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Only a spark 
  

 It started as an effort to brainstorm random outreach ideas by a leadership team that was feeling almost paralyzed 
by C-19 limitations.  It turned into a God-sized blessing.  At first, it was just a suggestion to provide a biscuit or sand-
wich to essential workers this summer.  It morphed into 510 hand written thank you notes by a dozen people for the staff 
of Foothills Correctional Institution with a voucher from Chick-Fil-a included.  When we blessed each of the cards dur-
ing a Sunday worship, we specifically prayed that these cards “might be more than just a nice note and a sandwich.”  The 
response and ripple has been overwhelming.  You’ll want to read the letter below and all the thank you’s received al-
ready from this ministry.  Some staff have even been waving and honking when they drive by.   
 A favorite hymn of mine says “it only takes a spark to get a fire going.” Praise God for using little to make much.  
If God can do this with a small thank you note, imagine what could be next!  I celebrate this joy in the hope that you too 
will yearn to dream about how God might possibly use us (you) next.  God, show us what’s next for “love in action.”   
       ~Pastor Norm 
 

Dear members of the Salem United Methodist Church congregation, 
 My name is Gary Kelly. I thought I would begin by telling you a little about myself. I began my career in corrections as an 
officer at Western Youth Institution in 2013.  Soon thereafter, I was transferred to Alexander Correctional Institution where I mainly 
worked on the side of a unit colloquially referred to as “the ghetto.”  It housed two wings of recent admission and one wing of more 
or less hard-core gang members. Within 18 months, I had moved from a position in custody to a position in programs. In 2016, I was 
hired by Foothills as a case manager on the unit which houses the only gang program in the state.  I have since been promoted to the 
position of intervention for the offenders participating in the gang program. I am also a staff instructor, with a growing list of spe-
cialties, including firearms, pepper spray, and TASER®. 
 

 Prior to moving to NC and working for the correctional system, I held a variety of jobs, such as a police officer, a state leg-
islator, and, believe it or not, a student pastor within the United Methodist Church during the time I attended Asbury Theological 
Seminary. But, most pertinent to this letter, I am currently a recipient of your card and accompanying gift.  
 

 The purpose of this letter is to thank you for your expression of Gratitude for us. As one who works behind locked gates and 
secured steel doors, dealing with a population that no one else wants to deal with, and has been subsequently banished from society, 
I often feel, as staff members, we are “out of sight, out of mind” of the general public.  Due to the isolated nature of our employment, 
it often seems like a thankless job for a public service position. But, your thoughtfulness serves as a wonderful reminder that we are 
not forgotten, and moreover, we are appreciated for the work we do for your safety. I truly appreciate it. Although you may not see 
this as a big deal, believe me, in our insulated line of work there are no small gestures of gratitude.  
 

 I particularly appreciate your prayers for us, not only for our safety, but for our demeanor and wisdom in dealing with of-
fenders as we help guide them on a path to rehabilitation. I want to assure you that, even in the midst of people incarcerated for hor-
rible crimes, God’s presence is still very much alive here. Not only have I heard many testi-
monies from offenders, but many staff members live out their lives expressing their faith in 
God, even while at work. I’m not sure about the current status, but I know around six 
months ago, one rotation of officers on the restrictive housing (aka segregation) unit would 
begin their shift with prayer. And during our volunteer banquet, a prayer is always offered 
before the meal, and while dining.  We are usually provided with live Christian music, per-
formed by staff members.  And, like several other employees, I have a Bible in my office. It 
is not an uncommon sight to see a Bible lying on a desk.  
 

 So, on behalf of our staff at Foothills, I say a heartfelt “thank you.” Your thought-
fulness has not only brightened my day, it has renewed my faith that there are people who 
really do care about those of us who are locked behind bars along with those serving felony 
sentences.  The card you sent will find a prominent place on my bulletin board as a daily 
reminder of your gratitude for my work with offenders and the prayer support you provide; 
the gift card, I cannot guarantee will last nearly as I’ve already planned its use.  
 

 Again, thank you for thinking of those of us working in the prison and for sharing 
the presence of God’s love in your lives with us. In what can be a stark and bleak environ-
ment, you are a true blessing. Thank you so much, for being that blessing. 
 

  In Christ’s Love for You,  Gary Kelly   
    Correctional Programs Supervisor, Security Threat Group Mgmt. Unit  



Blessing Box Installed 
SUMC’s food ministry is growing with the addition of a food blessing box in 

our parking lot.   
The premise is simple:  Take what you need OR leave something to share.  

  
As our blessing box becomes increasingly noticed, we need donations of non-
perishable food items to help keep our box stocked.  Please, no items that could melt and be aware of expiration dates.  
Feel free to stock the box yourself or drop off donations in the office.   
 

A huge thanks to Charles Autrey and McDowell High School CTE students for making the box.  Kevin Reinke, Tim Keller, and 
Charles helped with the installation.      

 
 
Dear Church friends, 
           Thank You so much for the beautiful card and gift card to Chick-fil-a! That is so kind of you all! May the Lord bless you richly!       
    Marlene Holcombe, Foothills Correctional Employee 
 

Thank you so much for your prayers, thoughtfulness and kindness. Your thoughtfulness is very much appreciated. 
    (signed by 12  FCI Admins.) 
 

Salem UMC Congregation 
 Muchas gracias!  Many thanks to a special group of people that would think of us, the prison staff @ Foothills Correctional 
during these trying times of Covid-19 and for being an essential worker. It was so nice & thoughtful of you for giving us a thank you 
card along with a chick-fil-a complimentary card for a chicken sandwich. I appreciate the nice gesture. Having been raised in the 
Salem Community, among so many good people; it doesn’t surprise me at all that a group from Salem would want to be so kind & 
thoughtful in doing something so special for the prison system that too is located in the Salem community. Thank you again for think-
ing of all of us. It was such a sweet surprise and very much appreciative.   
    Sincerely - Vickie Campbell FCI—Office Asst./ Maintenance dept. 
 

 On behalf of the staff at foothills Correctional Institution, I want to say thank you for the notes & gift cards your church sent. 
I appreciate the time, energy, and love you put into each handwritten card. So often, people forget about the staff and offenders inside 
our prisons. I also give thanks to God for the impact your work has had.  Bless you,  
    - Teresa Jarden, Warden 
 

 I just wanted to tell you thank you for the chick-fil-a gift cards you sent us.  We sure 
appreciate that.  God bless you today!      
    -Sgt. Hougk FCI.  
 

 Thank you so much for your kindness for my Chick-fil-A gift card. We appreciate 
what you do for Foothills Correctional Institution and especially including the Islamic Com-
munity. 
    -Chaplain Abdul Haneef 
 

 I’m a guard at the prison and just called to say how much I appreciated the card 
from Salem UMC.  We were told it took a bit to work out the logistics.  Things are very stressful here right now with trying to manage 
COVID.  We just don’t get this kind of thanks, and it meant the world to me and everyone else.  
    -Phone call received 
 

Dear Church congregation, 
 I am humbled and grateful for the wonderful surprise gift card to one of my favorite restaurants!  You have made our hearts 
smile just knowing that people are praying for us. Thank you for showing the love of Christ to our facility. 
    -Jane Benfield 
 

Kevin,  
 It was great to meet you & your wife today. We are very grateful for the appreciation & recognition extended to the staff of 
Foothills by this kind gesture from Salem UMC. Please convey our deepest appreciation. I have attached the photo we took when you 
delivered the cards. Thanks again & stay healthy!  
    -Ben Anderson, Assoc. Warden 
 

Dear Salem UMC family, 
 Thank you so very much for the kind expressions of love you shared with me after my Mom’s passing. The cards, money, me-
morials, and calls were so appreciated. Mom loved her church family with her whole heart. Thank you again, and I welcome your 
continued prayers.     -Lance Riddick 
 

Dear Salem UMC,  
 Thank you for your generous donation to Grant’s Fund.  We appreciate your giving spirit, and we are blessed by your gift as 
we provide for our needy students. We also enjoyed the delicious lunch you provided for us.  It was a real treat! 
    -Ginger Stinson & Staff of Salem Elementary 



 

 St. Matthews UMC invites us to help partner with a new affordable housing initiative they have launched 
called Open Hearts Place.  The mission of  OHP is to provide homes and purposeful opportunities for families to 
increase life goals, gain stability, and become more self-sufficient.  OHP's focus is to facilitate a stable environ-
ment where families can transform their lives permanently.  OHP will  
o  Provide intermediate housing for families until they are ready to move to their next best step 
o  Empower families to overcome current barriers that inhibit financial, emotional, and social stability 
o  Provide individual and family development coaching, as part of their structured action plan 
o  Encourage a nurturing support system through the development of supportive relationships 

 
They have a Boston butt Fundraiser Nov 7 to raise funds for this new ministry.  
Each Boston butt*: Serves from 8 to 10 people 
Comes either pulled ($45) or not pulled ($40), Comes packaged and ready to 
transport.  Order online at:  
https://www.openheartsplace.org/fund-raising.html   or call  828-430-0417 
Please contact them ASAP if you are interested in a cooked butt or making a 
donation.  Orders should be picked up Nov 7,  btwn. 4-6pm. 

Compline (Bedtime prayers) Invite  
 The sky is falling. The earth is on fire. People are dying. 
And in the midst of all of this, you are invited to gather in front of our 
laptops & tablets and pray.  Join us for an online twist to an ancient 
practice of bedtime prayer.  Compline (or “completion”) is the final 
church service in the Christian tradition at the end of the day.  We 
continue on, uttering words that are hundreds upon hundreds of 
years old, and others that are 3 minutes fresh. This brief service will 
be anything but polished.  So come as you are every night or any 
night.   
 In the midst of the sky falling, the world burning, and peo-
ple dying, we have the fool-hearted audacity to claim that maybe 
there is more- 
Maybe we are held in the arms of Endless Love. 
Maybe the best thing we can do is to let the day go and fall into 
ceaseless embrace. 
Maybe the offering of our weary selves blesses Jesus just like a 
woman's costly perfume and lustrous hair anointed him all those 
years ago.  
Maybe when old stories and ancient words intermingle with our lives 
today we find the belonging and kinship for which we are made. 
 I won't promise this will change your life or fix what ails, but 
maybe you'll find a crumb or two to feed you until the next stop on 
your journey.  

Visit the link below for Zoom Login Info: 
https://www.sumcm.org/get-involved/group-studies 

      Sanctuary Air Needs 

 Over the last 2 years our Trustees have assessed, and now 
recommend, the replacement of our existing air units in the Sanctuary 

Building.  (This includes the sanctuary unit and the basement and first 
floor classrooms).  The current units are over 30 years old.  While they 

are still operating, we were notified they are on their last months and 
will again require minor repairs this year.  Replacing the units now will 

enable us to address dehumidifcation issues in the basement and in-
clude air purification systems which clean the air and have been tested 

to reduce human coronavirus particles by 90%.  Not only should we 
experience energy savings with the Carrier 10 ton and 5 ton systems, it 

is a thoughtful investment for the health of all who attend.  The total 
estimated cost for both units installation is $23,685.   

 It would be difficult to place a value on your church because 
its worth to the community and so many of us goes beyond the tangi-

ble.  Limited funds are available in our Building Fund at this time.  How-

ever, we are inviting all our SUMC family to prayerfully consider 

making a gift or pledge beyond our ministry budget needs to meet 

this challenge.  Any amount helps to make this project possible and 

ensures continued sanctuary 
facility use for generations 
to come.  Thank you for your 

impact.   
 If you wish to know 

more regarding specifica-
tions or the quote, feel free 

to contact Bob Harbour at 
828-413-5654 . 

Nightly in November @ 9pm 



Updated Worship & Guidelines (10/29/20) 
 
 For the safety of all persons at a time when C-19 cases include 
some of our members and their families, we are pursuing a return to in-
door programs cautiously.  
 *On Oct 11 we began offering worship in the sanctuary at 10:35am 
 Both the indoor and outdoor service are approximately 30 minutes and 
will be offered Nov 8.  After Nov 8, we anticipate offering indoor wor-
ship only (assuming no new C-19 issues or restrictions arise).   
 Below is a list of guidelines to follow to help make things as 
smooth and safe as possible for anyone who may wish to participate in 

outdoor or indoor worship.  We continue to do our best to make you safe and welcome.  The service will also be rec-
orded and posted online by Sunday afternoon.  We recognize everyone will have different levels of comfort and that 
is okay.  Please choose what is best for your situation and know you are loved.     

 

Updated Worship Guidelines   
-If you feel sick OR experience any symptoms related to C-19, do not attend!!!   
 

-Outdoor worship 9:30am: 
-All vehicles should enter the parking lot from the Salem Rd exit   (this is the entrance closest to the parsonage) 

-fill unmarked spaces near the playground and work toward the entrance 
-back into a space so your vehicle faces forward  
-Tune radio to 87.9 for sound 
-spots for lawn chairs are marked 8ft apart near the covered pull-thru 

-Indoor worship 10:35am (65 person maximum): 
 -Enter only at the front of the sanctuary 
 -Masks must be worn inside (especially while singing) and are available if needed.   
 -Bulletins and hand sanitizer are available near the entrance 
 -Pews are marked every other pew with either an “E” or an “M”   
(E means you should sit on the ends of that pew, while an M indicates you sit in the middle).  
Families may sit together.    
 -Use the front entrance to exit and please step outside for conversations or greeting, rather than indoors. 
 

Other procedures: 
-All those coordinating service set-up will wear masks and gloves 
-(We will keep a contact list in the event there is a C-19 transmission concern) 
-Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services and we will spray to disinfect before and after the service. 
-No nursery offered and children should sit with their family 
-It may be hard, but please resist the urge to hug or shake hands and simply offer waves and smiles. 

(assume everyone wants to maintain 6ft distance unless they specifically give you permission otherwise). 
 

Thank you for your help and patience as we navigate new territory together! 

Giving & Offering Options 
 

THANK YOU so much for financially supporting God's work through your church! 
 

How can I give and support my church financially at this time? 
1- The church office remains open Tue and Fri 11am-6pm and you may drop off your gift. (433-6600) 
 

2- Checks can be mailed directly to the church address (1206 Salem Rd / Morganton 28655) 
 

*3- Online giving can be accessed on our website at www.sumcm.org 
Click the Donate tab in the top right header and it will take you directly to our donation page. 
 

*4- Text giving:  Text the word "give" to 828-330-8897.  You will receive a link to fill out your giving 
info and create an account.  If you make an error, you can cancel your text within 15 minutes.   

*(In order to give online or by text there is a 1% fee charged for each gift).   Example: $100 = $1 fee 

(Pew Diagram) 
 
EEE            EEE 
_______________________ 
     MMM_________ 
_______________________ 
EE              EE 
_______________________ 
______       MMM________ 

Worship Sundays Online:  www.sumcm.org/newsresources/sermons 

http://www.sumcm.org/
http://www.sumcm.org/newsresources/sermons


CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 
(ALL  regular monthly programs CANCELLED due to C-19 ) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru October 29, 2020 
 

Weekly budget need: $4,025.25 
Yearly Budget needed:  $209,300.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $173,085.75 
Total Received for Budget:    $143,798.82 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $143,966.07 
 
We are $167.25 behind on expenses for the year, 
and behind budget.      (Over $8,300 in actual costs 
were graciously waived this year) 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2020: 
Backpack Ministry:  $1,485.00 
Building Fund:    $4,970.00 
Cemetery:    $1,650.00 
PPP Loan:  $21,400.00 

     This year we are serving 9 fami-
lies, 25 children, through our Back-
pack Ministry.  
We currently need breakfast items 
(single serve packages of oatmeal, 
grits, breakfast bars, cereal, and pop 
tarts), and desserts (snack cakes, 

granola bars, pudding cups, fruit cups, and jello cups). 
We cannot send home glass jars during the school year. 
 Thank you for all your support. We also pro-
vided food boxes last month with Burkemont Baptist.   

Upper Room Devotionals (Nov/Dec):  
Are available for pick-up in the church office.  If 
you would like one mailed to you, please call 
the church office.  You may also download a pdf 
free at www.upperroom.org/covid-19 

2 Vicki Reinke 
4 Sarah Horton, Madison Cole 
7 Ashley G. Benfield 
8 Janice Sorrells 
9 Billie Ross 
12 Helen McGee 
13         Kay Duckworth  
20 Rebecca Dale 
21 Joyanne Benfield 
23 Carrie Williams 
24  Troy Patton, Jane Stroup 
26 Lance Riddick, Chris Garrison, 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 
  1 Chris & Melissa Causby 
25 Wes & Sue Bunch 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Requests: Gary Whitener, Keith Ollis, Mary Carswell, Gordon 

Ronk, Terry Campbell, JoAnn Patton,  Dylan Carswell, Lynda 

Woody, Ann Paschal, Lance Riddick, Brenda Autrey, Shirley 

Causby, Margaret Shell, Gray Carswell 

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, James Carswell,       

                         Fred Duckworth,   

Nursing Home Residents:                                                                        

- The Brian Center, Spruce Pine – Helen McGee                                        

 - Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison                                                                                                                   

- The Berkeley – Jean Jarrell 

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (October) 

 
of Avis Williams, Larry Foxx   by Bruce & Kay Pollard 
of Avis Williams    by Jerry & Clarice Shuping 
     by Jerry  & Laqueta Carroll 
     by Lisa Propst, Mary Ann Propst, & Cary Clark 
     by Sexton & Edith Dale 
of Avis Williams, Ruthie Riddick  by Margaret Carswell 
of Mildred Mull, Ruthie Riddick                by Sexton & Edith Dale 
 

of Ruthie Riddick                  by Fred & Kathryn Duckworth  
       by  Norm & Kathryn Jones 
      by Alan & JoAnn Byrd 
     by Troy & Joann Patton 
     by Doris H. Garrison 
     by Sally Powell  SS Class 
 

of Larry Foxx                   by Ken, Phyllis, & Kim Weeks 
     by Larry Cox 
     by Susie Deal 
     by Sherry Johnson 
     by Shirley Chapman 
     by Norm  & Kathryn Jones 
 

of Clarice Shuping    by Edith Dale 

(Yearly) 

Church Charge Conference  
November 8, 4pm in FH 

(masks and distancing practiced) 



     Church Council Meeting Summary  
10-18-2020 (Online)    

 
Devotion by Pastor Norm “Whose words matter in your life?” – Parable of downspouts 
 

Ministry updates: 
-Pantry box has been installed and is being used often. 
-Foothills Correctional Institute cards were delivered.  Cards were written by congregation 
and gift cards were included for all staff. Cards will be distributed today and tomorrow. 

-Trunk or Treat – offered for the kids in the community on 10/28. Drive thru trunks and meals given as well.  Candy still 
needed.   
-Food Pantry with Manna will need a team of volunteers to dialogue more with St. Mark UMC to see if there is an interest in 
doing this project. Omar is checking on produce pickup availability. 
 
C-19 Update: 
-Moving worship back inside slowly and safely.  We will continue having both outdoor and indoor service thru Nov 8, along 
with posting online.  Guidelines are online and in newsletter. Will check with Sunday School leaders again regarding com-
fort for returning.  Prayer Shawl group is meeting again.  Continue to monitor cases and make decisions accordingly. 
 

Trustees: 
HVAC systems need to be replaced in Sanctuary Bldg and add air purifier that cleans air and minimizes virus spread.  Mil-
dew/moisture issue in basement.  Choir robes have been removed and cleaned.  Will need physical cleaning of basement 
(walls, material, and furniture). Quotes for $1350 and $550 provide to have all this cleaned.  Carpet should be removed too.   
Quote for HVAC system is $24,000.  Timeline for this work would be 2-3 weeks with availability.  Todd will get another 
vendor to check the estimate and offer input. Still a leak in a classroom of the education building during storms but no one 
can determine the cause.   
 

Other: 
Charge conference is scheduled 4pm November 8 in the FH.  Paperwork needs to be submitted soon to Zach in office. 
2021 Budget was submitted to Church Council for vote.  Questions/comments: Conference gave all churches a pass for 3 
months on Pension and Health Insurance for 2020, we continue to pay apportionments, SPRC recommends no salary chang-
es and re-evaluate in 6 months.  Motion to accept budget Bob Harbour and Jodi Brown 2nd.  Budget approved. 
 

Closed with prayer. 

 Despite tropical storm rain and C-19, we had an encouraging event.  Special thanks to Tim, Holly, & Brady Keller, Elsa & 
Omar Najera, Charles & Lara Autrey, Johnnie, Kristy, & Emma McLaughlin, Joyce Gibson, Kathryn, Isabel, Naaman, & Sophia, Bill 
Voigt & all  who donated candy.  We shared a meal and candy with about 180 
folks that night.  The storm knocked out power Oct 29-30 so we had to find a quick 
way to get rid of leftovers and distributed another 160 meals at the traffic light 

Thursday.    


