
Outdoor Worship 

Launch & Guidelines 
  

 For the safety of all persons at a 

time when C-19 cases, hospitalizations, 

and deaths in Burke County lead WNC, 

and while those figures also include 

some of our members and their families, 

we are pursuing a return to in-person 

worship cautiously.  In addition, our Bishop has requested in-person worship be suspended until at 

least July 19.  The exception to this is outdoor worship, which we will launch on June 28 @ 

9:30am.  It will be significantly different from what you might be used to and will require the patience 

and cooperation of all involved.  However, we look forward to the opportunity of this next phase 

toward returning to in-person worship at Salem UMC.   

Below is a detailed list of guidelines to help make things as smooth and safe as possible for 

anyone who may wish to participate in this worship opportunity.  You may bring a lawn chair to sit 

outside in designated spaces or remain in your vehicle and listen by radio.  While we will do our best 

to make you safe and welcome, please note the safest recommendation for all persons over age 65 or 

with compromised immune systems continues to be to shelter-in-place.  The service will be recorded 

and posted online by Sunday evening for folks to access and a transcript can be mailed for anyone who 

would like to receive a copy.  Thank you for your continued love and understanding as we work 

through this unprecedented season together!     
  

Instructions for outdoor worship  (June 28 and beyond) 
-If you feel sick at all OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, do not attend. 

-In compliance with NC guidelines, please wear a mask if outside your vehicle. 

-All vehicles should enter the parking lot from the Salem Rd exit  

(this is the entrance closest to the parsonage) 

-You will receive a bulletin and directed to a parking area  (a pdf version will be emailed out Sat.) 

-To worship from your vehicle: 

- we will begin filling marked spaces near the playground and work toward the entrance 

-back into the marked space so your vehicle faces forward 

(you may also choose to pull in forward to sit on a tailgate or truck bed) 

-we will use every other space to maintain safe distance 

-tune radio to 87.9 

-To worship in lawn chairs: 

 -we will direct you to park in the back lot behind the Ed. Bldg. 

 -spaces will be marked to maintain a space between vehicles 

 -please remain in your car until 9:25am. 

 -you will be invited to come set up chairs in front of the covered pull-thru at that time 

 -spots are marked 8ft apart  

(2 persons/chairs from the same household are allowed on a mark) 

 

-All those coordinating service set-up will wear masks and gloves 

-A greeter will stop by your vehicle at a safe distance to welcome you and take attendance.   

(We will keep a contact list in the event there is a C-19 transmission concern) 

-Worship will likely last about 30 minutes. 

-An offering stand will be located near the covered pull-thru if you wish to tithe or donate. 



 

-It may be hard, but please resist the urge to hug or shake hands and simply offer waves and smiles. 

(assume and respect that everyone wants to maintain 6ft distance unless they specifically give 

you permission otherwise). 

-The building is closed and restroom access is for emergency only. 

-At the conclusion of the service, please use the back parking exit onto Perpons to access Salem Rd 

  

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 

(Assuming the best, we hope we might be able to transition to an indoor Sunday School option in 

August.  In all things- patience and prayer). 
  

 


