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Notes from Norm 
 
 

 Silers Bald is a mountain, and once grassy bald, in the Great Smoky Mountains just west of Clingman’s Dome.  The 
TN-NC state line crosses the 5600ft summit.  It was named for Jesse Siler who grazed sheep and cattle there in the 19th 
century.  In 1913, Horace Kephart wrote of the bald, “From there onward for forty miles is an uninhabited wilderness so 
rough that you could not make seven miles a day in it to save your life….” 
 
 It’s also the name of a Christian music band formed by several guys at the University of South Carolina in 1997, a 
year before I enrolled.  They produced a few albums, toured, and I encountered them multiple times during my undergrad-
uate years.  One song, “Masquerade,” has stayed with me all these years and I often think of it this time of year given our 
inclination for spooks, costumes, and disguises.  It’s a simple, haunting, acapella solo lasting probably less than 90 seconds.  
I searched for a recording online to share a link for you to listen, but found none.  The first verse sings:   

Tell me, why you wear your mask. 
I tell you, the Lord sees you anyway. 

He sees you, He sees you, He sees you,  anyway (2x) 
 

 In chapter three of Mark’s gospel, Jesus returns to the synagogue where he is being watched in the hope that he 
will do something foolish like heal on the Sabbath.  He invites a man with a withered hand forward and, knowing the trap 
has been set for him, he asks a question aloud to the crowd.  Is it legal to do good on the Sabbath, to save life or to kill?  No 
one utters a word because they know the truth; they know the answer.  Jesus looks out on these self-righteous, cowards 
and is deeply angered by their hypocrisy.  So he heals the man in front of them all.  To me, it’s one of the most emotionally 
powerful scenes in all of Mark’s account.  Maybe you know what it’s like to stand up for something before others when 
everyone knows the truth or what is right, but they refuse to act or admit it because it does not support their narrative.  
Tell me, why do we wear our masks when the Lord knows us anyway?  
  
  The last verse of “Masquerade” echoes:  Why not throw away your mask?  I tell you, the Lord loves us anyway.  He 
loves us (3x), anyway.  He sees us, He knows us, and He loves us anyway.  As we look around, it seems we live at a time and 
place that seems not far from Siler’s Bald - an uninhabited wilderness so rough you could not make 7 miles a day in it to 
save your life.  Everyone knows the truth and what’s right, but no one utters a word because it’s inconvenient.  And here’s 
the thing - Jesus sees it all.  He looks around at this pitiful gathering of misfits, every one of us, and loves us anyway. 
 
 There are times, like Trunk or Treat, to play dress-up and disguise ourselves as something we’re not.  We need 
those moments.  But other times, life demands we stand up for our neighbor and we live in truth.  I don’t want to play mas-
querade anymore.  He love us, He loves us, He loves us, anyway.   
 
 



Bible Year Aids & Tips  
   

1) There is space in your devo book each day, use it.  Jot your notes, questions, or ideas down OR consider using a journal. 
2) A weekly discussion group is offered to help everyone connect and grow in their reading.  Come when you can.  Weekly 
discussion enhances your experience and encourages one another.      Wednesday:   6:30pm, Small group in Yth Room 
3) Luther Seminary offers a great free resource online for anyone who wants to go deeper called Enter the Bible.  It breaks 
  down each book of Scripture to give you an in-depth overview of its background and context, its author and  
 setting, the issues and themes in it.  Create a free account at https://enterthebible.org/free-account-registration/ 
4) You can listen to free weekly podcast recordings and reflection of the readings by scholars and pastors from around the  
 country.  Scroll down the page to access 60 total podcasts OR subscribe to the podcast with your app/phone.  
 https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/ 
5) We have created an SUMC group Bible Year page to join on Facebook where you can ask questions or post insights.  
 Each month, one of our Church Council leaders will post weekly comments about something from the readings. 
 SUMC Bible Year | Facebook   

 C-19  Guidelines 

There are multiple variants and people are affected differently.  We encourage you to make informed health choices for your 
situation & always be mindful that our personal decisions do impact others.  SUMC will continue to be a church to embrace 
others through love in action.  Everyone will have different levels of comfort regarding interactions & connecting with each 
other again & we will choose to respect that.  Thank you for navigating this together in love! 
 

Reminders: 
-Masks are optional for any SUMC activities/programs.   
-Pastor visitation is again possible but please alert Norm if you would prefer not to receive a home or hospital visit. 
 

We will continue to observe the following measures:   
-If you feel sick OR experience any C-19 symptoms, please postpone attending until you are better.  
-We continue to ask you to place your offering at the altar before/during/after worship 
-Air Purification systems are used in all buildings.  
-Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services.    
-Nursery remains open for family use, but not staffed.  

Our UWF (formerly UMW)  

invite anyone  
for their next meeting   

Thursday, Oct 6 @ 7pm 
in the FH.   

 
 

Ladies preparing 
vegetable soup for 
Missions bake sale 
along with frozen 

chicken pies, 
cheese balls.. 

 
 
 

SAVE the Date:  

Nov. 5,  
10am-12pm 

Bake Sale 
Fundraiser 
(Donations of 

baked goods to sell 
are appreciated!) 

Ministries w/ Students & Schools:    
(& how to get involved)   - servant hearts welcomed-  

 
  
 -Reading Buddies – (Volunteer approx. 1 hr wkly to read/
listen to kids @ SES) Oct-May   
Contact:  Church Office  828-433-6600  
A background check is required to serve and orientation is 
offered.  Other opportunities are also available aside from 
reading if you want to serve.    
 

-Backpack Ministry – (Pack and 
deliver backpacks of food for stu-
dents for the wknd) Sept-May  
Contact:  Nina Horton  828-438-4638  
 

-Prayer Partners- (Pray over a list of SES staff for each day 
OR be assigned a kid from SUMC to pray for)   
Contact:  Kathryn Jones   919-260-9852  

Attention  ALL Men! 

Sun. Oct  23, 8:30am  
Join us for our next men’s  

breakfast!   
All ages invited to gather for a time 
of devotion, fellowship and food! 

https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Btc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VXkcNb7xsxw5W5C_wsV7MpxV_W2L--MX4yXGrVN8_nRFX3hpPkV1-WJV7CgKLJW8-WMTz9gCsfnW5ZjB6c87r78bW491rl94rYDZTW293P862Mn3m5N1X1GWKbH-G1W1MzY1j6d3xJlVdGJDd5rQH7XN3dPs29tLlrcW4943VM4YccQSN4NRgNb57_DhW2n34sj6PWmv8VDmT3m9
https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/345549906962902


Gilboa UMC Homecoming 
(hosted by FUMC MorGanton) 

 

Oct 16 - 10:30am @ Gilboa 
 

FUMC invites you for a home-

coming service and covered 

dish on the Lawn.  Feel free to 

come after Worship just for the 

meal and bring a chair to visit. 

Salem UMC Blood Drive 
Thursday 

October 20, 2:30-7 pm (FH) 
 

Consider giving the gift of 
life.  

Sign up online at 
www.redcrossblood.org 

  

Here We Grow Again 
 

On Sept 25, we welcomed several new members into 
our SUMC family!  The good news is they have been 
actively involved for a awhile now, so you can already 
find their contact info in our new directory if you wish 

to welcome them or send a note.  Each discovered 
SUMC in the midst of a pandemic.   

 

Kevin, Donna, Hadley, & Finley Fite - Relocated to 
Morganton and transfer their membership from As-
bury UMC in Huntersville.  (Kevin comes as an affiliate 
member and retains his membership at AUMC).   
Kelly Basting - Watched online during Covid and then 
joined us in-person.  She and husband Steven are re-
cent newlyweds & enjoy their horses, dogs, & chicks. 
Pietro & Denise Magri - Retired here and began 
watching online from Maryland.  They come by trans-
fer from Silver Spring UMC and jumped in with serv-
ant hearts to feed SES and lead Messy Church. 

Trunk or Treat Outreach - Wed. Oct 26,  5:30-7pm!  
 

Calling all clowns, superheros, and stars... 
   

We need your helping hands.  We welcomed 600+ neighbors last year & ran out of candy & food.   
 
Here are a few ways you can help: 

 1. Lots of candy. Donate candy by Oct 23 (collection bins are in the sanctuary and outside church 
office.  You may also donate money for purchase of candy). 
 2. Please sign-up to decorate your trunk. (All vehicles need to ar-
rive by 5pm to set-up.  Pizza will be available in FH for all volunteers.  
Contact Kathryn Jones 919-260-9852) 
 3. Prep and serve food or help at fun stations. (Hot dogs will be 
served, balloon man, magician, dunk booth, hayrides, and more.  Contact 
Kevin Reinke 407-443-9783) 
 4. Come for a final planning meeting Oct 13, 6pm (Yth Rm) 
 

*Parking for this event will be at SES and Fire Dept.  We ask volunteers without trunks 
to park in the grass by the graveyard to keep our lot open for guests and stations. 



 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru September 27, 2022 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,936.85 
Yearly Budget needed:  $204,716.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $153,537.15 
Total Received for Budget:    $161,077.85 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $145,645.29 
 
 

We are $7,540.70 ahead budget for the year!       
We are $15,432.56 ahead expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2022: 
Backpack Ministry:    $930.00 
Building Fund (Cemetery, Building, Playground):  $2,654.00 

*Now that facility use has increased again, our trustees 
respectfully ask folk to please be intentional turning off 
lights, adjusting air, and locking doors when leaving.   

Monthly Greeters   
 

1st Sunday-     Jack Bridges  
2nd Sunday-    Charles Autrey 
3rd Sunday-     Holly Keller  
4th Sunday-     Kevin Reinke 
5th Sunday-     Jodi Brown  
Alternate-       Bruce Pollard 

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor  
 

Elsie Vickers     by Doris Ingram 
        by Hoyle Roper SS Class 
All the wonderful people of Salem   by Shirley Causby 
Mary Carswell         by Norm & Kathryn Jones 
               by Larry & Janet Koon 
Mary Carswell, Deah Garrison,    by Leota Garrison 
Robert & Louise Garrison, Charlie & Cheryl Garrison by Leota Garrison  

 Our Back pack ministry is serving 7 
families and 17 kids from Salem School.  
Right now we need breakfast items (grits, 
oatmeal packs, cereal bars or individual ce-
reals) canned (soup, pasta or 
veggies).  Please no oversized 
or glass items as kids carry 
them home.  Drop off your 
donations on the cart outside 
the church office.  Thank You! 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Prayer Requests & Concerns: Gerald & Mozelle Duckworth, 

Steve & Jane Stroup, Kevin & Joann Patton, Fred Causby, 

Shirley Causby, Laqueta Carroll, Edith Dale, Cary Clark,  Zach 

Cagle, Wanda Byrd, Bernice Peabody, Joann Byrd, Buddy 

Crowe, Lisa Propst, Matt Cassida, Mark McGhinnis 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, Fred Duckworth, 

Brenda Autrey, Jackie Pruett 

Nursing Home :   - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison  

NEW  ONLINE  GIVING  OPTION 
 

Our previous online giving platform began charging a fee.  So we 
are now receiving online gifts through our WNC Conference. 

 

What does this change? 
-You may still give by going to our website and clicking 

Make a Donation:  www.sumcm.org/donate 
 

-The button takes you to a Conference webpage where 
you will have to specify the church, city, and District to 
ensure the funds go to our church.   
(So you do have to type a little more and you no longer have 

the option of texting your donation). 
 

-You can now also pay with credit card  
(but we discourage this because we don’t encourage debt 

and the convenience fee is 2.9%.  To debit funds from your 
account is only 0.9%) 

 

-Any online gifts will be forwarded to us from the WNCC 
each month.  Otherwise, there are no other changes to your 
online giving.  It is still a very secure process.   
 

Info you will need to enter: 
Church Name:  Salem UMC  City:  Morganton 
District:  Catawba Valley  Pastor:  Norman Jones 

1 Doris Ingram 
2 Larry Koon 
3 Lindsay Cabe 
4 Mike Smith 
5 David Allen Dale 
13 Kathie Waldroup, Lara Autrey 
17 Dustin Carswell, Trey Crowe 
19 Chris Ross 
21 Portia Smith 
23 Autumn Wellman 
24 Jerry Carroll 
27 Scott Roper 
 
ANNIVERSARIES    
11 Todd & Rebecca Shuping 
21 Gerald & Kay Duckworth 
26 Bruce & Kay Pollard 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

     1 

Luke 4:14-5:39 

FH Reserved  

2 

Luke 6:1-49 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
2–4pm Calisti Baby 

Shower  (FH) 

3 

Luke 7:1-8:39 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

5:45 pm Messy 

Church  night (FH) 

4 

Luke 8:40-9:62 

6pm - Salem Fire 

Meal (Station) 

   

5 

Luke 10:1-11:36 
 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

 

6 

Luke 11:37-12:59 

7 pm UWF mtg (FH) 

7 

Luke 13:1-14:35 

8 

Luke 15:1-16:31 

 

 

9 

Luke 17:1-18:43 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am  Worship 
 
 
 

10 

Luke 19:1-48 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

6pm  Girl Scouts 

(FH) 

 

11 

Luke 20:1-21:38 

6pm Nominations 

Team (Yth Rm) 

12 

Luke 22:1—71 

1:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

6pm Youth Group

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

 

13 

Luke 23:1-56 

6pm Trunk Planning 

Mtg (Yth Rm) 

14 

Luke 24:1-53 

15 

John 1:1-2:12 

16 

John 2:13-3:36 

9:30 Sunday School  
10:35am  Worship 
4pm Church Council 
Mtg (FH) 
 

17 

John 4:1-54 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

 

 

 

18 

 John 5:1-6:21 

 

 

 

19 

John 6:22-7:9 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

20 

John 7:10-8:59 

2:30—7 pm Blood 

Drive (FH) 

 

21 

John 9:1-10:42 
22 

John 11:1-12:50 

  

23 

John 13:1-14:31 

8:30am Men’s 

breakfast  (FH) 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
 

24 

John 15:1-17:26 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

6pm  Girl Scouts 

(FH) 

 

 

25 

John 18:1-19:42 
26 

John 20:1-21:25 

5:30pm Trunk or 

Treat 

 

 

27 

Acts 1:1-2:47 

28 

Acts 3:1-5:16 

29 

Acts 5:17-7:60 

 

 

 

 

30 

Acts 8:1-9:43 

9am  Wellness  (FH) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
 
11:40am Church 
Meal after  worship 

31 

Acts 10:1-12:25 

   

 

 

Save Date:  Nov 10 

Charge Conference 

@ FUMC Morgan-

ton, 6pm 

 BY = Bible year 

 

NOV 5- 

*UWF Bake Sale 

10am-12pm 



 

Messy Church night returns to SUMC  

Monday October 3 @ 5:45pm 
 

This intergenerational night is open to everyone and a great 
chance to invite a friend or others who might not do “church” 

 
 What Messy Church is: 

- Messy Church is a form of church for every age that involves creativity, celebration and hospitality. 
- It typically includes a welcome, a creative time to explore the biblical theme through getting messy (sensory engage-
ment); a short celebration time involving story, prayer, song ; and a sit-down meal together.   
- It's fun.   - It's church for people at all stages of their faith journey and of any age  
————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

WHY the MESS?  By Dr. Jo Myers, Aldersgate UMC 
 

So why is Messy Church messy? And why do we keep having to convince people it is worth the effort? 
Have you ever watched a child creating something? Handed them a blank piece of paper and a pencil and 
watched the creative process flow? It’s something special to behold. Blank paper soon becomes a masterpiece 
of art or a story comes to life. Most children don’t hold back while they are creating something new. They aren’t 
afraid to make a mistake. They aren’t worried about what color clashes with another color or about staying in 
the lines. Their stories can often lean into the fantastical rather than the real world. That space between blank 
page and finished piece is not linear, it’s not neat and tidy. They create with wild abandon. And in this messy 
space, there is beauty and imagination and wonder and mystery. It’s gloriously messy and beautiful. 
 Somewhere within the crafts and the games, the paint, the scissors, and the occasional bursts of glitter, 
Messy Church offers this kind of space – the space between blank page and masterpiece – where we can all 
explore and create, getting our hands into God’s great story. Imagination can run free, we can wonder aloud 
together about what God might be up to. This is the mess of Messy Church – that in-between space where im-
agination can come alive again. 
 

Why adults need Messy Church? 
 At some point in our lives, we adults move away from the messy, free creativity of children. We start 
worrying about clashing colors, about staying in the lines, about how the glitter is going everywhere, about how 
the story doesn’t make sense. We start worrying about being right and we start being afraid of the messiness. 
 Maybe that’s why Messy Church is as important for adults as it is for kids. We adults might actually 
need our kids to remind us how to embrace wonder and imagination and mess. Because the story of God is 
about creativity and wonder and if you’ve actual read your Bible, you’ll see, the story of God is never neat and 
tidy. God is far more likely to be found in the messiness of life. 
 We need to find our love of the mess again. Because us adults?  We’ve been working too hard lately 
at keeping the world neat and tidy – everything black or white, A or B, Red or Blue, this or that. We can put 
people into neat boxes. (And it’s easy to stop thinking about them as people created in the image of a loving 
God).  Without the mess, everyone gets stuck in a place and there’s little place for imaginative solutions, crea-
tive problem-solving, critical thinking. This kind of thinking isn’t helpful – and it isn’t truthful. Because nothing is 
really that neat and tidy. There’s a whole lot more gray, more purple, more mess in the real world. When 
there’s no room for wonder and mess, suddenly there’s no room for a creative, messy God who likes to play in 
the dirt, throw impromptu picnics, and have dinner parties with sinners. 

Messy Church is an invitation to come hang out in the messy middle – the space between blank page and 
masterpiece. It’s a space to meet God in the messiness of our lives, to rediscover the wonder of Jesus. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, Oct 30 after worship (11:40am) 
Celebrate around the table with your church family following 

worship on Oct 30.  Bring a covered dish to share! 

A ‘Wellness Station’ is now offered to have your 
blood pressure, oxygen, pulse and other vitals 

checked.  The station will be set up in the fellow-
ship hall from 9-9:30am the last Sunday of each 

month.  
 

Thanks to Joyanne Benfield and Margaret Shell for 
making this service possible to our congregation.  


