
 
 
SUMC  Family,     (Updated  October  11, 2020) 
 
Thank you for you love, patience, and faithfulness in this tumultuous season.  We have been blessed to safely 
and successfully return to in-person worship outdoors now for over 3 months.  October 11 marks another 
transition as we begin offering indoor worship in the sanctuary @ 10:35am!  
  
We recognize indoor worship may not be right for everyone at this time.  Outdoor worship will continue to be 
offered at 9:30am thru at least Nov 1.   Sunday worship will also continue to be recorded and posted on our 
website each Sunday afternoon.  
  
The format and order of worship will basically follow the same structure as our outdoor worship with an 
abbreviated 30 minute service.  Below you will find specific details of exactly what you can expect when 
returning to worship inside our sanctuary.    
  
Lastly, while NC has entered phase 3, we have also seen a jump again in hospitalizations and new cases.  Now 
is not the time to let down our guard or be careless.  Under no circumstances should you consider 
attending worship if you are not feeling well!  (Even if you have no fever or just have a cold, 
please worship from home and return when you are well).  We cannot stress enough that everyone continue 
washing hands frequently, wearing a mask in public, and maintaining social distance of 6ft.   While 
we welcome everyone at SUMC, you will be required to wear a mask when attending indoors and asked to 
leave if you fail to do so.  This is not a political statement.  This is a simple gesture of being a good neighbor 
enough to care about one another.    
  
Return to indoor worship:  What to expect  
  
Arriving  
-You might see orange cones from outdoor worship.  Please park in spaces without cones  
-Our campus will be cleaned each week prior to your arrival by Mobile Services.  They continue to wipe down 
surfaces and doors.  
-The sanctuary will also be sprayed with disinfectant prior to worship on Sunday morning  
-All persons will enter and exit through the front entrance.  (Please do not attempt using the side door)  
-You be greeted out front and asked to provide your name and contact number (It is important we know how 
to reach you in the event of required contact tracing)  
-If you do not have a face covering, we will provide a disposable one upon entry for you.  
-Contactless pdf bulletins will be emailed Saturday.  Hard copies will be available at the entrance.  
-Hand sanitizer is available for anyone who may wish to use it when entering or exiting.    
-Every other pew will be used for seating.  They will be marked with either an E or M.  (An E indicates you 
should sit on the ends of those pews.  An M indicates you should sit in the middle.  See diagram).  This may 
take some adjustment to get used to but someone will be glad to help if needed.  Families or those in the same 
household may sit together.  
  



  
  
During  
-Masks should be worn throughout the service.  
-We will typically have 1 congregational song/hymn (again, with masks on only).    
-An additional song or anthem may be offered by one of our worship leaders.    
-No time for passing the peace, hugs or handshakes will be offered.  (We know it will be hard when seeing folks 
again but please assume everyone wants to maintain at least 6ft of distance).  
-Offering plates will not be passed.  You may bring your tithe and offering to the altar during the final music.    
-Restrooms are open but we suggest only for emergencies.    
-At this time, no nursery is offered.  Children should sit with their families.  (We know kids under 3 may have 
difficulty wearing a mask, but do keep them close by and sit together.  Kids bulletins are available).  
  
After  
-Please exit from the front of the sanctuary only (no side doors).  
- Pastor Norm will not be officially greeting or shaking hands as you exit.  
-Save visiting or extended conversations until you are outdoors at a responsible distance.  
  
The success and safety of our return indoors depends largely on you and your efforts to practice responsibility 
and care, not only on Sundays but, throughout your week.  Thank you so much for patience and support as we 
navigate new territory together!  We will get through this.    
  
Resurrection hope,  
Pastor Norm  
 
  



RESOURCES 
 

Although public programs are suspended for SUMC, there are still a number of ways we can continue to be 
God's Church.  Please read ALL the ways we can continue to be connected and engaged in discipleship. 
 
1- Our church office remains open on Tu & Fri from 11am-6pm to serve and resource you.  Zachary will still be 
responding to your emails and calls or if you need to pick something up or drop something off.  (However, 
please be mindful if you are sick and don't stop by).   
 
2- Devotions and Prayer.  Our website already has some great resources for you!  Under the "news/resources" 
tab at the top of the page, you will find the "Daily Devo" link.  This page includes a link to a terrific daily 
devotional as well as a link to ancient morning and evening prayer practices with a modern twist.  
  

Daily Devotional:  Includes music, scripture, prayer, short devotional, and benediction.  Once you are 
on the d365 page, click the music notes at the bottom of the page to activate reflective music for your journey  

Morning/Evening Prayer:   Try this modern twist.  Clicking the link leads you to MissionStClare where 
you click the picture/icon to go directly to the morning or evening prayer liturgy for the day.  
 
3- Illustrated Ministry  Their weekly worship packet is wonderful and for ALL AGES.  There are usually at least 2 
pages for kids and children with activities related to the weekly scripture readings.  1 page with a "Story for All 
Ages" type of reflection.  An attachment will be included each week by email.  www.illustratedministry.com  
 
4- Discipleship Study resources.   
Adult Sunday School books and Upper Devotionals are available upon request from the church office.  You may 
also download an Upper Room pdf version at  https://www.upperroom.org/covid-19 
 
5) Tithes and Offerings.  You are now able to donate online at sumcm.org by clicking the "Donate" button and 
following a few simple steps.  You may also give by text!  Just text the word “give” to 828-330-8897, follow the 
simple steps to add an account, and you’ll be able to donate by text anywhere and anytime.    
Your church is still at work and your support is crucial when collection plates are not passed.   THANK YOU! 
 
6) Caring Congregation.  You may have received or be receiving a call.  That's because we care.  Our Council 
Leadership have divided our congregation list to connect and reach out to everyone each month.  It is easy to 
feel alone and scared.  God reminds us we are never alone.  You too can extend this ministry by simply calling 
or checking on a neighbor on your street.  Keep loving God and loving neighbor. 
 
7) Sunday Worship - We continue to offer outdoor worship in our parking lot at 9:30am.  Services are about 30 
minutes and are normally posted on our webpage by 3pm that afternoon sumcm.org/newsresources/sermons.  
Indoor worship begins Oct 11 @ 10:35 am (see new guidelines on previous page)  
 
8)  Visitation  -  Please note that hospitals and care facilities have specifically requested clergy NOT visit 
patients unless it is an end of life situation.  Pastor Norm is also not doing house visits but, if you know of 
someone hospitalized, please keep the office updated and we can call them or try to reach their family. 
 
 “and when this has passed, may we say that love spread more quickly than any virus ever could.” 
 
This is a new "wilderness" for us all.  We hope this info and these resources will be fruitful for you over the 
next few weeks.  You may also reach me by email @ rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu or 828-980-4139.    
 

Be safe, stay calm, wash hands, love God and one another! 

http://www.illustratedministry.com/

