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NOTES  FROM  NORM 
“Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but many.”  (1 Cor. 12:14) 

  

 By now, most of you know we are scheduling a new photo directory for our congregation.  We want everyone 
included so please schedule your appointment if you haven’t already.  Even if the dates are not possible, let us know 
and we will work with you to provide an alternative.  Part of this also means we need your most current contact info 
(email, phone, address) so please update Zachary in the office.   
 As I flipped through our current directory last week, I found myself smiling, giving thanks at so many won-
derful persons and precious moments that make up our church family, and praying for you.  I love the diverse person-
alities and quirks of each one of us because it makes something beautiful.  I was reminded of just how significant we 
each are to the body of Christ.  We need each other, all of us, to thrive and share in God’s kingdom mission.  And, 
that’s hard when some of us haven’t seen each other in almost 2 years.  It also reminded me of something Ed 
Mathison wrote several years ago and I’m including a portion of it for you below.   
 I hope you know just how much you are loved and how much you uniquely bring to SUMC!  You have a 
place in the family of God.  God be with you till we meet again   
  
 
       (excerpt from Treasures of the Transformed Life, John Ed Mathison) 
 

 “You know, there’s just no nice way to say it.  There are people in our church who can be annoying.  They’re al-
ways complaining or asking for help.  They always require a little extra grace.  Maybe they prevent you from wanting to 
come together as a family.  They may be the equivalent of that crazy aunt everyone tolerates at the holiday table.  No one 
wants to be stuck sitting next to her, hearing her stories again and again, having her criticize everything from table deco-
rations to everyone’s appearance.  While everyone complains about her behind her back, no one fully reaches out to her in 
love.  They’re polite of course, but never genuine. 
 Don’t make the mistake of thinking she doesn’t notice that she’s outside the family’s inner circle; that she’s merely 
tolerated once a year.  What a lonely place to be.  She knows that no one would miss her if she weren’t there.  She knows 
they might actually have a better time if she weren’t.   
 They’re people like that in our church family.  They don’t really fit in, they tap dance on our last nerve, and they 
always seem to test the bounds of grace.  But if they don’t find a place in the family of God, where will they find a place?  
God accepts them for who they are and even created them with some of those unique characteristics.” 
 
 Am I playing my part?  Am I willing to allow God to show me His heart for other people? 

C-19  Guidelines : 
-If you feel sick OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, please do not attend!   
 -Masks must be worn during any indoor programs.   
 -Consider stepping outside for extended conversations or greeting. 
 -You may place your offering at the altar before/during/after service 
 

Other procedures: 
-New purification system has been installed in all buildings. -Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services 
-We will spray to disinfect before worship.   -Nursery is open for family use, but not staffed.  
- Assume everyone wants to maintain safe distance unless given permission. 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 



Wednesday Night Study 
Beginning Oct 13 @ 6:30pm 

 
We’ve adjusted the date start from Sept 

to October & you’re invited to a 6 
week study of rich insights into He-

brew scripture.  Reading the Old Testa-
ment Through Jewish Eyes explores 
the Torah, the first five books of the 

Hebrew Bible, and highlights points of 
interest to Christians.  We learn the 
role of the Torah in Jewish worship 

and practice and explore key themes of 
each book guided by the wisdom of 

Jewish interpreters through the centu-
ries.  

 
The book is recommended but not re-
quired.  You can purchase the ebook 

for $10 at amazon or order a copy thru 
the church office.   

  

Fall Worship Series:  Jesus is the Question 
   
   (Continues in October) 
 
 The first words Jesus speaks in the Gospels are in the form of 
a question.  According to scholars, he asks over 300 questions and 
directly answers less than 5.  It is telling that the word “question” 
contains the word quest.  A question sends you on a journey often in 
search of something very valuable.  If we are looking for Jesus to 
have all the answers, we might be disappointed.  Jesus is not looking 
to share information but to elicit transformation.  What might it 
mean for us to live the questions of Jesus?  Join us in-person or 
online this Fall for this series based on Martin Copenhaver’s book 
Jesus is the Question.  
  
Oct 3 - How much bread do you have?  (Mark 6:30-44) 
Oct 10 -Question Jesus answers (Matt 17:14-21/Matt 18:21-22) 
Oct 17 - Questions after resurrection  (John 21:4-19) 
 

  Ladies of any age are welcome to join the  
United Methodist Women.  No monthly meeting for October due to C-19 concerns. 

 
Pecan Sale - UMW will not hold a bazaar again this year.  However, they are 
selling pecans for all your holiday baking needs.  Place orders with Doris In-
gram.  Halves and pieces are $11 per pound.   

828-433-7091 or dorisingram@aol.com. 
 
 

SUMC T-shirts-We still have at least 50 awesome SUMC T-shirts for sale sizes S-2XL  for $9. 
Since UMW have been unable to hold a fundraiser this fall, any proceeds will go toward their 

UMW missions. 
Email or call the church office to get yours. 

 
Dear Norm & Salem UMC 
Thank you so much for your contribution towards flood relief in Haywood 
County. Your giving helps our missional network in making sure no one falls 
through the cracks and that all will know God’s great love for them in this 
difficult time. Thank you for your prayers! 
 In God’s Love,  Erin Yow (Central Canton UMC) 



Change the World - Devo #8 
by Mike Slaughter   

 

“The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has 
been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.” (Matthew 28:5-6) 

 

 The women came to the tomb expecting to find a corpse and instead witnessed a world-changing mira-
cle. Jesus was not there. He had risen! 
 The place where Jesus had been laid was a cemetery. What do you expect to find in a cemetery? Death. 
God’s best work is done in places of death. This is why as God’s people we need to be camped right in the mid-
dle of the Darfurs or Haitis of this world, serving courageously in places of pain and need.  
 I have discovered that the fruits of a person’s life and work rise to the level of his or her expectation. 

“As a person thinks within himself or herself, so he or she is” (Proverbs 23:7, paraphrased).  Many Christians think that they can’t 
have anywhere near the impact someone else might have because of their lack of education, or position, or power, or money or sup-
port.  No doubt you have heard many “I can’t because—” excuses from others in your lifetime, and you’ve probably said it a few times 
yourself!  
 As a pastor, I’ve faced all kinds of obstacles over the years. Ginghamsburg Church is located in a community of twenty-two 
houses, sixteen miles north of one of the ten fastest dying cities in the U.S.  The population has declined during my thirty-plus-year 
tenure.  There were fewer than one hundred people in the church when I arrived and only thirty after my first year.  I inherited a 
$27,000 budget, was met with resistance, and still have days when I feel like throwing in the towel.  It is during those times I remind 
myself that God does God’s best work in a desperate situation.  God is the God of abundance, love, life, and provision.  Not even death 
can deny God’s redemptive plan.  There is no circumstance that can change the promise or purpose of God! 
 You don’t need different circumstances or new surroundings. You don’t need a better education, more training, or a different 
job. You don’t need a different spouse, You don’t need a bigger or better house or more money. It’s time to get rid of your excuses and 
lay claim to some world-changing expectations! 
  What excuses are keeping you from serving courageously and making a difference for God’s kingdom work?  
  What higher expectation can you set for yourself? 

Church Directory Sign-Ups !!! 

A pictorial directory is a powerful tool for our church to 
help us stay connected and know each other better.  Our 
current directory is 5 years old and significantly in need of 
revision.  Please make an appointment to have your pic-
ture taken!  We want everyone possible to be included.   
 

Oct 19-20  2-8:30pm 
 
What to know: 
-Register your appointment online 
(you may also call Zach in the church office on Tu. or Fri. 

11am-5pm, or sign up using the sheet on Sundays) 
-Your time onsite is streamlined and should only last 
about 15 minutes. (your proof consult will be online by 
ZOOM or later on church office PC) 
 
-Photographer will implement C-19 
procedures/cleaning 
-Each household photographed and 
completing an online proof receives a 
free 8x10 and directory. 

 
 

Register Link:  https://instant-scheduling.com/sch.php?kn=763&typId=63719&step=2 
     (or  use QR code) 

Monthly Greeter list   

 

1st Sunday-      Jack Bridges 2nd Sunday- Charles Autrey 
3rd Sunday-     Holly Keller 4th Sunday- Kevin Reinke 
5th Sunday-     Jodi Brown Alternate- Bruce Pollard 

Good News in September! 
 11 persons received c19 shots @ clinic 

 $586 donated to Haywood Disaster Relief 

 4 school students sponsored in Guatemala  

https://instant-scheduling.com/sch.php?kn=763&typId=63719&step=2


Where are you? 
(excerpt from Questions God Asks Us by Trevor Hudson) 

 

 It is the first childhood game I remember playing. When I was small, our 
family lived in a tiny apartment. While my parents were busy, I would find a place to 
hide. There were not too many options. Sometimes I hid under a bed or behind the 
couch or in the clothes closet. Wherever it was, I would wait there, hoping to be 
missed. It was always a special moment when I heard Mom or Dad coming closer, 
calling out, “Where are you?” 
 This question seems to touch me deeply. I can only try to guess why.  Per-
haps it assured me that my parents really loved me. Or it could be that it gave me a 
feeling of real belonging.  Maybe it just felt good to know that my absence had been 
noticed. I don’t know for sure what the reason was.  What I do know is that when my 
parents came looking for me, asking where I was, my heart was filled with a joyful 
delight. Little wonder I enjoyed playing the game so much. 
 The first question that God asked in the Bible was the same one my parents 
asked. It comes from the creation story in the book of Genesis. You may remember 
the garden setting.  Soon after our first ancestors had been created, they broke the 
one and only rule they had been given. The consequences, of course, were tragic-
closeness with God and with each other was instantly destroyed by separation. Ad-
am and Eve sewed fig leaves together to hide from each other. And they hid from 
God behind some bushes in the garden. Then we read these beautiful haunting 
words: “But the Lord God called to [them], ‘Where are you?’” 
 I wonder how Adam and Eve felt when they heard God calling them. Were 
they afraid, wondering if God was going to pounce on them and punish them? After 
all, they must have known they had broken God’s heart. Or did they feel something 
like I did when my parents came looking for me?  Did God’s question cause them to 
realize how much God longed for their company?   
 The other day I listened to someone tell the story of his spiritual journey. He 
described how, after years of searching, he had eventually found God. On the one 
hand, we do search for God. On the other hand, we also try to hide away. But God is 
always trying to find us. This is the good news of the Creation story. When we hide 
from God, God comes seeking, calling out to each one of us, “Where are you?” 
 This question leads us into the searching heart of God. It reminds us that 
God always pursues us in love, Nothing can ever extinguish the flame in God’s heart 
that burns to be in personal relationship with us—even when we mess up and get 
terribly lost. When God asks us where we are, it is as if God is saying to you and me, 
“Where are you? I miss you. My heart aches for you. I want to reconnect intimately 
with you. I grieve over the distance between us. I long for your companionship, and I 
will search for you until I find you.”  There are no limits on God’s seeking love. None! 

  Oct 27, 5:30-7pm 
 
Pizza  Candy  Pelican Snowballs  
 Magician  Hayrides  & more 

Resurrection 2022 
Winter Youth Retreat 

Pigeon Forge, TN  
Jan 21-23, 2022 

 
 

The Rez Youth Retreat is being 
offered again in 2022.  If you 
missed out these last 2 years or are 
interested to attend in January 
please contact Pastor Norm ASAP. 
(rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
 
The early deadline is Oct 10 to 
limit our cost to $50 per person.  
Includes, transport, registration, 
lodging and most meals.  Must be 
vaccinated to attend. 
www.resurrectionyouth.com 
 

*Also FUMC-Morganton welcomes 
us to meet with then Sundays @5pm.  
They’d also be interested in attending 

Rez together. 

-During a pandemic all activities will be outside 
and arranged to encourage distance, movement, 
and masks.  (Ex. - Food will be to-go).   
 
*If necessary due to C-19 infections or weather, 
the event will be adjusted to drive thru only.  
 (No trunks or other activities)   
Masks are required (it is Halloween after all) 
 
Candy donations are still needed and a collection 
bin is located in the sanctuary opportunity corner 

or drop off at the church office.    
 

If you wish to help serve that night please con-
tact Kevin Reinke 407-443-9783   

(If you are helping please park along the grass behind 
the graveyard and arrive by 5pm). 



CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(Activities are returning.  See below for dates) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru September 28, 2021 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,875.19 
Yearly Budget needed:  $201,510.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $151,132.53  
Total Received for Budget:    $146,308.62 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $140,632.62 
 

We are $5,676 ahead of expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2021: 
Backpack Ministry:  $570.00 
Building Fund:    $10,605.00 
Youth:   $2,900.00 
Cemetery Fund: $2,100.00 
 

*(We are still just $2,100 shy of fully covering the cost 
of air upgrades and a $1,000 shy of a new playground. 
Any additional gifts to the building fund are greatly ap-
preciated!) 

1 Doris Ingram 
2 Larry Koon 
5 David Allen Dale 
13 Kathie Waldroup, Lara Autrey 
14 Michelle Roper 
17  Dustin Carswell 
18  Zachary Cagle, (Terry Campbell) 
19 Chris Ross 
21 Portia Smith 
23 Autumn Wellman 
24 Jerry Carroll 
27 Scott Roper  
 
ANNIVERSARIES    
11 Todd & Rebecca Shuping 
15 James & Mary Carswell 
21 Gerald & Kay Duckworth 
26 Bruce & Kay Pollard 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Prayer Requests & Concerns: Mary Carswell, Gerald, Kay & Mozelle 

Duckworth, Steve & Jane Stroup, Trey Crowe, Kevin & Pam Patton, 

Troy Patton, Kathryn Duckworth, Fred Causby, Jeff Blankenship, Ami 

Silva, Terry Campbell family, Larry Koon 

 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, Fred Duckworth, 

Nursing Home Residents:   - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison 

                                               - College Pines- James Carswell                                                  

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (September) 
 

Charles Garrison, Dean Garrison, Robert & Louise Garrison, 
 Leota Garrison          by Jerry & Marcia McCall  
 
Charles Garrison, Dean Garrison, Robert Garrison,  
Marcia & Jerry McCall, Charles & Cheryl Garrison              by Leota Garrison  
       
David & Janette Dale, Beth Dale, Brian Dale, Charlie Dale  by  Nicole Mull 

October Calendar Dates: 
Weekly:   
         Sun - 10:35am worship, 9:30am Sunday School  
 Mon - 10am Prayer Shawl Min. (Ed Bldg) 
 
Oct 10 - Youth Group, 5pm(@ FUMC) retreat deadline 
Oct. 13 - Jewish OT Study (Yth Rm), 6:30pm 
Oct 17 - Church Council Mtg (FH), 4pm 
Oct 19-20 - Directory Photos 2-8:30pm (Parlor) 
 Oct 20 - Jewish OT Study (Yth Rm), 6:30pm 
Oct. 21 - Blood Drive, 2:30-7pm (FH) 
Oct 24 - Youth Food packing 3:30pm (@FUMC) 
Oct 27 - Trunk R Treat 5:30-7pm 
Oct 29 - PHS Football Meal, 3:45pm 

Salem UMC Blood Drive 
 Thurs, October 21 2:30-7pm (FH) 

Consider giving the gift of life. Appointments 
are needed. Schedule online 

www.redcrossblood.org or call  
1-800-733-2767 
Masks are required 

Office Admin. Zachary Cagle is now a sworn  
Notary Public. If you need anything notarized he 
is available Tues-Fri  11am-5pm.  His fee is $5 

Save Date:  Nov. 7, 4pm  

(Sanctuary) 

Annual Charge Conference 

Meeting 


