
 

Context: 
Daniel’s the only book that spans the entire exile.  A teenager when he was taken captive to Babylon during the 
first wave of exiles, Daniel was still in Babylon as an old man, when the Jews began returning to Jerusalem in 
536/537 BC.  Daniel spends that entire time in the city of Babylon.  The Babylonians were conquered by the Medes 
& Persians in 539 BC.  So, chapters 1-4, 7, and 8 occur during the reign of the Babylonians.  Chapter 5 records the 
fall of the last Babylonian king, and the takeover by the Medes.  And chapters 9 and 6 record events that occurred 
during the reign of the new empire, called the Medo-Persian Empire.  God’s people, it seems, are just caught up as 
pawns in this great battle for dominance. 

Theme of the book of Daniel: 
The Most High, the God of Daniel, sovereignly rules and reigns supreme over all mankind.  Therefore, His people 
are brave in the face of persecution.   

Key Verse: Ch4:17 For this has been decreed by the messengers; it is commanded by the holy ones, so that 

everyone may know that the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the world. He gives them to anyone he 
chooses— even to the lowliest of people.”  

 

Structure & Main point: 
The literary structure of the book of Daniel like many other pieces of ancient literature—is structured as a 
“chiasm.” That is, pairs of parallel passages that work from the ends of the book to its middle where the main point 
lies. 
 

Daniel from 40,000 feet:  chapter 1, verses 1-4 begins with Daniel and the nation of Judah going into exile.  And 

then in Daniel chapter 9, we see that it’s time for the exile to be finished.  Move a little further in.  Chapter 2 
focuses on king Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of a statue representing four great kingdoms.  Now, with the end of the 
exile in chapter 9 we move a little bit further in and we see, in chapters 7 and 8, more visions of kingdoms, with 
four kingdoms again in chapter 7.  In all, the content of the first half of the book is recapitulated in the second half. 
 



And then the middle, the main point, we have stories of two kings (Nebuchadnezzar & Belshazzar) being humbled 
from, what they thought, were places of untouchable sovereignty. And set in the middle of those two stories we 
find chapter 4, verses 34 and 35, the main point of the book of Daniel: 

 

34
At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and 

I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, 
for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
    and his kingdom endures from generation to generation; 
35

all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, 
    and he does according to his will among the host of heaven 
    and among the inhabitants of the earth; 
and none can stay his hand 
    or say to him, “What have you done?” 

 
 
Brief overview of the parallels: 

 
Daniel 4, 5  

- (Ch4) Nebuchadnezzar and (Ch5) Belshazzar. Two prideful & arrogant kings who believe that they rule by 
their own might.  They believe that they are the king of kings. They are ultimately removed from their 
place of rule by the hand of God the Most High. The Point: God alone is the sovereign ruler of Heaven & 

earth, and those who set themselves up against the Most High will indeed be humbled, to their everlasting 

benefit or everlasting regret. 

 
Daniel 3, 6 

- (Ch3) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego thrown into the fiery furnace and (Ch6) Daniel thrown into the 
lion’s den. Both are miraculously saved & vindicated by God the Most High. The Point: God is on His 
throne and we should serve Him now with that knowledge, no matter the outcome to our current life. 

 
Daniel 2, 7-8 

- (Ch2) Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a large statue (representing four kingdoms) which is destroyed by a 
rock, thrown it seems, from heaven, that grows to fill the whole earth. (Ch7-8) Daniel has a dream of four 
terrible beasts, which the Son of Man destroys and takes the dominion that was once theirs. The rock 
thrown from Heaven in Ch2 is God’s own Kingdom, that eventually fills the whole earth. The Son of Man 
who takes dominion from the four beasts is the Lord Jesus Christ. (Mark 14:61-62. “Again the high priest 
asked him, ‘Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’ And Jesus said, ‘I am, and you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.’) The Point: the “great 
powers” around us are all passing away and that God’s kingdom on earth is indeed coming. 

 
Daniel 1, 9 

- (Ch1) the people of God go into exile.  (Ch9) the people of God are ready to come out! We see this as both 
a physical and spiritual reality. (Ch1) A rejection of God/assimilation to pagan culture to (Ch9:24-25) a 
prophesy given that speaks to an end of sin and a coming of an anointed one! The Point: We can see 
Daniel’s hope, and also see the end of spiritual exile that has come in Christ. 
 

Daniel 10-12  

- Does not fit into the mirroring structure. Does contain more predictive prophesies about the future of 
God’s people and continue the theme of God’s rule as Most High over all nations and peoples. The Point: 
the eternal reward that’s waiting when we finally arrive home  

 



 

 
Two in One: 
In the Hebrew Bible, these two books were considered one work, though some evidence suggests they 
were written separately and joined in the Hebrew canon (and then separated again in English 
translations). The history recorded in Ezra-Nehemiah spans from the time the Jews began to return to 
Jerusalem, in 538 BC to a century after that first return. Together, Nehemiah and Ezra directed the 
political and religious restoration of the Jews in their homeland after the Babylonian captivity. 
 
Theme of the book(s): 
God is renewing the covenant by restoring His people, the temple, true worship, and Jerusalem.  But it’s not the 
end, and it doesn’t fulfill all the great prophesies.  Thus, His people still look to the future. 
 

Context & Brief Overview of Ezra: 

 Ezra was a direct descendant of Aaron the chief priest (7:1–5), thus he was a priest and scribe in 
his own right.  
 

 The book of Ezra records two separate time periods directly following the seventy years of 
Babylonian captivity. 

o  Ezra 1–6 covers the first return of Jews from captivity, led by Zerubbabel—a period of 
twenty-three years beginning with the edict of Cyrus of Persia and ending at the 
rebuilding of the temple in Jerusalem (538–515 BC). The focus here is on God’s 
faithfulness to His promises.  

 Ex: Exactly 70 yrs. of captivity when God moved Cyrus’ heart to allow the Jews 
to return home just as Jeremiah prophesied. Also the return of all the vessels 
from the House of the Lord. Probably included the golden altar, golden table, 
golden lampstands, golden basins, massive bronze pillars, stands, and basins. 
Enormous wealth, and things that were all irreplaceable, restored by God. 
 

o  Ezra 7–10 picks up the story more than sixty years later, after the temple is completed, 
when Ezra led the second group of exiles to Israel (458 BC).  Ch7:9-10 says that “the 
good hand of his God was on him. 10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of 
the LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel.” 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ezra%201%E2%80%936
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ezra%207%E2%80%9310


 The main lesson to see here is that while the exiles have returned and rebuilt the Temple, God 
hasn’t yet completed his plan of salvation.   

o Ezra’s prayer in 9:8.  “But now for a brief moment favor has been shown by the LORD our 
God, to leave us a remnant and to give us a secure hold within his holy place, that our God 
may brighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in our slavery.” 

 
Context & Brief Overview of Nehemiah: 
 
 

On its own, the book of Nehemiah could be read as a sequel to the book of Ezra. The book of 
Nehemiah opens in the Persian city of Susa in the year 444 BC. Later that year, Nehemiah traveled to 
Israel, leading the third of three returns by the Jewish people following their seventy years of exile in 
Babylon. The narrative concludes around the year 430 BC. & is the last historical book in the O.T. 

 
- Although the book of Esther appears after Nehemiah in the canon, the events in Esther 

occurred in the time period between Ezra 6 and 7, between the first and second returns 
of the people to Israel. 

 

 Nehemiah was a layman, not a priest like Ezra nor a prophet like Malachi. He served the Persian 
king in a secular position before leading a group of Jews to Jerusalem in order to rebuild the city 
walls. 
 

 Nearly 100 years after the first exiles returned, Jerusalem’s walls are still broken down.  This 
means that the people, the Davidic line, and the priest-led worship are all still vulnerable to 
Israel’s enemies.  Both militarily and morally.  So when Nehemiah, a government official serving 
the Persians in Susa, hears about this, he weeps and sets himself to prayer.  

 

o Ch 1:6-7 “Even I and my father's house have sinned.  We have acted very corruptly 
against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the 
rules that you commanded your servant Moses.”  
 

 In chapter 2, Nehemiah travels to Jerusalem, about a decade after Ezra returned.  When he gets 
there, he’s able to convince the people to rebuild the walls. 

o Ch 2:20. “The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and 
build.”  Divine sovereignty and human responsibility. 

 

 Ch 4-7 give some of the details of life during the building of the wall.  
o Opposition from their neighbors. Mockery from their enemies, which turned into 

attacks from their enemies. Complaining by the workers about the cost 
o Ultimately the wall around Jerusalem is built in less than a year, and the people are 

happy & rejoicing.  
 

 Ch 8-10, we come to the part that everything else has been driving to: the reestablishment of 
the covenant! 

o 8:8 “They [that is, the Levites] read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they 
gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.”   
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o 10:29 [All the people now] join with their brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse 
and an oath to walk in God's Law that was given by Moses the servant of God, and to 
observe and do all the commandments of the LORD our Lord and his rules and his 
statutes. 

 

 Ch 13, the people break the covenant, violating the Sabbath and intermarrying with the 
surrounding nations. Once again, we see the same problems. The law is not yet written on their 

hearts. This is not the full arrival of the kingdom of God, this is not the new covenant with 
new hearts in the new heaven and the new earth. 
 

o  A greater salvation, greater than the Exodus, greater than the return from exile 
must yet be coming.  A greater kingdom, greater than David’s, greater than 
Solomon’s, greater than Ezra’s and Nehemiah’s, still awaits! 


