
 
 
SUMC  Family,     (Updated  May  20, 2020) 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who took a moment to reply recently about returning to in-person programming.  Over 

85% of you expressed discomfort and said that now is too soon to risk returning.  We all want to be together 

again soon, but I applaud your willingness to express care and caution for yourselves and others.  We are 

aware of the recent exemption for churches regarding large gatherings.  Yet, within the last week, Burke 

County and NC have seen record numbers of new C-19 infections (including spikes in hospitalizations and 

deaths).  Returning now carries more risk than at any other time thus far.  This is why I delayed suspending 

programs until the end of March when others did so much earlier.  The risk was minimal at that time. 

We recognize a large majority of our membership have underlying health issues and are over 65 years old.  

After fruitful discussion with our Church Council last weekend, we will continue to monitor conditions and the 

comfort level of our congregation.  Because of our love for one another and our neighbors, we are of one mind 

that presently the safest venue for worship is online.  Additionally, DVD’s containing multiple services since 

March 29 are being made for anyone who may not have access to internet.  Please call the church office or let 

us know of anyone you are aware of who would like a DVD.  We can also mail out a transcript of a service if 

you would like to request one.   

We have set a goal of offering an outdoor worship service at 10am on June 14 for those who do wish to begin 

returning to campus.  The logistics and details of this will be shared next week and in your June newsletter.  In 

the meantime, we will continue to offer online worship and post worship online even when we begin the 

outdoor service.   

We look forward to that time when we can worship together and we are making plans to provide the safest 

experience possible.  Many of you have been reaching out to one another in wonderful ways to reassure one 

another of God’s abiding presence.  Thank you for your continued efforts in taking care of one another during 

these “different times.”  May God continue to offer you signs of hope and thanksgiving.  

 

Resurrection hope, 

Pastor Norm 

  



RESOURCES 
 

Just because public events and programs have been suspended for SUMC, there are still a number of ways we 
can continue to be God's Church.  Please save this info and take the time read ALL the ways we can continue to 
be connected and engaged in discipleship and worship. 
 
1- At present, our church office remains open on Tu & Fri from 11am-6pm to serve and resource you.  Zachary 
will still be responding to your emails and calls or if you need to pick something up or drop something 
off.  (However, please be mindful if you are sick and don't stop by).   
 
2- Devotions and Prayer.  Our website already has some great resources for you!  Under the "news/resources" 
tab at the top of the page, you will find the "Daily Devo" link.  This page includes a link to a terrific daily 
devotional as well as a link to ancient morning and evening prayer practices with a modern twist.  
  

Daily Devotional:  This experience includes music, scripture, prayer, short devotional, and 
benediction.  Once you are on the d365 page, click the music notes at the bottom of the page to activate the 
reflective music for your devotional journey (click it again if you wish to turn sound off).  Then, simply click the 
large "begin" button on the page and allow it to walk you through a complete devotional experience each day 
with the format of: pause, listen, think, pray, go.  A new devotion is offered every day of the week. 

Morning/Evening Prayer:   For anyone interested in a more detailed ancient practice of observing 
morning and evening prayer, try this modern twist.  Clicking the link leads you to MissionStClare where you 
click the picture/icon to go directly to the morning or evening prayer liturgy for the day. (If it is AM it will take 
you to morning prayer, if it is PM it will take you to evening prayer).  It will guide you scripture by scripture, 
prayer by prayer, and hymn by hymn through the full liturgy of a morning or evening prayer service.  The cool 
feature here is there are embedded files of the hymns so you can delight in hearing them or sing along.   
 
3- Illustrated Ministry has graciously offered to provide their resources to congregations and families free 
each week during the pandemic.  I will include a link each week when I send out our worship info.  Or, you may 
wish to sign up and have it emailed to you directly from them.  Their weekly worship packet is wonderful and 
for ALL AGES.  There are usually at least 4 pages for kids and children with activities related to the weekly 
scripture readings.  2 pages with a "Story for All Ages" type of reflection.   www.illustratedministry.com  
 
4- Discipleship Study resources.   
-The Work of the People is a virtual visual library of faith resources and is offering the film series: The Four 
Gospel Journey free of charge during the C-19 crisis.  If you would like to explore this 6 session study through 
the Gospel rhythms of life follow the link below:   
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/film_series/the-four-gospel-journey 
 
5) Tithes and Offerings.  You are now able to donate online at sumcm.org by clicking the "Donate" button and 
following a few simple steps.  You may also give by text too!  Just text the word “give” to 828-330-8897 and 
then follow the simple steps to add an account and in about 2 minutes you’ll be able to donate by text 
anywhere and anytime.    

While public gatherings have been postponed, your church is still at work and we will continue to have 
monthly operating expenses and bills.  Your support is crucial at a time when collection plates are not 
passed.  A special thanks to those who have already begun mailing, donating online, or dropping your offering 
off by the church office.  THANK YOU! 
 
6) Caring Congregation.  You may have received or be receiving a call.  That's because we care.  After worship 
March 15 and 22, several persons offered to make calls each week to our members and connect with them to 
see how they are doing or if they need anything.  It is easy to feel alone and scared.  God reminds us we are 

http://www.illustratedministry.com/
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/film_series/the-four-gospel-journey


never alone.  You too can extend this ministry by simply calling or checking on a neighbor on your street.  Keep 
loving God and loving neighbor. 
 
7) Sunday Worship - We will still offer an online worship opportunity during the C-19 crisis.  Our primary 
format will be posting worship videos each week on our webpage sumcm.org.  Check our facebook page for 
updates on Saturdays or the resources tab on our website (sumcm.org) under the link “sermons.”   
 
8)  Visitation  -  Please note that hospitals and care facilities have specifically requested clergy NOT visit 
patients unless it is an end of life situation.  But, if you know of someone hospitalized, do keep the office 
updated and we can call them or try to reach their family. 
 
9) Resurrection Bags – Outreach, Nurture, and Witness leaders helped coordinate the creation of 40 
resurrection bags distributed in the Salem community on Easter Weekend.  You too can offer some 
resurrection in your neighborhood by creating a bag of your own simply using extra supplies you have around 
the house.  Below is our list of items to give you an idea and a sample of the text from the card we included 
with our church logo. 
-reusable bag from Food Lion  -snack mix packs -2 rolls of toilet paper 
-1 bottle hand soap   -pack of pre-cooked sausage patties 
-loaf of bread    -box of macn'cheese -small set of sidewalk chalk 
-NT gift bible    -can of soup  -card/blessing from SUMC 
 
Card Text:    
“and when this has passed, may we say that love spread more quickly than any virus ever could.” 

But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.  But Peter got up and ran to the 
tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had 

happened.   (Luke 24:11-12) 
  
 
This is a new "wilderness" for us all.  We hope this info and these resources will be fruitful for you over the 
next few weeks.  You may also reach me by email @ rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu or 828-980-4139.    
 

Be safe, stay calm, wash hands, love God and one another. 
Pastor Norm 

 
 


