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Notes from Norm 
 

 Last Sunday, I found myself in worship at the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum of all places.  The journey is both a 
historical and spiritual one.  After stepping on the cobblestones 
from a Polish ghetto, walking through a darkened rail car that once 
crammed hundreds to camps, and passing into a room of over 4,000 
pairs of shoes, remnants of lives piled one on top of the other on 
either side of you, I was already an emotional wreck.   
              When I left the exhibit, I entered the Hall of Remembrance 
where my eyes were immediately drawn to the eternal flame.  Be-
neath the flame lies a collection of earth from death camps, ghettos, 
mass execution sites, and cemeteries of American soldiers in Nazi-

occupied Europe.  As I read, the words of Deuteronomy 4:9 engraved on the marble wall above, I began to weep.  “Only 
guard yourself, and guard your soul carefully, lest you forget the things your eyes saw, and lest these things depart your 
heart all the days of your life.  And you shall make them known to your children & your children’s children.”   
 I moved to the side, and took a knee as prayers flooded up in my spirit.  Before, it had been the shoes that had 
moved me.  You can still smell the faint rubber in that room.  Today, it was the scripture.  If you turn your gaze you’ll find 
numerous OT quotes memorialized on the walls like “What have you done? Thy brothers blood calls out to me from the 
ground.”  (Gen 4:10) or “You are my witnesses” (Isa 43:10).  The context of each is quite different in the Torah.  But read 
aloud in the stark silence of the hall’s flame, they came alive in a way they had not before.   
 Perhaps in some small way this what it was like for the Hebrews in Nehemiah 8 when Ezra stands in the square, 
unfurls the scroll, and reads aloud the Lord’s scripture for the first time since the destruction of the temple and exile.  Three 
times they are told not to weep, but have joy, for this is a holy day to the Lord.  But all the people wept when they heard 
the words of Instruction.  The words came alive in that place and moment in a way they never had before.  It was like a 
wind of resurrection blowing through that square.   
 To hear scripture is a powerful and overwhelming thing.  It can transcend and engulf your heart if we allow it the 
space to speak.  I have been amazed and reminded of this on multiple occasions as we read through the Bible together this 
year.  If you haven’t yet started the daily readings, or even if you’ve fallen behind, now is a beautiful time to start as we 
begin the book of Psalms on May 4.  If you will, let down your guard and allow the songs and prayers of Psalms to envelop 
you this month.  May the Spirit’s wind blow deeply into your soul and may you be overwhelmed by the God who comes to 
dwell among us. 
 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Homecoming Sunday 

             *May 29* - 10:35am Worship 

Covered Dish Lunch - after worship (approx. 11:45am) 
  

 This year Memorial Day falls on a 5th Sunday and so will Homecoming. We are thrilled 
to welcome Rev. Jason Koon, to lead us in worship on MAY 29.   Jason is the son of Larry and 
Janet Koon and we consider him one of our own.  You may recognize him from his “Uplifted in 
Faith” column or as a staff writer for the News Herald.   
 Invite someone to join you and bring a covered dish to share for lunch and celebrate 
together around the table after worship.  (It’s been 3 years since we did this!) 



Bible Year Aids & Tips  
   

1) There is space in your devo book each day, use it.  Jot your notes, questions, or ideas down OR consider using a journal. 
2) Multiple weekly discussion groups are offered to give everyone opportunities to connect and grow in their reading.  
Come when you can, or attend different days.  Weekly discussion enhances your experience and encourages one another. 
 Sundays:  9:30am Sunday School classes  Wednesday:   6:30pm, Small group in Yth Room 
3) Luther Seminary offers a great free resource online for anyone who wants to go deeper called Enter the Bible.  It breaks 
  down each book of Scripture to give you an in-depth overview of its background and context, its author and  
 setting, the issues and themes in it.  Create a free account at https://enterthebible.org/free-account-registration/ 
4) You can listen to free weekly podcast recordings and reflection of the readings by scholars and pastors from around the  
 country.  Scroll down the page to access 60 total podcasts OR subscribe to the podcast with your app/phone.  
 https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/ 
5) We have created an SUMC group Bible Year page to join on Facebook where you can ask questions or post insights.  
 Each month, one of our Church Council leaders will post weekly comments about something from the readings. 
 SUMC Bible Year | Facebook   

SUMMER CAMP  SCHOLARSHIPS! 
 

 Summer camp scholarships are available for kids ages 7-14 to 
attend a week of camp at Tekoa Foothills or Camp Tekoa.  Any of our 
elementary kids or middle school youth may attend camp for only $150.  
(Normal camp weeks cost $350-$400).   However, thanks to additional 
funds from SUMC, your only cost is $75 for an entire week of camp 
(lodging, food, and activities)!!! 
 

  **Salem UMC will pay an additional $75 for all who contact our church office to register.  Register ASAP.  
To view camp weeks and offerings visit www.tekoafoothills.org. (828)-433-6600  salemumchurch@ymail.com 

        Easter scenes @ SUMC: 
 

-Kids process on Palm Sunday 
-Todd & Rebecca Shuping host commu-
 nity Egg Hunt 
-Methodist Men baskets blessed for Salem 
 Elementary staff 
-Easter benediction from the front steps 

https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Btc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VXkcNb7xsxw5W5C_wsV7MpxV_W2L--MX4yXGrVN8_nRFX3hpPkV1-WJV7CgKLJW8-WMTz9gCsfnW5ZjB6c87r78bW491rl94rYDZTW293P862Mn3m5N1X1GWKbH-G1W1MzY1j6d3xJlVdGJDd5rQH7XN3dPs29tLlrcW4943VM4YccQSN4NRgNb57_DhW2n34sj6PWmv8VDmT3m9
https://hydeparkumc.org/adult-groups/the-bible-project-2020/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/345549906962902
http://www.tekoafoothills.org


 

NEW  C-19  Guidelines! 
 

THANK  YOU!   
It has been a challenging two years and throughout that time 
SUMC has consistently stepped up to care (from special outreach 
opportunities, financial giving, remote gestures of nurture, and ob-
serving safety guidelines).   
 

Federal and state Covid guidelines have all been modified and lo-
cal spread seems to be minimal.  While we have relaxed our guide-
lines, please remember children under 5 still have no vaccine ac-
cess and that C-19 is not a hoax.  There are multiple variants and 
people are affected differently.  We encourage you to make in-
formed health choices for your situation & always be mindful that 
our personal decisions do impact others.  SUMC will continue to 
be a church to embrace others through love in action.  Everyone 
will have different levels of comfort when it comes to interactions 
and connecting with each other again, and we will choose to re-
spect that.  Thank you again for navigating this together in love! 
 
Reminders: 
-Masks are optional for any SUMC activities/programs.   
-Pastor visitation is again possible but please alert Norm if you 
would prefer not to receive a home or hospital visit. 
 

We will continue to observe the following measures:   
-If you feel sick OR experience any C-19 symptoms, please don’t attend.   
-Offering collection has worked remarkably well and we will continue to 
ask you to place your offering at the altar before/during/after worship 
-Air Purification systems are used in all buildings.  
-Our building is cleaned weekly by Mobile Services.    
-Nursery remains open for family use, but not staffed.  

50  Days  of  Food  Challenge 

Apr 17 - June 5  
In the Church calendar, the celebration of Easter is a 50 day season of feasting.  A grand 
celebration of the Great Feast we will one day experience with God.  And yet, we recog-
nize there are many who experience hunger in our community.  20% of Burke residents 

experience food insecurity.   

During Easter Season our Methodist Men have challenged us to collect food 
items for 50 days to restock the shelves at Burke United Christian Ministry.   
Drop your donations off outside the church office or the bin in sanctuary.   

(Consider donating more than just your leftovers and be sure items aren’t expired) 

 

SPRC  Pastor   Appointment News 

       Tim Keller shared this news during worship.  But, if you missed it, this summer marks the begin-

ning of our 7th year together in ministry.  So much has happened in that time.  I’m honored to serve 
a congregation of “love in action” and Kathryn and I are grateful for the ways you continue to ex-
press that to our family.  We are hopeful as we continue to creatively emerge from this pandemic 
and live into a new normal.  Below is the official Staff Parish announcement:  

We are pleased to share with you the Bishop & Cabinet of the WNCC of the UMC have notified us 
that Pastor Norm will be appointed to Salem UMC for a seventh year beginning July 1. They believe 
this to be a favorable match in reviewing appointments to match the missional needs and gifts of 
each community.  We look forward to sharing together in ministry for another year!  



 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 

Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru April 29, 2022 
 

Weekly budget need: $3,936.85 
Yearly Budget needed:  $204,716.00 
Budgeted need to date:  $66,926.45  
Total Received for Budget:    $69,070.86 
Ministry Expenses to Date:   $63,328.71 
 
 

We are $2,144 ahead budget for the year.       
We are $5,742 ahead expenses for the year.       
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date for 2022: 
Backpack Ministry:  $345.00 
Building Fund:    $774.00 
(We have successfully paid off new playground!  Thank 
you. Donations are still appreciated to cover expense of 

grading and drainage work needed) 

1 Cary Clark 
4 Kaitlin Autrey, Elizabeth Burnette 
7 Courtney Calisti, Avalon Smith 
8 Gracie Call 
10 Tim Keller 
11 Lonna Wilson 
13 Mickie Henry 
15 Hannah McCurry 
17 Eric Woody, Tori Cole 
18 Emily Williams 
22 Lisa Propst, Joe Woody 
27 Barbara Lowe, Seth Gardner 
28 Ethan Pons 
30 Jacob Call 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
10 Marcia & Jerry McCall 
14 Kevin & Vicki Reinke 
20 Jack & Rita Russ 
20  Jerry & Laqueta Carroll 
24 Randy & Janet Davis 
30 Garland & Billie Ross 

*Now that facility use has increased again, our trustees re-
spectfully ask folk to please be intentional turning off lights 

and locking doors when leaving.   

Monthly Greeters   

 

1st Sunday-     Jack Bridges  
2nd Sunday-    Charles Autrey 
3rd Sunday-     Holly Keller  
4th Sunday-     Kevin Reinke 
5th Sunday-     Jodi Brown  
Alternate-       Bruce Pollard 

Gifts given in Memory  or  in Honor (February and March) 
 

Jimmy & Marie Causby   by Martin & Beth Whitaker  
Jerry Dale                                by  Bruce & Kay Pollard           
      by L. P. & Patsy Dale 
     by Jerry & Laquetta Carroll 
     by Alan & Joann Byrd 
          by Jerry & Clarice Shuping 
John Stroup    by Bruce & Kay Pollard 
     by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, Cary Clark 
     Lynn & Elizabeth Burnette 
Mary Carswell & Margaret Carswell  by Fred & Amy Causby 
Robert & Louise Garrison, Charles Garrison, Dean Garrison       by Leota Garrison 

Our weekly Salem Elementary Backpack ministry 
continues with 8 families and is in need of  Ramen 
noodles, snack items (cakes, granola, fruit, Jell-O 
& pudding cups) canned vegetables.  We have been 
so blessed by everyone’s donations of food and 
money. Thank you! 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
Prayer Requests & Concerns: Mary Carswell, Gerald, Kay & 

Mozelle Duckworth, Steve & Jane Stroup, Fred Causby, Kevin 

Patton, Shirley Causby, Laqueta Carroll, Joan Borden, Kay 

Pollard, Garland Ross, Larry Koon, Joann Patton, Margaret 

Shell, Ukraine/Russia,  

Home Bound:  Millie Avery, Leota Garrison, Fred Duckworth 

Nursing Home: Hope Ridge Family Care – Doris Garrison  

Attention  ALL Men! 

You’re Invited! 

Sun. May  22, 8:15am  
 
ALL men are invited to our men’s breakfast!   
This is an opportunity for men of all ages to come 
together for a time of devotion, fellowship & food!    

Beginning Sunday May 8, a ‘Wellness Station’ will 
be offered to have your blood pressure, oxygen, pulse 
and other vitals checked.  The station will be set up in 

the fellowship hall from 8:45 - 9:15am on the first 
and last Sunday of each month.  

Thank you to Joyanne Benfield and Margaret Shell who are 
making this service possible to our congregation.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Job 22-31:40 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

Job 32-37:24 

6pm G. Scouts (FH) 

3 

Job 38-42:17 

4 

Psalms 1-4:8 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

 

5 

Psalms 5-8:9 

7pm UMW Mtg (FH) 

6 

Psalms 9-12:8 
7 

Psalms 13-16 

FH reserved  

8 

Psalms 17-20:9 

8:45 Wellness Sta-

tion (FH) 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
 

9 

Psalms 21-24:10 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

 

10 

Psalms 25-28 

   

11 

Psalms 29-32 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

12 

Psalms 33-36 
13 

Psalms 37-41 
14 

Psalms 42-45 

15 

Psalms 46-49 

Palm Sunday 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am  Worship 
4pm-Church Coun-
cil  (FH) 
 
 

16 

Psalms 50-53 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

6pm G. Scouts (FH) 

17 

Psalms 54-56 

   

18 

Psalms 57-59 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

 
 

19 

Psalms 60-63 
20 

Psalms 64-68 
21 

Psalms 69-72 

22 

Psalms 73-75 

8:15am Men’s 

breakfast  (FH) 

9:30 Sunday School  
10:35am  Worship 
 

23 

Psalms 76-78 

 

 

 

24 

Psalms 79-84 

  

25 

Psalms 85-89 

6:30pm BY group  

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

26 

Psalms 90-95 
27 

Psalms 96-101 
28 

Psalms 102-104 

29 

HOMECOMING! 

Psalms 105-107 

8:45 Wellness  (FH) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:35am Worship 
w/ Rev. Jason Koon 

11:45am Covered 

dish lunch 

30 

Psalms 108-112 

10am Prayer 

Shawl (Ed Bldg) 

6pm G. Scouts (FH) 

31 

Psalms 113-118 

   

June 1 

Psalms 119:1-88 

6:30pm BY group 

(Yth Rm) 

7pm Choir (Sanct 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

BY = Bible year 



 

Postponing General Conference may be a good thing 
(UM News article from Rev. Dr. Lovett Weems Jr., former director of Wesley Theological Seminary) 

 
 Many appear to see the postponement of the General Conference to 2024 as a bad thing. It may be, but chances 
are just as great that it will be a good thing. Time seems to help when we seek to discern God’s will on difficult issues. 
 John Wesley’s last sermon, preached one week before his death, was from Isaiah 55:6, “Seek ye the Lord while 
he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near”.  You recognize this passage from a portion of Isaiah critically influen-
tial for New Testament Christians struggling to understand the unfolding meaning of the coming of Christ for their lives.  
 Our human need for control often resists the need to call upon the Lord and wait for the veil of uncertainty to lift. 
Our need for certainty invariably outruns our waiting in prayerful discernment. Are decisions now, when we see in a mirror 
dimly, better than waiting? Let's look back at other pivotal moments in Methodist history to see. 
 For example, what if the 1844 Methodist Episcopal General Conference, in which Methodism split north and 
south, had been postponed?  Does anyone think that after the United States divided over slavery, over 600,000 died in a 
war about slavery, and slavery was outlawed that the church would have divided for the formation of a more slavery-
accommodating denomination?  Or, what if the 1939 Uniting Conference that approved a racially segregated church 
structure had been postponed to 1969? Does anyone think that in 1969 Methodism would have established a segregated 
jurisdiction for African Americans?  
 Some talk about the anguish and uncertainty of delays. It depends on your perspective. What about the anguish 
in 1939 of the 47 African American General Conference delegates who all voted against the exclusionary plan or ab-
stained?  When the conference rose to sing in celebration, “We Are Marching to Zion,” those 47 delegates remained seat-
ed. Some wept, including one of the most admired Methodists of her time, Mary McLeod Bethune.  
 People on differing sides seem to consider this time of delay as a time of such uncertainty that it immobilizes en-
ergy for mission. Some disaffiliating churches said the debate had become a distraction from their mission. Really? 
Churches are likely to be distracted from their mission when their leaders are. Most churches put their mission far ahead 
of issue debates.  
 After the turmoil of the 2019 General Conference spread rapidly, some bishops immediately scheduled meetings 
to hear concerns. At one event, a bishop asked the laity and clergy gathered what had happened in their churches in the 
two weeks since the General Conference. After some silence, people told many stories of their continuing ministries but 
not even one had let the recent actions of General Conference delegates keep them from their mission tasks.  Ministry 
goes on. And pandemics, authoritarian regimes and atrocities of war have a way of putting into perspective our denomina-
tional struggles.  
 Yes, in these present moments I think time is helping many United Methodists put things in a broader view. Even 
some whose views align with those calling for division recognize the difference between what they are hearing and the 
grace-filled, loving and open Methodism they cherish.  
 It’s not that the contentious issues of today are not important. They matter but are not the heart of what Jesus 
taught. John Wesley always feared that secondary things would overshadow Wesley’s abiding passion that all come to 
know the love of God revealed in Christ. I pray that we attune ourselves now to the grace we know in Jesus Christ and to 
Wesley's passion for spreading that good news to all. 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

SUMMARY notes from Norm 
On March 20 & April 10, Pastor Norm offered an overview and update on our United Methodist denomination given the 
ongoing rhetoric of a denominational split.  It is very difficult to recap or articulate all of this in a newsletter summary. The 
best way to know what was covered is if you review each of the following 3 links/videos:  
44 | John Wesley -- Chuck Knows Church - YouTube  
 Microsoft PowerPoint - Healthy Conversations Toward the Way Forward PPT (revised 2) (wnccumc.org)  
Living in Connection in a Season of Waiting - YouTube  
 
To summarize it in a few brief sentences would be this statement from our April newsletter:  
With plans not working out the way some had hoped for GC, there will be increased confusion, anxiety, and pressure to 
act.  While it is frustrating, there is nothing that has changed in the UM denomination. Our current UM polity in the Book of 
Discipline agrees with the traditional theology on human sexuality.  Everything is still on pause, so there is no internal 
change causing churches to exit out of the denomination ahead of the 2024 General Conference. 

 
June 5 (3-4:30pm), @ FUMC Morganton - The Continuing United Methodist Church 

  While no one knows exactly what the future holds, our District Superintendent (David Christy) and 
Conference Secretary (Kim Ingram) will be leading a discussion on the future of the United Methodist 

Church in WNC. This will be a chance to hear from conference leaders what our shared future can 
look like and to ask questions you may have. Our focus will be on the United Methodist Church, and 
not on any groups or other denominations that wish to separate from the United Methodist Church. 

We will discuss what the future of United Methodism will look like in our Annual Conference.  The for-
mat will be approximately 45 minutes of presentation followed by 45 minutes for questions.  It will be 

repeated in Hickory @ St Luke UMC on June 12 for those unable to attend in Morganton.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmlzwYTg_J0
https://www.wnccumc.org/files/websites/www/PDF+of+Healthy+Conversations+Toward+the+Way+Forward+PowerPoint.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNDyNrwA90Y

