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Notes From Norm 
 
 “How is it with your soul?” It’s one of the traditional questions from the Wesleyan Class Meetings that be-
gan to spread Methodism throughout the country in the 1780’s.  The class meeting was a group of 7-12 people that 
met weekly in order to check in with one another about the state of their souls.  The goal was essentially the same as 
that of early Methodism itself, to be transformed by the grace of God and become a Christian that embodied a full 
love of God and neighbor.   
 
 If there was ever a time when we should check in and support one another, it would be now.  Who would 
have thought we would ever be in this situation in the 21st century!  We often take for granted so many wonderful 
things in our lives like our health, our freedom to travel and to be with friends and family, an enjoyable walk in the 
mountains, a meal at our favorite restaurant, or just going to the movies or watching a sporting event on TV.  I also 
think about the inequities in our society when times are good.  Then I think about how much harder it is during this 
crisis for many to have access to healthy food, convenient and affordable healthcare, or decent housing.   
 
 One of the things Ford Motors Next Generation Learning figured out during this season is the incredible 
power of building relationships even while we are apart.  As they set out to focus on “putting people first,” one of 
their primary steps was to create “meet and learn” opportunities where you meet with someone you don’t usually 
work with and share honestly from a series of questions.  Every single team member walked away saying it was one 
of the most powerful experiences they had shared in the workplace. 
 
 So here’s an idea!  Several of you continue to send notes or drop off offerings to the church office.  BUT, 
I’d like to ask each you to do something different this month.  Instead of just a check, Would you take a moment 
and write a note or an email to us in the church office and share answers to some of those same questions?  You can 
share as much or as little as you wish.  In a season where we are all feeling more isolated, we need to keep building 
relationships and putting people first.   I can’t wait to hear from you.  And, if you don’t want your response to be 
confidential, let me know and we can possibly find ways to share your updates with everyone.   
 
 -What challenges are you facing right now? 
 -How are you dealing with life in this C-19 world? 
 -What is keeping you sane during this time? 
 -How can I be helpful to you? 

 
————————————————————————————————————————————  

October Worship Preview - The Faith of a Mockingbird 
Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird is considered one of the greatest pieces of American 

literature.  Mockingbird is the story of a broken town (Maycomb, AL), full of broken people, 
living within a corrupt and broken system; but like all good stories redemption waits just 
around the corner and beckons us to discover how our own lives are part of God’s time-
less redemption story.  Each week we’ll look at the life of one of the main characters and 
what each can teach us about what it means to live out a hopeful faith in a broken world. 

   

In order to appreciate the series and spiritual depth of the literature, you’re invited to use 
this month to read Lee’s book prior to our series begins.  (The movie doesn’t compare to 
the richness of the novel).  It’s a timely series for us as our country continues to struggle 

with racism and division.  We look forward to learning and growing together! 



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(ALL  regular monthly programs CANCELLED due to C-19 ) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru August 28, 2020 
 

Weekly budget need: $4,025.25 
Yearly Budget needed:  $209,300.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $136,858.50 
Total Received for Budget:    $113,403.41 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $113,617.97 
 
We are $214 behind on expenses for the year.      
(over $7,800 in actual costs were graciously waived 
since April) 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2020: 
Backpack Ministry:  $1,285.00 
Building Fund:    $970.00 
Cemetery:    $1,500.00 
PPP Loan:   $21,400.00 

      Our Salem Elementary Back-
pack ministry supplied food box-
es to families through the end of 
the semester and has provided 
gift cards for the summer to limit 
in-person contact.    
We have been so blessed by eve-

ryone’s donations of food and money. Thank you! 

Upper Room Devotionals (Sept/Oct):  
Are available for pick-up in the church office.  If 
you would like one mailed to you, please call 
the church office.  You may also download a pdf 
free at www.upperroom.org/covid-19 
 

Adult Sunday School student books (Sept-Nov)
are also available by contacting the office. 

1 Ann Paschal, Zane Whitener,  
4 Bill Hutchins, Stephen Reinke 
7 Joann Patton, Steve Snyder 
10 Ernest Stroup 
11 Kim Garrison 
13 Dawn Hutchins, Liz Smith 
15 Katie Horton 
16 Kevin Reinke 
19 Cassie Wellman, Nancy Clark 
21 Sexton Dale, Linda Wilson,  
22 Lara Roper Wilson 
23 Cindy Robinson, Lynda Woody, Marcia McCall 
26 Jodi Brown 
27 Wynn Whitener 
29 Hamilton Brown 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 
16 Scott & Michelle Roper 
23  Charles & Lara Autrey 
26 Paul & Rebecca Dale  

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Requests: Gary Whitener, Keith Ollis, Ruthie Riddick, Mary 

Carswell, Terry Campbell, JoAnn Patton, Nancy Watts, Larry 

Koon, Larry Foxx, Dylan Carswell, Melody Greer, Kay Duck-

worth, Lynda Woody 

Home Bound: Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, James Carswell, 

Fred Duckworth,   

Nursing Home Residents:                                                                       

- College Pines – Avis Williams,  

- The Brian Center, Spruce Pine – Helen McGee                                       

 - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                                               

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (August) 

 
of Mildred Mull, Kevin & Vickie Reinke, Virginia Robinson, Charles Autrey, 
Tori Cole, Angie Dotson, Carrie Williams, Zachary Cagle  
     By Bruce & Kay Pollard 

 

of Mildred Mull              by Jerry & Clarice Shuping  
of Mildred Mull   by  Burke County Public Library 
of Mildred Mull    by Marilyn Davis 
of Mildred Mull             by Fred & Kathryn Duckworth 
of Norman Jones Jr.    by Nicole Mull 
of The Jones Family    by John & Grace Davis 



Updated Worship & Guidelines (8/23/20) 
 
 For the safety of all persons at a time when C-19 cases include some of our members and their families, we 
are pursuing a return to indoor programs cautiously.  The consensus of our Church Council is to continue outdoor 
worship at 9:30am at least through September.  Some of our benchmarks include seeing a sustained reduction in the 
infection rate in Burke County, entry into Phase 3, and having access to enough disinfectant to ensure for clean air 
and surfaces.  In the meantime, we are taking steps to prepare to make a transition indoors when that time is right. 

Below is a detailed list of guidelines to follow to help make things as smooth and safe as possible for anyone 
who may wish to participate in outdoor worship.  You may bring a lawn chair to sit outside in designated spaces or 
remain in your vehicle to hear it broadcast on a radio setting.  We continue to do our best to make you safe and wel-
come.  The service will be recorded and posted online by Sunday afternoon for folks to access and a transcript can be 
mailed for anyone who would like to receive a copy.  Thank you for your continued love and understanding as we 
work through this unprecedented season together!     

 

Instructions for outdoor worship  (Aug 30 and beyond) 
-If you feel sick OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, do not attend.   
-In compliance with NC guidelines, please wear a mask if you exit your vehicle. 
-All vehicles should enter the parking lot from the Salem Rd exit   (this is the entrance closest to the parsonage) 
-You will receive a bulletin or handout and directed to a parking area 
 
-To worship from your vehicle: 

-fill unmarked spaces near the playground and  
     work toward the entrance 
-back into a space so your vehicle faces forward 

(you may also sit on a tailgate or truck bed) 
-use every other space to maintain safe distance 
-Tune radio to 87.9 for sound 

-To worship in lawn chairs: 
 -park in the back lot behind the Ed. Bldg. 
 -spaces marked to maintain space btwn. vehicles 
 -please remain in your car until 9:25am. 
 -you will be invited to come set up chairs in front of the covered pull-thru at that time 
 -spots will be marked 8ft apart       (2 persons/chairs from the same household are allowed on a mark) 
 
-All those coordinating service set-up will wear masks and gloves 
-A greeter will stop by your vehicle at a safe distance to welcome you and take attendance.   

(We will keep a contact list in the event there is a C-19 transmission concern) 
-Worship will last about 30 minutes. 
-An altar will be located near the covered pull-thru where you may tithe or leave an offering. 
-It may be hard, but please resist the urge to hug or shake hands and simply offer waves and smiles. 

(assume everyone wants to maintain 6ft distance unless they specifically give you permission otherwise). 
-The building is closed and restroom access is limited to emergencies.   
-At the conclusion of the service, please use the back parking exit onto Perpons to access Salem Rd 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 

This is an incredibly challenging time for us all but we are es-
pecially mindful and thankful of those among us serving faith-

fully in healthcare!   
 

Kathy Waldroup   Christina Benfield 
Kevin & Vicki Reinke   Courtney Hampton 
Joyanne Benfield   Kristy McLaughlin 
Angie Dotson    Todd Shuping 
David Stroup    Amy Causby 
Jon Duckworth    Liz Smith 
Dawn Wellman     



 

 
 
 
 
Salem Church family: 
     Thank you for all the prayers and cards that were sent to 
her during the last several years, and thanks for all the pray-
ers that were lifted up for the family during this difficult 
time. Thank you to Pastor Norm for the lovely service, we 
know Mildred was pleased with the message.   Thank you,  
  The family of Mildred Mull  
 
Dear Norman,  
     We appreciate the fine ministry you are having at Salem. 
We know this is a difficult time to be a Pastor, but you are a 
blessing to the church. Salem is very fortunate to have you, 
your lovely Kathryn and adorable children as their Parsonage 
family.  We have so many fond memories of Salem and our 
time there.    With our thoughts and prayers, 
  John and Grace Davis 
 
Pastor Norm & Salem Congregation, 
     We would like to thank each of you for your thoughts and 
prayers.  I hope the shawl ministry knows how very special 
their work and prayers meant to us and still do. SUMC is a 
beautiful reflection of God’s love.  Blessings to each of you, 
  Larry and Karen Foxx  
 
SUMC Family, 
     Thank each of you for the gift card.  It’s like a miracle it 
came to me today.  I didn’t know what I would do for food 
this week and my prayers were answered today.  God bless 
each of you!   

September 27, 9:30-10:30am  
 

Drive thru anytime between 9:30-10:30am 
to share in the Lord’s Supper and receive a 

worship CD or link to access worship 
online. Then park behind the Ed Building 

to partake and listen to the recorded wor-
ship or head out to partake elsewhere. Safe 
sanitation will be used in preparation and 

individualized cups.  

Worship Sundays Online:   
www.sumcm.org/newsresources/sermons 

Leading Like Nehemiah: Rebuilding 
Together  (6 session study) 

Sundays @ 7pm 
begins  Sept 13 
 

You are invited to join 
this 6 week study online 
together beginning Sept 
13 @ 7pm.  If you don’t 
have internet, you may 
also call in and listen by 
phone using the phone # 
and codes below.  
  
Nehemiah, led the effort 

to rebuild Jerusalem after the Babylonian conquest.  
This six-session study curriculum lifts up key themes in 
Nehemiah’s witness that are an inspiration and guide to 
faith leaders today.  
    
Use the link on sumcm.org to reach the login page  
 Zoom Login invite/passcodes 
Meeting ID: 818 4888 4376 
Passcode: 702476 
Listen by phone access dial: 1-(646)-876-9923 

      This ministry of the WNC 
and NC Conferences serves 
the Kashatagh region of Ar-
menia, the sole humanitarian 
aid partnership licensed by 
the Republic of Artsakh gov-
ernment.  Long-standing, 
multi-layered conflict pre-
vents any other humanitarian 
group from working with the 

people of this area, who struggle with this way of life.  In 
more than two decades of ministry, Project AGAPE has 
shared the love of Christ for and with the people of Armenia 
and Artsakh, and in border villages. 
 
      AGAPE supports the orphanage, hospital, sanitation im-
provement, and more.   Families are provided with animals 
and tools through the Agricultural Development Project. Mis-
sion building teams rebuild houses and help residents find 
hope in the Berdzor area including VBS for local children at 
the AGAPE Christian Education Center.  Donations help sup-
port the priest of the Armenian Apostolic Church, the chief 
doctor of the AGAPE hospital, and head veterinarian for Ag-
ricultural Development. 
 

Children’s Christmas Box Collection 
  We are an official collection site for Agape X-mas boxes! 
 

We would love for you to consider filling a box or two this 
year for kids in Armenia.  Unlike Operation X-mas Child, 
you may still include a letter or picture to your child for 

future correspondence and the shipping cost is only $5 per 
box.  Use only the 16x12x12 clear plastic boxes with lids 
(u can find at the dollar store).  Detailed packing list info 

can be found on page 5 of this newsletter.    
Return filled boxes with shipping cost to SUMC  

between Sept 28-Oct 2. 

http://www.sumcm.org/newsresources/sermons


     Helpful  RESOURCES:   (from  Orangeleaders.com) 
 Our community at Orange represents over 40 different denomina-
tions- many predominantly white. We believe collectively we can do some-
thing politics and policies can’t do. We can show a generation how to be 
the church by how we love and understand each other.  So let’s pause long 
enough to learn someone else’s experience and truth. Let’s listen to what 
we haven’t heard. Let’s experience someone else’s world. 

Here are a few places to start: 
 
Books to Read 
I’m Still Here by Austin Channing Brown 
Be a Bridge by Latasha Morrison 
So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo 
Black Like Me by John Howard Griffin 
White Rage by Carol Anderson 
The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander 
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson 
Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community by MLK, Jr 

     For more….https://www.wnccumc.org/antiracism 

 

Videos to Watch 
Just Mercy (free to stream!) 
The Hate U Give 
Systemic Racism Explained by Act.Tv 
13th - Netflix Documentary 
  For Parents: 
PBS: Talking to Children Authentically about 
Race and Racism 
Ezra Jack Keats Children’s Books 
A Kid’s Book About Racism by Jelani Memory 

Giving & Offering News 
 

THANK YOU so very much for the way you financially support God's work through your church! 
 

How can I give and support my church financially at this time? 
1- The church office remains open Tue and Fri 11am-6pm and you may drop off your gift. (433-6600) 
 

2- Checks can be mailed directly to the church address (1206 Salem Rd / Morganton 28655) 
 

*3- Online giving can be accessed on our website at www.sumcm.org 
Click the Donate tab in the top right header and it will take you directly to our donation page. 
 

*4- Text giving:  Text the word "give" to 828-330-8897.  You will receive a link to fill out your giv-
ing info and create an account.  If you make an error, you can cancel your text within 15 minutes.   
 

If you have additional questions about online giving, please call Zachary in the church office.   
*(In order to give online or by text there is a 1% fee charged for each gift).   Example: $100 = $1 fee 

Infant – 2 years  

____Male ____ Female  

___1 Baby blanket  

___3 Bibs  

___1 book (pictures)  

___1 Comb/brush  

___3 Diapers/cloth  

___6 Diaper Pins  

___1 Rattle  

___1 Sippy cup  

___4 Socks (pairs)  

___1 Soft toy(no hard eyes) 

___1 Teething ring  

___Other: (list below)  

2020 Project AGAPE Christmas Boxes for the Children of Armenia (Packing List)  
1.  Please use only plastic (6 qt) boxes with lids (16x12x12).  The containers with lids will be useful in other ways to the families.  

2. Feel free to include a note of greeting/encouragement. You may want to include a picture of yourself or church.  If you want to corre-
spond with the child who receives your box, include your postal address.  

3. Please enclose $5 in cash or check for transportation costs for each box. Checks are to be made out to: WNCC Treasurer   

4. Please choose the age level and sex of the child for whom you want to prepare a box. Fill the box as specified below. List Everything 
you put in your box & quantity using the checklist. Tape it securely on outside of the box. If you add anything extra, write it in under 
“other.”  Wrap box with 2 rubber bands to secure lid.  No toothpaste, candy, gum, batteries, used items or perishables!  

Ages 3-6   ___Male ___Female  

___1 Cap/toboggan  

___1 gloves (pair)  

___3 Socks (pair)  

___1 Comb/brush  

___1 Hairbands/bows (pack)  

___1 Toothbrush  

___1 Book  

___1 Coloring Book  

___1 Crayons (Box)  

___1 Markers  

___1 Notepad  

___1 Ball  

___1 Car  

___1 Doll  

___1 Toy or game  

___Other: (please list below)  

Ages 7-12 ___ Male ___ Female  
___1 Cap/toboggan  

___1 gloves (pairs)  

___3 Socks (pairs)  

___1 Comb/brush  

___1 Hairbands/bows (pack)  

___1 Mirror  

___1 Toothbrush  

___1 Coloring Book  

___1 Crayons (box)  

___1 Erasers (pack)  

___1 Markers  

___1 Notepad  

___1 Pencils (box) & sharpener 

___1 Ruler  

___1 Stuffed animal  

___1 Toy or game  

___Other: list below)  

Ages 13-18 ___Male ___Female 
___1 Cap/toboggan  

___1 gloves (pairs)  

___3 Socks (pairs)  

___1 Underwear (pack) 

___1 Comb/brush  

___1 Hairbows (pack)  

___1 Mirror  

___1 Toothbrush  

___1 Erasers (pack)  

___1 Markers (pack)  

___1 Notepad or journal  

___1 Pencils (colored)  

___1 Pencil Sharpener  

___1 Ruler 

 ___1 Tool (screwdrivers)  

___1 Toy or game  

___Other: (list below)  

https://www.wnccumc.org/antiracism
http://www.sumcm.org/


     Church Council (online) Meeting Summary 
08-16-2020 

 

Devotion by Pastor Norm – “Listening and Learning.” Psalm 139– What is one of your 
gifts from God you have ignored? 
 

Paycheck protection program - we were approved and received $21,400.  60% must be used 
for salaries within 2 months. 
 

Technology fees request for students for Patton and SES.  We have raised over $250 so far 
from UMW for PHS.  Guidance counselor at SES is certain backpack families will need 

help with the fee also.  We have been providing backpacks for 9 families on average.  Bob Harbour suggested up to $1000 per 
school if needed to provide for families in need. Motion made and approved unanimously.   
 

 Starting in September kids must be enrolled in Burke Schools and must be registered for free/reduced lunch otherwise 
they will be charged for any meals picked up.  No food will be provided for the weekends by BCPS starting in September. This 
could be a real issue.   
 

Learning Sanctuary – Should we open FH for kids and families to have access to Wi-Fi, bathrooms, snacks, air?  Will need 
volunteers to help with this.  Consensus is that we are not comfortable with the risk and virus.  We might also consider boost-
ing our wifi signal to the parking lot if the school sees this as helpful.  BCPS has a map of available wifi spots. 
 

Nurture outreach and witness – As this pandemic plays out, food/hunger could become a big issue.  We will begin a discussion 
about a possible food pantry for the community and other options like a blessing box outside with non-perishable items.  
Charles mentioned the HS shop class might build one.  We will also make an effort to meet any known needs within our con-
gregation.  Please contact Pastor Norm directly if you are aware of a specific need. 
 

Finance – Thanks to reduced costs lately, we actually collected more than we spent in July. 
 

Sign Renovation - Revised information sent out in July about renovation vs electronic sign.  Existing sign needs several repairs.  
It seems better to replace pieces rather than patch.  2 sign variations with our new logo were provided in email.  $2000 remain-
ing from cemetery repairs was approved to use towards sign.  The existing sign frame will be used, lexan face replaced with 
new logo and 5 rows of copy, vandal covers replaced, and replace with LED lighting.  Cary Clark moved to complete the work 
and Bob Harbour seconded.  Motion approved. 
 

Council Callers - Divided congregational contact list among church leaders to each check on and pray for 7 households per 
month.  Please let Norm know if you are not able to do this.   
 

Guidelines for Re-entry-  Large majority are not interested in indoor programs yet.  Consensus to continue outdoor worship 
through September.  Other factors will be a measurable decline in C-19 infection rate in Burke, entry to Phase III, and having 
adequate supply or means to disinfect spaces before and after use.  One time professional disinfecting ranges $1100-$1300.  
Charles will check with Allied Industrial about chemical spray McDowell Schools use since Lysol is not readily available.  
Weekly cleaning has continued at no charge from Mobile Services.   
 

Our Zoom online account may be used by others (SS classes, UMW, ministry teams) if they wish to attempt online meetings.  
Only one account and host are allowed at a time, so please coordinate this with Pastor Norm if interested.   
 

Meeting closed with prayer.  Next meeting Sept 13 at 4pm.   

New Catawba Valley District Superintendent - Rev. David Christy 

Dear Catawba Valley Family, 
              I am excited to begin this season of ministry with you! I know that my learning curve is 
steep and I have big shoes to fill from Angela’s graceful leadership. I am enjoying learning more 
about the district and can already see why the strength of this district is so strong. It is because of 
YOU! Thank you for your leadership and your love of Christ. Pam and I are enjoying traveling 
around on Sundays to “drive-in” worship services. If you have one, could you let me know? My 
email is dchristy@wnccumc.org or feel free to call the office at 704-865-3580. 
              In a training I am doing during July, I heard a phrase that someone shared who heard it from 
someone else (like good sermon illustrations!): “No secrets, no surprises, no subversions”. I hope to 
live that out in my role as superintendent.  I hope that we can all do that in our relationships with one 
another.  The calling of Christ on our lives is way too important to not deal with our shared ministry 
authentically and in a straight-forward manner. 
              Yet, even with issues and viruses seeking to dominate our thoughts, there has never been a 
better time to be the Church and certainly never a better time to preach the Word!  Let’s bust that 
groove for Jesus and enjoy the beauty of our connection together. I am honored to be in mission and ministry with you! 
  
       In Christ’s Service, David H. Christy  

mailto:dchristy@wnccumc.org

