:32-36
6:32-33. Those who follow the Golden 

Rule live unselfishly. Jesus called for bold 

application of the Golden Rule. Jesus pointed 

out that even sinners love those who love them. 

Giving love in exchange for love requires no 

sacrifice. Giving love to those who refuse to 

love you in return takes something out of you. 

6:34. Jesus turned to an example of 

Christians who lend. Although Jewish law 

prohibited collecting interest on a loan, most 

lenders found ways to get around the law. For 

instance, in-kind goods or services might be 

paid to the lender instead of monetary interest. 

Christians are to lend for a different reason: to 

provide an advantage to the borrower instead 

of to oneself.

6:35-36. Jesus restated His life principle 

to love your enemies and do what is good. In 

similar fashion, He encouraged the disciples 

to lend, expecting nothing in return. This kind of 

behavior carries a reward. Jesus never taught 

that this great reward would be material in 

nature. Instead, Christians receive the reward 

of eternal life in God’s grace.

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

KEY QUESTION

God chose to love you and your students. He didn’t love you because 

you earned it, or because you are so much better than other people. 

He chose to love you and show you mercy even though you have 

actually done things to earn His disapproval (see Rom. 5:8). This 

kind of love is rare in life. In fact, if we hope to even come close to 

embracing this new way, it seems we need Jesus to work on our 

hearts and minds to reorient the way we think and live. Thankfully 

Jesus offers to do just that.

How does Jesus describe those who truly love 
their enemies in verse 35? Why is this a greater 
reward than what we might get in return from the 
people we serve?

The reward promised to those who follow Jesus far outweighs 

anything He might call us to sacrifice. Not only does Jesus say 

that following Him will result in a great reward, but He also says 

that those who follow Him have a new identity—“children of the 

Most High.” Those who trust Jesus belong eternally to God, and as 

His adopted children, we can know we have worth and value. It is 

this eternal, spiritual perspective that empowers us to love people 

even when they hate us and strive to do us wrong. This is a pretty 

revolutionary kind of love, but it is exactly the kind of love Jesus 

lived out by dying on the cross for our sins. It is the type of love Jesus 

invites us to show to the people around us at every chance we get.
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READ LUKE 6:37-38.
37 “Judge not, and you will not be judged; 

condemn not, and you will not be condemned; 

forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it 

will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, 

shaken together, running over, will be put into 

your lap. For with the measure you use it will be 

measured back to you.”

Why might Jesus have followed up His teaching on loving our enemies with this 
command not to judge others?

Does this mean we should never speak up when we see people doing sinful things 
or making bad decisions? Explain.

THEOLOGY | Does verse 38 mean that if we serve others, God owes us?

When Jesus says that the measure we use will be measured back to us, He doesn’t mean that 
our service puts God in our debt. This concluding proverb, which is also found in Matthew 7:2 
and Mark 4:24, points out that a believer’s behavior toward others will determine God’s behavior 
toward that believer. The issue is not that human generosity means God owes us the exact same 
generosity in return (no more and no less), but that human generosity is rewarded with divine 
generosity, which is far greater, as the early part of this verse shows. In contrast, showing little 
generosity will result in little in return (compare with 8:18; 19:25-26).

If we hope to truly love other people, particularly our enemies, we need to work on how we think about them. 

If you constantly look down on people who are not like you or don’t share your values, you are going to have a 

really hard time serving them or showing them the kind of mercy Jesus calls us to. So how we see other people 

matters to God—and it matters greatly. Here Jesus isn’t saying that we shouldn’t ever speak up when we see 

others making poor choices or living in patterns of sin. If we really care about the people around us, particularly 

our Christian friends, we will lovingly speak up when we see them making destructive and sinful choices. This 

is something the Bible calls us to do (Matt. 5:15-17; Jude 1:22; Heb. 3:13). The main point in these verses is 

that following Jesus requires showing mercy and compassion to people who don’t deserve it—therefore, we 

need to fight the temptation of thinking that we are better than others. Following Christ means we don’t give 
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LUKE 6:37-38
6:37. Jesus instructed the merciful disciple 

(see v. 36) with two negative commands 

followed by two positive ones. Jesus prohibited 

hurtful criticism of others. Condemnation 

went one step further than criticism. It refers 

to the arrogant assignment of guilt to another 

person’s actions. The first positive instruction 

insists that disciples forgive. The word used 

here for forgive means “to pardon, to set free.” 

A forgiving Christian holds no grudges. In this 

way we remain free to receive the forgiveness 

God gives. A merciful God exemplifies 

generous giving.

6:38. “Measure” involves weighing and 

judging. Be fair to others, because the measure 

you use will return to you. If you are generous, 

generosity will be returned to you in full 

measure. If you are stingy and uncharitable, 

such will be the standards by which you are 

judged. In the Sermon on the Plain, Jesus is 

painting a picture of what life in the kingdom 

He is bringing ought to look like. This is a 

foretaste of the eternal kingdom to come. 

It is a place marked by kindness, love, and 

understanding—a place where God’s people 

are committed to each other’s good.

   SCRIPTURE
commentary

Share about a time someone showed you love when you 
didn’t deserve it. How did that act point you to Jesus? Or 
consider sharing about a time when God used you to show 
love to someone who you didn’t initially want to love or 
serve. Share what you learned from this experience.

BE  VULNERABLE

up on the people around us and we don’t write them off. Encourage 

your students to think of people they might have judged as lesser 

or morally inferior and challenge them to think of ways they might 

love, serve, and point such people to Jesus.

LEADER PACK 

ITEM 6 | One of the most remarkable aspects of Jesus’ 
ministry is the people He ate meals with. See the Meals 
of Jesus in Luke poster for examples of ways that Jesus 
sought out and loved people who didn’t deserve His love.

session 7

71



Review: What is mercy? How has God shown mercy to you?

How should the mercy that God has shown you impact the 
way you treat other people? What about the way you think 
about others?

What is one practical way you could show love to an “enemy”?

 
What challenges you the most about Jesus’ counter-cultural 
teaching? How can we help each other live out Jesus’ teaching 
even when it is really hard?
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Followers of Jesus are called to share His mercy and 
compassion with others.

CENTRAL truth

THE STUDENT LEADER PACK is available for purchase on lifeway.com/ 

explorethebiblestudents. It includes valuable posters that are referenced throughout 

the Leader Guide, Family Connection guides that equip families to discuss the Bible on-

the-go, a Midweek study of a complimentary book of the Bible,  a link to training audio 

to help leaders prepare for each session, and PowerPoint templates with graphics from 

the quarter study to help prepare slides for teaching.

NOWwhat?

KEY QUESTION
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What does this passage 
demand of me?

DAY 1 LUKE 6:20-23

DAY 2 LUKE 6:24-26

DAY 3 LUKE 6:27-31

DAY 4 LUKE 6:32-36

DAY 5 LUKE 6:37-42

7 ARROWS FOR BIBLE 
reading

What does this 
passage say?

What did this  
passage mean to its 

original audience?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does this 
passage tell us 
about God?

How does this 
passage change the 
way I relate to people?

How does this 
passage prompt 
me to pray?

The Bible is no ordinary book—it is God’s powerful Word and it is given to us for our good (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 

Heb. 4:13). So we should read the Bible more carefully and thoughtfully than any other book. This is where the 

7 Arrows of Bible Reading come in—these 7 questions will train you and your students to get more out of your time 

in the Bible and experience its life-transforming power. Your students’ Daily Discipleship Guide (item 005646504) 

contains five days of Daily Devotions built on the 7 Arrows. Here is a summary of the texts they will be studying. 

We encourage you to follow along and use the 7 Arrows questions to guide your own study of God’s Word.

        DAILYdevotions

LEADER  
challenge
MEMORIZE
Luke 6:27-28

CONNECT
Send a group email or group message 

to your students, encouraging them 

to complete their daily devotions. You 

might also consider sharing your own 

insights from the daily readings as a 

means of encouraging them.
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