
 
 

(Updated  12/29/20) 
 

“All worship and programs for SUMC will return online only for at least the next two months” 

  

 In June we began offering outdoor worship as an option for returning to in-person 
worship.  In late October, we transitioned to indoor worship.  Thanks to your efforts and 
support, we have successfully offered some form of in-person worship for over 6.5 
months!  However, after our Dec 27 worship, we will once again return to online only worship. 
 While we have had a few close calls from C-19, none of them were infected from attending 
worship.  In each case, the exposure to the virus was traced prior to Sunday, they were not 
aware of any symptoms when they attended, and they were tested later that week.  In each case, 
out of caution, those who had attended a service where a person was present were contacted to 
inform them.  In each case, we discovered there has been no virus spread through our gathering 
together.  I believe this is largely because, even with a person who may unknowingly be a carrier 
present, folks wore masks, maintained their distance, and services were abbreviated.  
 While we celebrate this good news, it is increasingly apparent that C-19 is widespread 
and Burke County and cases in our state have skyrocketed after Thanksgiving.  We may be 
considered an "orange" county by a technicality (of about 0.5%), but after the holidays we fully 
expect to see another surge.  Burke County Schools have also moved to remote learning for the 
month of January.  Therefore, after thoughtful assessment, feedback, and prayer, all 
worship and programs for SUMC will return online only for at least the next two 
months.  This also enables us to have the new air units and purification system operating in 
the Sanctuary Building by the time we return. 
 In the meantime, please consider worshipping with us each Sunday with the service 
posted on our website (sumcm.org).  Upper Rooms, Sunday School books, and worship DVD's 
will also still be available upon request from the church office.  We look forward to the 
opportunity of being together once again and building on our success by March, or possibly 
April.  Let us continue to let the light of Christ shine in us wherever we find ourselves. 
  
Until the day, 
Pastor Norm 
  

 
  
 
*Thank you so much for patience and support as we navigate new territory together!  We will get through 
this.    
 
  



RESOURCES 
 

Although public programs are suspended for SUMC, there are still a number of ways we can continue to be 
God's Church.  Please read ALL the ways we can continue to be connected and engaged in discipleship. 
 
1- Our church office remains open on Tu & Fri from 11am-5pm to serve and resource you.  Zachary will still be 
responding to your emails and calls or if you need to pick something up or drop something off.  (However, 
please be mindful if you are sick and don't stop by).   
 
2- Devotions and Prayer.  Our website already has some great resources for you!  Under the "news/resources" 
tab at the top of the page, you will find the "Daily Devo" link.  This page includes a link to a terrific daily 
devotional as well as a link to ancient morning and evening prayer practices with a modern twist.   

Daily Devotional:  Includes music, scripture, prayer, short devotional, and benediction.  Once you are 
on the d365 page, click the music notes at the bottom of the page to activate reflective music for your journey  

Morning/Evening Prayer:   Try this modern twist.  Clicking the link leads you to MissionStClare where 
you click the picture/icon to go directly to the morning or evening prayer liturgy for the day.  
 
3- Illustrated Ministry  Their weekly worship packet is wonderful and for ALL AGES.  There are usually at least 2 
pages for kids and children with activities related to the weekly scripture readings.  1 page with a "Story for All 
Ages" type of reflection.  An attachment will be included each week by email.  www.illustratedministry.com  
 
4- Discipleship Study resources.   
Adult Sunday School books and Upper Devotionals are available upon request from the church office.  You may 
also download an Upper Room pdf version at  https://www.upperroom.org/covid-19 
 
5) Tithes and Offerings.  You are now able to donate online at sumcm.org by clicking the "Donate" button and 
following a few simple steps.  You may also give by text!  Just text the word “give” to 828-330-8897, follow the 
simple steps to add an account, and you’ll be able to donate by text anywhere and anytime.    
Your church is still at work and your support is crucial when collection plates are not passed.   THANK YOU! 
 
6) Caring Congregation.  Our Council Leadership have divided our congregation list to connect and reach out to 
everyone each month.  It is easy to feel alone and scared.  God reminds us we are never alone.  You too can 
extend this ministry by simply calling or checking on a neighbor on your street.   
Keep loving God and loving neighbor. 
 
7) Sunday Worship - Services are about 30 minutes and are normally posted on our webpage by 7am.  
sumcm.org/newsresources/sermons.   DVD’s are available upon request to the church office. 
 
8)  Visitation  -  Please note that hospitals and care facilities have specifically requested clergy NOT visit 
patients unless it is an end of life situation.  Pastor Norm is also not doing house visits but, if you know of 
someone hospitalized, please keep the office updated and we can call them or try to reach their family. 
 
 “and when this has passed, may we say that love spread more quickly than any virus ever could.” 
 
This is a new "wilderness" for us all.  We hope this info and these resources will be fruitful for you over the 
next few weeks.  You may also reach me by email @ rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu or 828-980-4139.    
 

Be safe, stay calm, wash hands, love God and one another! 

http://www.illustratedministry.com/

