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Salem Scoop 
     NOTES  FROM  NORM 

 

Putting God First 
Don’t forget the covenant that I made with you. Don’t worship other gods.  Instead, worship only the Lord your God.  He will res-

cue you from your enemies’ power.     (2 Kings 17:38-39) 
 

 Do we worship idols?  The answer may surprise you.  
 
 During the month of September, our church will begin a series about God’s generosity and our response (based 
on the book Shiny Gods by Mike Slaughter). Putting God First will be our focus in our worship and life together this 
month.  
 We are made in God’s image and are meant to be creators of life and hope, not the consumers of our culture’s 
shiny gods.  We have the ability to change the world and create a legacy that will live forever in the lives of generations 
to follow.  That legacy starts when each of us take the hard steps of financial discipline and fulfill the call to generosity 
that God has placed in all of us.  
 The goal is for us to ask questions of ourselves and be open to the possibility that God will lead us in new direc-
tions in our lives.  During the month of September, we’ll be challenged in a number of different ways:   
 
      ~ We’ll be asked to look for the idols in our own lives and name the ways these idols enslave us, holding us  

back from living in the true freedom that God desires for us 
  ~ We’ll be challenged to consider the place that money, work, and debt have in our own lives.  What are  

our common understandings of these, and might the witness of Scripture lead us to some  
different understandings? 

 ~ We’ll be challenged to ask ourselves what it means for us to be faithful, to save, and to give. How do we  
balance all the competing interests in our lives? What priorities does God want us to have? 

 ~ We’ll be challenged to give with our hearts, not out of obligation or a sense of duty and not just when  
we think the recipient deserves our gift.  Instead, we’ll be challenged to give the way God gives— 
freely, fully, with no favorites or expectations of repayment. 
 

 At the end of this series, it is my prayer we will have begun to grow into the individuals and the church God 
knows we can be.  Please join us each week in Putting God First. 
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HERE  WE  GROW! 
 

BTW - The Jones family grew by 1 last month as we welcomed 

Konrad Sommer, a German exchange student, to our home. Konrad 

is 15 years old and comes to us from Cologne where he lives with 

his parents, older brother Jonathan, and cat Sammy.  He enjoys 

soccer, tennis, and American football and hopes to play sports while 

here.  He’s excited about the opportunity to learn more about Ameri-

can culture in Morganton and has jumped right in.  Konrad is a 

sophomore at Patton HS for the fall before returning to Germany at 

the end of January.  He comes from a Catholic background and 

school and looks forward to experiencing church and youth group at 

Salem.  Thank you for making him feel so welcome! 



Prayer Partners 
 
Imagine if we began to pray for our kids like Je-

sus prays for us.  What a joy and precious oppor-
tunity to be able to pray for and encourage our 
children and youth.  Many of you committed 

prayers and notes of encouragement to one of your children/youth 
last school year.  Would you consider signing up again or perhaps 
supporting this ministry for the first time?   
We ask that you pray for your child/youth by name at least once a 
week.  Additionally, you should encourage your student by send-
ing them a note monthly.  This could be a scripture, a card, or your 
own words of love and support.  Contact Kathryn 919-260-9852  
or kbjones549@gmail.com.  Thank you for supporting our kids as 
they grow in faith.   

  Oct. 29  - Ed Kilbourne   
11am (combined) worship &  6pm Concert   

(5:30pm meal) 
 

A Singer, storyteller, and folk-theologian, Ed Kilbourne is widely known for his ability to combine music and spir-
itual teaching in worship and concert settings.  A son of Methodist missionaries, Ed has over 8,000 solo perfor-

mances during his career and recorded 24 albums.   www.edkilbourne.com 

  

 To all of you who called, sent cards, visited, 
and most of all... Prayed! I appreciate your kindness and 
thoughtfulness during my hospital stay and illness. What 
a blessing it is to have such a wonderful church family. 
With love, Cary Clark  
 
Your Kind expression of Sympathy means so much 
Thank you does no even cover how we feel for all that 
you and your church members did for us in our time of 
grief.   
The Ramirez/Stephenson/Skelton Family 
 
Thank you from Options for your donation that will help 
offer support and services to the victims of domestic 
violence and violent crimes.  

Sept. 24 - Bethel Colony of Mercy   
9am &  11am worship 

The Bethel Colony, located in Lenoir is a non-denominational ministry rehab center for men to 
help overcome drug/alcohol addiction through, teaching, counseling, worship, and accountability.  

They will lead our worship with testimonies and music from their praise team.    
www.bethelcolony.org  

FALL  FORMATION  SPECIAL  GUEST  SERIES: 
 

 Each month this Fall we’ll welcome special guests to Salem UMC to deepen and challenge us spiritually in explor-
ing faith, embodying Christ, and embracing others.  Mark your calendars and feel free to use them as great opportunities to 
invite friends and neighbors.  (A Love offering will be received at each event). 

 Nov 17 & 18  - Dr. Jim Fleming 
  5:45pm(Fri)  &  10am(Sat) 

Archeologist and founder of the Biblical History Center, Jim has lived and worked in Israel since 1973.  Known for 
discovering a gate below the Eastern Gate of the Temple Mount and serves on the advisory board for Biblical Archeol-

ogy Review.  Friday’s meal is followed by a lecture about the current situation in the Mid-East and Saturday’s lecture 
highlights miracle stories of the Old Testament.   www.biblicalhistorycenter.com  

Miracles Stories of the Bible (Nov 13-15)  
Experience the world of the Bible at Lake Junaluska 
through the teaching of Dr. Jim Fleming as you ex-
plore miracle stories of the OT & NT.  Each story 

you’ll discuss the human need, the presence of God, 
and the sense of wonder.  Cost for the seminar is 
$167 and free lodging is available for up to 4 per-

sons.  Contact Pastor Norm if you have interest.  
You must register before Oct 22.   
http://www.lakejunaluska.com/events/spiritual_enrichment/experiencing/  
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 POCKETS is a family devotional magazine 
for you and your kids to read and enjoy!  It in-
cludes short stories, devotions with scripture, 
family activities, and ways to incorporate faith 
and service into each day and week.   Pick up 
your copy from your Sunday School teacher or 
Kathryn Jones.  

The Reading Buddy program is 
getting ready to kick off its 4th 
year of working with Salem 
Elementary. The importance of 
this program and time spent 
with 1st and 2nd graders can be 
seen in the progress children 
make over the course of each 

year.  
The time spent serving is flexible and can be a time and duration 
that meets your schedule. If you are interested in learning more, 
please contact Barb Schneider at 438-4074.  A background check/
application is required to serve and orientation is offered.   
 If reading isn’t your cup of tea but you’d still like to serve, 
there are plenty of other ways you can be in ministry at SES too.  
Let's continue expanding this wonderful outreach ministry! 

Salem KIDS enjoyed a free night of play and 
painting at Me, You, and Some Glue last 
month.  They are offering another Wednesday 
for our children’s group to play and create.  
Mark your calendar for Wednesday, November 

8th from 5-7 pm.  This will be great time for kids to paint some 
Christmas gifts for the family.  Sign up with Kathryn.  (Pic on p.2) 

Family / Kids Movie 
Night 

 

Join us for pizza, pop-
corn and  

“Toy Story”! 

September 29 
 6pm 

IllumiNATION 
(Oct 20-22) -  

an opportunity for 
Middle and High 
School youth for 
a weekend of mis-
sion, worship, and 
fun. Overnight accommodations will be at Camp 
McCall in Golden Valley. Work projects will be 
coordinated by Rutherford Housing Project for vari-
ous locations throughout Rutherford County.  
Registration fee is $50 and includes accommoda-
tions, meals, t-shirt, and project materials.   

Deadline for registration/money Oct. 1!  See 
Kathryn (kbjones549@gmail.com) 

Youth Retreat- Jan 19-22, 2018  Resurrection is an annual 
worship and spiritual growth event in Pigeon Forge, TN for 

nearly 12,000 youth and their leaders celebrating the God of new 
life. Through inspirational words and music led by nationally-
known speakers and musicians, young people encounter the 

Lord in new and deeper ways.  This year features I Am They and 
Ginghamsburg Church Pastor, Rachel Billups.  Resurrection is 
hosted by the youth ministry of the Holston Conference of the 

UMC.  Registration deadline: Dec. 17.  Cost $60.  
www.resurrectionyouth.com 

BACK 2 SCHOOL PRAISE! 
*Tom Ayers, Eric Carswell, Dobie Kelly, Bruce Pol-
lard, Rick Senter & the UMM gave away 250 hot dog 
meals during open house @ Salem Elementary. 

*Amy Causby and SUMC ladies fed 50 Salem Elemen-
tary Staff a BBQ themed lunch with prizes during a 
teacher workday! 

*Bruce & Kay Pollard, Margaret Shell, Susan Kaika, 
Dian Goodnight, & Pastor Norm gave away 120 sau-
sage biscuits to grateful motorists on the first day of 
school.  Another 50 biscuits surprised a Patton HS hom-
eroom and 30 were shared with Mull Elementary staff. 

-Over $1,600 was collected last month for student needs 
at Salem Elementary thru Grant’s Fund and will be pre-
sented later this month.  Way to go SUMC!!! 



 

          Thanks & Praise: Camp McCall Summer Camp   
Just a brief note of thanks to the remarkable folks of Salem UMC.  Because of you, nine kids from Salem Elementary attend-
ed a week-long summer camp experience at Camp McCall in August with 31 other campers.  Why does that matter?  Allow 
me to share 3 highlights from my brief time with them.   
 
1- During an exercise where kids wrote out 1 thing they’d love to change about their family 
if they could, someone wrote: “to have more money so we didn’t have to worry about hav-
ing enough groceries each week.”  Another wrote: “for mom and dad to stop fighting all 
the time.”   
 

2- Preparing to share communion on Tuesday, an eight year-old looked at me funny be-
cause he didn’t know what it was.  “Have you never had the Lord’s Supper or Holy Com-

munion at church,” I asked?  “I don’t go to church,” he 
said.  Immediately, I reached over and gave him a high 
five.  “Why did you give me a high-five,” he asked.  “I 
just said I didn’t go to church.”  “Yes,” I replied, “but it means you get to experience 
something totally new and special right now.”   
 

3- I shared a devotion story of John Odom’s bat trade and how we are God’s precious 
child and treasure.  Later, while getting ready for bed, a young man came and shared this 
with me: “You know that story you shared about the baseball bats you told tonight?  
Sometimes that’s how I feel – like I’m not worth more than a piece of wood.”   
 

Wow!  God always blows me away.  I’m not suggesting these comments were all from 
the kids we sent.  In the case of the family change question, I don’t even know who wrote 

what.  Church, thank you for sharing the love of God with 40 remarkable kids (not just nine).  To me, that’s worth it all.  
Thank you for the privilege of being part of these young lives this week and thank you for being a congregation determined to 
love kids at all cost.  When you give to Salem UMC, you change hearts and lives.   



Salem YOUTH returns 
to a regular fall schedule 
with Sunday night meet-
ings from 5-7pm includ-
ing dinner, devotion, and 
fun.  Our focus for Sep-
tember is relationships 
and building up one an-
other.  All youth 6th-12th 
grade are welcome and 
invited to join us!   

9/3 NO Youth  (Labor Day) 
9/10 SALEM Youth 
9/17 SALEM Youth  
9/24 SALEM Youth 
9/30 Joint Youth campout at Christ UMC in Drexel 
(return to SUMC Sunday am) 
10/1 No Youth 

Maker Fun Factory VBS 2017 Recap 

 We celebrated 4 fantastic nights of bible 
school fun learning songs, bible verses, 
and super bible points about how God 
made us special and built us for a unique 
purpose.  We averaged around 45 kids 
each night.  Thank you to over 30 volun-
teers who helped lead, feed, and care for 
our children!   

ENOLA  TRAIL  GREENWAY    
UPDATE 

       

We are thrilled to partner with Patton High School to 
enable this project to be a success. Together, we hope 
to provide volunteer support and financial partnership 
through a community engagement grant to fund the 
cost of 1 bridge.  The trail will provide alternative 
modes of transportation to 
walk or bike to school, con-
nect school campuses for 
education and outdoor 
classrooms, and promote 
community health, whole-
ness, and exercise.   
We are pleased to announce 
that we have received a 
missional engagement grant 
from the WNC Conference 
of the UMC for $5000 to 
build one bridge for the 
trail!   
Special thanks to Jodi Brown, Wally Kaika, Jason 
Dale, Konrad Sommer, & Norm Jones for their labor 
during the Aug 26 workday.  We hope you’ll take 
advantage of our next community workday to help 
with trail development and clearing.  

Trunk or Treat Outreach  
 

will be at Salem UMC this year on Wednesday 
October 25 from 5:30-7:30.  We will 
be partnering with St. Matthews UMC 
again for a night of fun and treats!  
We’re planning for hot dogs, s’mores, 
a hay ride, and more!   Servant hearts 
are needed to decorate their car trunks 
and donate bags of candy.   
Please plan to attend an organizing 
meeting September 25th at 7:30 pm in 

the youth room.  



 

   UMW meet first Thursdays of each month.   (September 7, 7pm joint mtg in FH) 
  Lois Velna– Meets Third Tuesday each month in the fellowship hall at 10 am  

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 

    Deeper  Water Bible Study    
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth 

room.   All are 

The Remnant 

This Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 6 

pm in the Parlor.   

Everyone is welcome.  

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace, and 
can be given for many reasons.  

The group meets Monday from 10 - 11:30am  All are welcome.  
If you know who needs a shawl contact Bonnie Bender or Margaret Carswell 

 

Grades 6th-12th 

Sundays 5-7 pm 

Christ Bread 
A monthly program for all retirees and older adults will re-
sume Tuesday September 26 at 11 am. Bring a friend and a 
covered dish and join us.  September will be an organizational 
meeting. 

Burke United Christian Ministries  

Join us 1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as we 
serve dinner at BUCM.  BUCM is an ecumenical 

ministry serving the needs of our neighbors in crisis 
or (305 West Union St.)  www.bucm.net 

 
Mom’s 

 Mom's Coffee time will meet 
September 8th from 8:30-10am 
in the Youth room for moms with 
young children not yet in school. 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru August 27, 2017 
 

Budgeted Need:  $159,075.00 
Total Received for Budget:  $148,751.25 
Ministry Expenses to Date: $144,766.29 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date: 
Building Fund: $13,159.00 
Youth Fund: $1,175.00 
Backpack Ministry: $1,050.00 
Cemetery:  $2,100.00 
 

Gifts given in Honor or Memory (August): 
 

Scott Pruett by Mary Ann Propst, Cary Clark and Lisa Propst  
Dean Garrison by Charles & Leota Garrison 
Robert Garrison by Charles & Leota Garrison 
Gerry Rorie by Norm & Kathryn Jones 
(H) L. P. Dale and Charlie Dale by David & Jannette Dale 
(H) Charles & Leota Garrison Wedding Anniversary by Jerry & 
Marcia McCall 
(H) Lewis Dale by  Linda Duckworth 

Join us after worship 
Sept 24 (12:15pm) for  

our 4th Sunday of the 
month lunch featuring 

BBQ pork, baked 

beans, slaw, rolls, and 
dessert.  Donations are 

appreciated and support the 

cost of a new air unit for the 
Fellowship Building.   

CHURCH STAFF 
Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 

Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 

Office Admin. Asst.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 
Kathryn Jones– Children & Youth  (kbjones549@gmail.com) 

http://www.bucm.net


 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
 

Servant Leaders for September 

Acolytes:   
3– Conner Wellman 
10– Luke Brown 
17– Isabel Jones 
24– Ronin Smith 
Usher Captains: 
3 -  Dylan Carswell  
10- Dobie Kelly 
17- Bruce Pollard 
24 - Tim Keller 
Reader for 11 am 
3 – Jodi Brown 
10 - Melissa Causby 
17 - Kacey Hensley 
24 – Dobie Kelly 
Nursery 
3-   10 am– Carrie Williams/Angie Dotson 
       11 am–  Joyce Gibson/Edith Dale 
10-    10 am— Lara Autrey/Kacey Hensley 
       11 am–  Sara Pons/Tim Hampton 
17-  10 am— Courtney Hampton/Marilyn Davis 
        11 am  - Joyce Gibson/Kathryn Jones 
24-  10 am— Joyanne Benfield/Doris Garrison 
        11 am–  Muriel McNeely/Rebecca Shuping 

Prayers & Concerns: Dylan Bollinger, Dakota & Kristen Campbell, 

David Campbell, Kathryn Duckworth, Patrick Geraghty, Gertrude 

Race, Phillip Gregory, Pam Keller, Hope Kelley, Joe Roper, Sherrie 

Rose, Mark McGhinnis, Sarah Morrow, Nicole Nelson, Mitchell 

Williams, Jenny Roper, Ann Thompson, Virginia Thompson , Cary 

Clark, Betty Jean Kincaid, Lawrence Caraway, Frances Franklin,  

Bill Seal, Shirley Nogales, Tim Hampton, Tonya Brown, Christina 

Ripley, June Gunter, Barbara Bell, Janice Sorrells, Lindsa, Nikki & 

Doug Clark, Sawyer Ayers, 

                                     Homebound:  Millie Avery, Marie Causby,  

                                      Mildred Mull,   Mary Wilson,  Jean Jarrell 

                                     Nursing Home Residents:   

~Grace Heights–  Betty Gibbs, Mable Hoke 

                                       ~Autumn Care– Joe Carver 

~College Pines– Elsie Roper, Avis Williams 

~The  Brian Center of Spruce Pine– Helen McGee 

~Hope Ridge Family Care– Nell Causby 

 
 
1 Ann Paschal, Zane Whitener,  
4 Bill Hutchins 
5 Joseph Carver 
6 Rita Russ 
7 Joann Patton, Steve Snyder 
9 Rick Johnston 
10 Ernest Stroup 
11 Kim Garrison 
13 Dawn Hutchins, Elizabeth Smith 
15 Katie Horton 
19 Cassie Wellman, Nancy Clark 
21 Sexton Dale, Linda Wilson,  

Kristie Carswell 
22 Lara Roper Wilson 
23 Cindy Robinson, Lynda Woody,  

Marcia McCall, Rick Senter 
24 Lee Avery 
26 Jodi Brown 
27 Wynn Whitener 
30 Tim Hampton 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
6 O. C. & Rhonda McCoy 
 8 Dobie & Rachel Kelly 
14 Tim & Courtney Hampton 
16 Scott & Michelle Roper 
17 Wally & Susan Kaika 
23  Charles & Lara Autrey 
24 Thomas & Amanda Simmons 
26 Paul & Rebecca Dale  

HEARTS  on  FIRE  
 

(a worship renewal series) 
 
 

Sundays:  6pm 

Sept 17-Oct 8 

 
Featuring Lay-lead 

worship, testimonies & 
musical guests each 

week. 
 

Join us Sunday evenings this 
fall and rekindle the flame 

within. 
 

(Salem UMC Sanctuary) 

Upcoming/Ongoing Ministries w/ Students & Schools:   
(& how to get involved- servant hearts welcomed) 

 

 

Varsity Football Meal – Oct 6, 4:30pm     
 Contact: Norm Jones  828-980-4139 
Backpack Ministry – (Pack and deliver backpacks of food for 
students for the weekend) Sept-May + summer     
 Contact:  Margaret Carswell  828-437-6185 
Prayer Partners  - (Pray over a list of SES staff for each day 
OR be assigned a kid from SUMC to pray for)    
 Contact: Dian Goodnight (staff)  828-437-9521 
 Kathryn Jones (kids)  919-260-9852 



September 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 
9-3pm Card Class
(FH) 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

10:30 am Bible 
Study (Yth Rm) 
6 pm Bible Study
(Parlor) 
7:15 pm Choir  

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6 pm Bible Study 
(Parlor) 
7:15 pm Choir  

4pm JV Football 
Meal (FH) 
7pm UMW (FH 
and homes) 

 
No Youth 

 
4pm Church Council 
5-7 pm Youth  

 
10am Visit Shut In 
(Yth Rm) 
6pm  Praise Team 

10am Lois Velna 
UMW (FH) 
6pm Praise Team 

 
11 am Christ 
Bread 
6 pm Praise 
Team 
 
 

10am Prayer 
Shawl (Ed Bldg) 
6:30pm Prayer 
Group (Ed Bldg) 

 
 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl (Ed Bldg) 
 
6:30pm Prayer 
Group (Ed 
Bldg) 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 
6:30pm Prayer 
Group (Ed Bldg) 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl (Ed Bldg) 
6:30 pm Prayer 
Group (Ed Bldg) 
7:30 pm Trunk or 
Treat planning 
meeting (Yth Rm) 

 
 

 
9 am  & 11 am Beth-
el Colony of Mercy 
12:15 pm BBQ 
5-7 pm Youth  
 
6pm  Hearts on Fire 
Worship 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
12:30 pm  Staff Mtg 
6 pm Bible Study
(Parlor) 
7:15 pm Choir  

10:30 am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6 pm Bible Study 
(Parlor) 
7:15 pm Choir  

5-7 pm Youth  
 
6pm Hearts on Fire 
Worship 

8:30 am– 10 am  
Mom’s Coffee 

Join us 2nd Tuesday to spread joy to our shut-in 
and homebound (Sept. 12, 10am) 

3:30pm BUCM 
meal 
6pm  Praise Team 
6pm Trustees 
(Parlor) 

 

 

 
 
 
4:30pm Drive Thru 
Prayer 

Youth Camp Out 
Christ UMC 
Drexel 

6 pm Family 
Movie Night  

(Pastor  Norm  away  20-24th) 


