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NOTES  FROM  NORM 
 "I pray the Lord answers you whenever you are in trouble. Let the name of Jacob's God protect you.  Let God send help to you from the 

sanctuary and support you from Zion."  (Ps 20:1-2) 
 
 I don't have to tell you that things are bad in Burke County.  So let us begin with that scripture and prayer. 
 
 My goal is simply to keep you informed (not to add to your fears, but enlist your prayers and actions for one another). 
 
 At present, I'm aware of at least 8 persons from our congregation with the virus.  None of these cases have been from 
attending SUMC.  Some have had minor symptoms, others are more severe and on oxygen.  One is presently hospitalized.  Most 
have had a vaccine, but not all of them.  Some have been named for prayer and others don't want it known.  Zachary Cagle’s 
uncle died in ICU Monday.  We do know that our hospital is beyond capacity and understaffed.   
 
 All of this means that, regardless of vaccine status, we should still be cautious and caring.  It means truly everyone is 
affected because if you have a heart attack or car accident now, you may have difficulties or delays in receiving care.  Things are 
as bad or worse than they were earlier in Dec and Jan when we suspended in-person programs again at SUMC.   
 
At this time, we are not pausing in-person programs largely because of 3 things.   
 -Unlike Jan, vaccines are now readily available to anyone over 12 years old 
 -Unlike Jan, air purification systems have been added in all of our buildings 
 -Unlike Jan,  at least 70% of our congregation are vaccinated and those who have returned continue to be gracious about  
  following our guidelines.   
 
 *We want everyone to recognize that attending SUMC programs is not without risk but it is significantly reduced 
thanks to our guidelines and efforts.  Please make the decisions you deem necessary for your safety.  If our attendance drops sig-
nificantly, we will consider pausing all in-person programming because it tells us the majority of folks do not feel safe at this 
time.   
 

 *If you are attending Sunday School, worship, or another gathering during this time, please take seriously the need to 
stay home if you don't feel well and to wear a mask indoors.  This is a gift to everyone.  
(Remember kids under 12 have no opportunity for vaccines and only 5% of those 12-17 in Burke have had a shot).   
 

 *Visitation restrictions have returned.  I have not done any general visitation since the pandemic began, only a crisis or 
emergency.  Please do lmk of needs or surgeries, but I will not be doing hospital or home visits at this time.  We will try to 
spread prayer requests by email and announcements.   
 

 *Additionally, we are offering another vaccine clinic at SUMC on Wednesday Sept 1, 8:30-9:30am.  If you know any-
one who needs a vaccine please invite them.  Walk-ins welcome and there is no cost.  
 

 Thank you for continuing to do your part to offer love and care to our neighbors.  We are not out of the woods, but nei-
ther are we alone. 
        God with us! 

C-19  Guidelines : 
-If you feel sick OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, please do not attend!   
 -Masks must be worn during any indoor programs.   
 -Consider stepping outside for extended conversations or greeting. 
 -You may place your offering at the altar before/during/after service 
 

Other procedures: 
-New purification system has been installed in all buildings. -Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services 
-We will spray to disinfect before worship.   -Nursery is open for family use, but not staffed.  
- Assume everyone wants to maintain safe distance unless given permission. 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 



Wednesday Night Study 
Beginning Sept 15 @ 6:30pm 

 
You’re invited to a 6 week study of 
rich insights into Hebrew scripture.  

Reading the Old Testament Through 
Jewish Eyes explores the Torah, the 
first five books of the Hebrew Bible, 

and highlights points of interest to 
Christians.  We learn the role of the 

Torah in Jewish worship and practice 
and explore key themes of each book 
guided by the wisdom of Jewish inter-

preters through the centuries.  
 

The book is recommended but not re-
quired.  You can purchase the ebook 

for $10 at amazon or order a copy thru 
the church office.   

  

Fall Worship Series:  Jesus is the Question 
 
 The first words Jesus speaks in the Gospels are in the form of 
a question.  According to scholars, he asks over 300 questions and 
directly answers less than 5.  It is telling that the word “question” 
contains the word quest.  A question sends you on a journey often in 
search of something very valuable.  If we are looking for Jesus to 
have all the answers, we might be disappointed.  Jesus is not looking 
to share information but to elicit transformation.  What might it 
mean for us to live the questions of Jesus?  Join us in-person or 
online this Fall for this series based on Martin Copenhaver’s book 
Jesus is the Question.  
  
Sept 5 - All those questions   
Sept 12 - What are you looking for?  (John 1:35-42) 
Sept 19 - What is your name?  (Mark 5:1-13) 
Sept 26 - Why do you worry about clothing?  (Matt 6:25-34) 
Oct 3 - How much bread do you have?  (Mark 6:30-44) 
Oct 10 -Question Jesus answers (Matt 17:14-21/Matt 18:21-22) 
Oct 17 - Questions after resurrection  (John 21:4-19) 
 

  Ladies of any 
age are welcome 

to join the  
United Method-
ist Women for 
monthly meet-
ings @ 7pm on 

1st Thursday of each month.   
(NO  UMW  meeting in SEPT.) 

 

UMW have 
canned green 

beans for sale for 
missions.  See any 

of our ladies to 
purchase your 

veggies.   

 
Dear Salem UMC, 

We are deeply grateful for your generous support. Because of you con-
struction is currently underway on all three homes and families are be-
ing interviewed for the program.  
Together we can help these families take the next step toward econom-
ic stability. We are going to make a difference in these lives. This is 
possible due to people like you.  With Great appreciation, 
  Open Hearts Place Board of Directors 
 
Dear Church family, 
Thank you so much for helping me go to Camp Tekoa Foothills. I enjoyed 
it and learned a lot! 
  Darcy Cabe 

NEW  SUMC  T-shirts  
 

Great to wear for any occasion.   
 

Contact church office to get yours today!   
Available in size S-XXL   ~   $9   

 

(as pictured. Shirt color: Kiwi/Lime) 



Change the World - Devo #7 
by Mike Slaughter   

 

“[Jesus] said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked 
all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.”   (Luke 5:4-5) 

 

 Jesus was teaching the crowds on the bank of the Sea of Galilee. Two boats were on the water’s edge 
while the owners were cleaning their nets after a long night of fruitless labor. Jesus enlisted the fishermen’s assis-
tance and used Peter’s boat for a better vantage point in addressing the crowds. After speaking, he told Peter to 
move out to the deep water and let down his nets. In others words, do something you haven’t done before. Take 
new risks. Go to new places. Try new things. 
 My friend Bill McGraw has a place on Lake Erie. One day he said, “Mike, you have to take a couple of  

days and go walleye fishing with me.”  So, I took him up on his offer. We got up long before daylight, loaded the boat, and set out. I 
couldn’t believe how easy it was. I had my first keeper on the second cast. We caught our limit by nine and didn’t even need the lunch 
we had packed. The “Erie Dearie” lures worked just the way the guy at the bait shop told us they would. 
 I could hardly wait to get back to Bill’s place the next spring for walleye season.  We didn’t even pack a lunch. After all, we 
were in hours before lunch the year before. Well, our prior experience of success did not serve us very well on this occasion. We re-
peated the same routine, hit the same spots, and used the same lures, but we had only three bites and caught only one small perch by 
noon. We finished the long day with only one walleye between us to show for all our hard work. We docked the boat and discovered 
from the day’s more successful fisher folks that the fish were biting about two miles farther out from where we had been trolling. Les-
son learned: you can’t keep fishing in the same places. 
 Consider the results when Peter was willing to cast out into new places: They caught so many fish that their nets began to 
break, and they had to call for help! There is an important analogy here. If you want to be an effective disciple of Jesus Christ or 
“fisher of people,” you have to be willing to move out of your comfort zone, try new things, and enlist the help of others. 
 
  How is God calling you to move out of your comfort zone in order to spread the word? 

Church Directory Sign-Ups BEGIN! 

A pictorial directory is a powerful tool for our church to 
help us stay connected and know each other better.  Our 
current directory is 5 years old and significantly in need of 
revision.  Please make an appointment to have your pic-
ture taken!  We want everyone possible to be included.   
 

Oct 19-20  2-8:30pm 
 
What to know: 
-Register your appointment online beginning Sept 6 
(you may also call Zach in the church office on Tu. or Fri. 

11am-5pm, or sign up using the sheet on Sundays) 
-Your time onsite is streamlined and should only last 
about 15 minutes. (your proof consult will be online by 
ZOOM or later on church office PC) 
 
-Photographer will implement C-19 
procedures/cleaning 
-Each household photographed and 
completing an online proof receives a 
free 8x10 and directory. 

 

-We hope to add a third day if these initial slots fill up. 
 

Register Link:  https://instant-scheduling.com/sch.php?kn=763&typId=63719&step=2 
     (or  use QR code) 

Monthly Greeter list   

 

1st Sunday Jack Bridges  2nd Sunday Charles Autrey 
3rd Sunday Holly Keller  4th Sunday Kevin Reinke 
5th Sunday Jodi Brown  Alternate Bruce Pollard 

https://instant-scheduling.com/sch.php?kn=763&typId=63719&step=2


Mark 7:1-8 
(posted by Darren Philip  8/29/21  churchofscotland.org) 

“Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with de-
filed hands?”  (Mark 7:5) 

 

 

 Having lived through a year and a half where hand hygiene has been 
even more essential for survival than usual, it might be tempting to think that 
the Pharisees and scribes have a bit of a point when they criticize the disciples 
for eating without washing their hands first. It is important, though, to remem-
ber that their concern is not in the interests of good sanitization, but rather it is 
ceremonial cleanliness which is foremost in their minds. They had codified thou-
sands of regulations which would make or keep a person ritually clean (the gos-
pel writer lists the washing of cups, pots and bronze kettles as examples) and 
washing hands in a certain way before a meal was one such rule. 
 Jesus responds by calling them hypocrites, quoting from Isaiah 29:13, 
where the prophet bemoaned those who practice the rituals of religion by rote 
without anywhere allowing it to enter into their hearts.  I remember songs and 
choruses from when I was young ("Read your Bible, pray every day…" etc.) that 
left me with the impression that faith simply boiled down to a set of rituals and 
practices which, so long as I performed them faithfully, need have no larger im-
pact on my life.  Here, Jesus clearly speaks against falling into that trap – reli-
gious practices are well and good if they help turn our hearts towards God and 
others, but it is essential to ensure that the tradition does not become our idol 
rather than God.  A life of faith must be so much more than religious ob-
servance. 
 Jesus then goes beyond just the Pharisees and the scribes, and speaks 
to the whole crowd, making what would have been a shocking claim that "there 
is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come 
out are what defile."  William Barclay described this as "well-nigh the most revo-
lutionary passage in the New Testament."  Jesus goes against centuries of tradi-
tion and countless scriptures of law which make provision for what foods and 
objects are clean or unclean, and instead declares that it is not physical matter 
(such as food) that can be clean or unclean, but rather human hearts. 
 It is worth stopping for a moment and imagining being part of that 
crowd, having lived with the teachings, traditions and laws that formed your 
understanding of faith, then hearing Jesus sweep all that aside and proclaim 
that's not what really matters. It must have been a lot to take in.  I wonder what 
traditions and practices we hold dear, which we would find as difficult to see 
past, Jesus might also proclaim to us don't really matter? 

Back 2 School  2021 
 

On Aug. 23 we again distributed almost 120 biscuits and some coffee to teachers, kids, parents, 
and passerbys.  Special thanks to Margaret Shell, Kevin Reinke, Kathryn Jones, and Nancy Krall 

for serving that day!    
Also pictured are staff and students 

from part of our Back 2 School “shoe” 
blessing during worship on Aug 15. 

 
*Due to C-19 outbreaks and health 

concerns, we are again unable to pro-
vide reading buddies or volunteers to 
Salem Elementary this semester.  We 
are however, accepting monetary do-
nations thru Sept 5 for SES student 

needs.    

Resurrection 2022 
Winter Youth Retreat 

Pigeon Forge, TN  
Jan 21-23, 2022 

 
 

The Rez Youth Retreat is being 
offered again in 2022.  If you 
missed out these last 2 years or are 
interested to attend in January 
please contact Pastor Norm ASAP. 
(rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
 
The early deadline is Sept 28 to 
limit our cost to $50 per person.  
Includes, transport, registration, 
lodging and most meals.  Must be 
vaccinated to attend. 
www.resurrectionyouth.com 
 

*Also FUMC-Morganton welcomes 
us to meet with then Sundays @5pm.  
They’d also be interested in attending 

Rez together. 



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(Activities are returning.  See below for dates) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru August 27, 2021 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,875.19 
Yearly Budget needed:  $201,510.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $131,756.58 
Total Received for Budget:    $125,152.12 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $124,969.86 
 

We are $182.26 ahead of expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2021: 
Backpack Ministry:  $550.00 
Building Fund:    $10,605.00 
Youth:   $2900.00 
Cemetery Fund: $2,075.00 
 

*(We are still just $2,100 shy of fully covering the cost 
of air upgrades and a $1,000 shy of a new playground. 
Any additional gifts to the building fund are greatly ap-
preciated!) 

1 Zane Whitener  
4 Bill Hutchins, Stephen Reinke 
6 Rita Russ, Sierra Craig 
7 Joann Patton, Steve Snyder 
10 Ernest Stroup 
11 Kim Garrison 
13 Dawn Hutchins, Elizabeth Smith 
15 Katie Horton 
16 Kevin Reinke 
19 Cassie Wellman, Nancy Clark 
21 Sexton Dale, Linda Wilson 
22 Lara Roper Wilson, Lynda Woody 
23 Cindy Robinson, Marcia McCall 
26 Jodi Brown 
27 Wynn Whitener 
29 Hamilton Brown 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
16 Scott & Michelle Roper 
23  Charles & Lara Autrey 
26 Paul & Rebecca Dale 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Prayer Requests & Concerns: Mary Carswell, Terry Campbell, Sue 

Bunch, Gerald, Kay & Mozelle Duckworth, Steve & Jane Stroup, 

Trey Crowe,  Garland Ross, Brenda Autrey, Kevin & Pam Patton, 

Troy Patton, Fred Causby, Kathryn & Ray Duckworth 

 

Home Bound:        Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, Fred Duckworth, 

Nursing Home Residents:- Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison 

                                               - College Pines- James Carswell                                                                                                

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (August) 

 
Frank Reinke        by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, Cary Clark,  
         Bruce & Kay Pollard,  
      Norman & Kathryn Jones  
Brandi Woody                           by  Alan & JoAnn Byrd 

September Calendar Dates: 
Weekly:   
         Sun - 10:35am worship, 9:30am Sunday School  
 Mon - 10am Prayer Shawl Min. (Ed Bldg) 
 

Sept 1 -  C-19 Vaccines (FH), 8:30-9:30am 
Sept 6 - Directory Photo Sign-ups Begin 
Sept 12 - Church Council Mtg (FH), 4pm 
 Youth Group, 5pm (@ FUMC) 
Sept 15 - Jewish OT Study (Yth Rm), 6:30pm 
Sept 17– Open Hearts Blood Drive, St Matt UMC 
Sept 19 - Youth Group, 5pm (@ FUMC) 
Sept 22 - Jewish OT Study (Yth Rm), 6:30pm 
Sept 28 - TN Youth Retreat Deadline  (Jan 2022) 
Sept 29 - Jewish OT Study (Yth Rm), 6:30pm 
 Choir Practice, 7pm (Sanct) 

 

Next   Choir   Practice  
September 29, 7pm  (Sanctuary) 

St Matthews UMC Blood Drive 
 Friday,  Sept 17  12-5 pm (FH) 

 

For every blood donor, $20 is given to Open 
Hearts Place housing ministry.  

 

Sign up online at:  
https://donate.thebloodconnection.org/donor/

schedules/drive_schedule/177854 
 
 

Masks are required 


