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 NOTES  FROM  NORM 
 

If there’s one thing you’ll find plenty of at the beach, it’s sand.  There’s so much of it that scripture 
tells us God once told Abraham “I will bless you and give you such a large family, that someday your de-
scendants will be more numerous than grains of sand along the seashore.”  What do you do with so much 
sand?  You play with it.   

And it’s not just kids.  Even adults can’t resist.  We specifically noticed two men who brought real 
shovels and were hard at work all morning digging and carving out massive creations in the sand.  One 
turned out to be a shark and the other was an elephant.  The kids loved them and it became our routine 
each day when we arrived at the shore to go and check on those impressive sand sculptures.  How long 
would they last?  Would they still be there tomorrow?   

Sure enough, the next day they were still there.  But, this time a slice of the elephant’s trunk had 
been carried away by the tide.  The next day we took stock of them only to find even more of the trunk 
gone.  Only a sliver was left.  The third day, little changed.  It was still there.  But that evening, after a 
stroll on the beach, I was saddened to report that the elephant and shark had finally met there match.  On-
ly, it wasn’t the tide.  What remained of them had been riddled with large footprints.  Tides come and go 
and make their strength known.  Kids play and knock over their creations all the time.  But this was differ-
ent.  This was sabotage.  An adult(s) had deliberately walked all over the art we had enjoyed for days.  
Now, it was ruined.   

In one of his most famous poems Robert Frost writes, “some say the world will end in fire, some 
say in ice.”  In the end, I don’t think either will do.  Neither fire nor ice will be our downfall.  It’s us.  We 
are our own worst enemy.  We’re the ones who self-sabotage.  Even Abram & Sarai did their best to botch 
the promise.  I’m glad God’s the one in control, not me.  And I’m thankful there’s still plenty of sand to 
build something new.   

      
     Resurrection joy, 
     Norm 

Homecoming Sunday 
 

 *May 19* - 10:30am Worship 

Covered Dish Lunch - after worship (approx. 11:45am) 
 
Please note that Homecoming is not the 4th Sunday of May this year.  In an effort 
to secure our District Superintendent as Homecoming preacher, our church leader-
ship offered to be flexible about this year’s date.   
 We are thrilled to welcome our DS, Rev. Angela Pleasants, to lead us in 
worship on MAY 19.   Those who have heard Angela before know we are in for a 
real treat.  Invite your someone to join you  and bring a covered dish to share for 
lunch and celebrate together around the table after worship.   



 Weekly/Monthly  Happenings at Salem 

UMW meet first Thursdays of 
each month.   
May 2 at 7 pm  
 
Cora Ora in the home of Barbara Harbour 
Sadie Rosemary at church  FH 
Mary Alice in the home of Holly Keller  

Lois Velna– Meets 3rd Tuesdays in the FH at 10 am  

 

    Deeper  Water Bible Study    
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth 
room.   All are welcome! 

Burke United Christian Ministries  

Join us 1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as we serve 

dinner at BUCM.   1st Sundays of each month we encour-
age you to bring food for their pantry. (305 West Union St.)  

www.bucm.net 

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace.  
The group meets Monday from 10 - 11:30am  All are welcome.  

If you know who needs a shawl contact  Barbara Harbour or Margaret Carswell 

Christ Bread 
Christ Bread’s annual hotdog picnic will be held in the 
fellowship hall May 28th at 11 am. Enjoy hotdogs and all 
the trimmings, and desserts of course. This is our last 
gathering until September. Come enjoy Christian fellow-
ship.   

 Our  Financial  Stewardship: 
 

Thru April 30 2019 
 

Budgeted Need:  $72,460.29 
Total Received for Budget:  $65,429.52 
Ministry Expenses to Date: $64,950.34 
 

Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date: 
Backpack Ministry: $230.00 
Building Fund: $25.00 
Cemetery:  $2,155.00 
Youth Fund: $500.00 

 
 

Thank you so much for your support and purchasing an ad in 
this year’s Patton High School Yearbook! 
    -PHS  Yearbook Staff 
 
Thank yall so much for all your generous gifts to welcome us.  
We are doing well and I think have everything unpacked.  That is 
really kind of the people at SUMC to do this for our family.  The 
towels and tupperware are so nice! 
    -Chrisco family Habitat owners 
 
Dear UMW ladies, Thank you for the recent gift in my mother’s 
memory.  She has been gone nine months and I miss her every-
day—her voice, that laugh, her love.  Thank you for her your 
friendships and thank you for remembering her. 
    -Becky Smykowski 

Gifts given in Honor or Memory (April) 
 
In memory of Tony Causby given by  Bruce & Kay Pollard 
 given by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, Cary Clark 
 given by Sexton & Edith Dale 
 given by  Joyce Keller 
 given by Brenda Dellinger 
In memory of Charles Garrison given by Doris Ingram 
 given by Leota Garrison 
 given by  Ronald & Rebecca Scoggin 
In memory of Elsie Roper given by Martin & Beth Whitaker 
 given by John 7 Mary Anderson 
 given by Alan & Joann Byrd 
 given by  Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, Cary Clark 
 given by Bruce & Kay Pollard 
 given by L. P. Dale & Family 
 given by Margaret Carswell 
 given by Marilyn Davis 
 given by Leota Garrison 
 given by Jerry & Marcia McCall 
 given by Robert & Jackie Pruett 
 given by Jerry & Clarice Shuping 
 given by Clyde & Carol Kistler 
 given by Joe & Lynda Woody 
 given by Doris Ingram 
 given by Norm & Kathryn Jones 
In memory of Sarah Garrison given by Joseph & Linda Turner 
 given by Norm & Kathryn Jones 

Salem Elementary  
needs volunteers  

to help proctor End of Grade 
tests 

 May 24, 29, 30th  8am-12pm 
Please contact  

Guidance Counselor Barbara 
Jamison at 437-5901 if interested in serving. 

Salem UMC Blood Drive 
 Friday June 14,  

2:30-7 pm 
 

Consider giving the gift of life.  
To make an appointment call 1-800-733-2767 or 

go to Redcrossblood.org 
 

http://www.bucm.net


SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS! 
 

 Summer camp scholarships are available for kids ages 7-14 to attend a week of camp at Tekoa Foothills 
or Camp Tekoa.  Thanks to a trust established by the trustees of Camp McCall, any of our elementary kids or 
middle school youth may attend camp for only $150.  (Normal camp weeks 
cost between $540-$695).   
 
 In addition, Salem UMC will pay an additional $75 for the first 4 
kids who contact our church office to register.  To view camp weeks and 
offerings visit www.tekoafoothills.org .  Register ASAP. (828)-433-6600 

HOST  FAMILIES  NEEDED! 
 

 We’ve seen first-hand the blessing of hosting an exchange 
student.  In August, teens from Europe, Asia, and Latin America 
will once again be arriving in the U.S. to enroll in local high 
schools for a language and cultural immersion 
experience.  Volunteer families are wanted to pro-
vide a caring environment for them to learn about 
American life.  Students speak English, are cov-
ered by medical insurance, and have adequate 
spending money for personal expenses.  To learn 
more about how you can help facilitate cultural 
awareness, please call Jennifer Bolt at 704-490-
8517 or visit www.sharenortheast.org.   

Beginning  MAY  5th! 
 

All  New  Sunday  Schedule 

 

Church School :  9:30am 

 

Worship:  10:30am 

In appreciation of your love and guidance for the 
past 18 years,  

 

You are cordially invited  
to a Graduation reception honoring, 

 

Catherine and Carrigan Causby,  
 

Saturday May 18,  2-4pm 
In the fellowship Hall. 

Gifts are not necessary. 

 
Come enjoy a time of fellowship 
and reflection as they move on 

to their next chapter.  

 SPRC  Pastor  
Appointment News 

 

 We are pleased to 
share with you the Bishop & 
Cabinet of the WNCC of the 

UMC have notified us that Pastor Norm will be appointed 
to Salem UMC for a fourth year beginning July 1.   
 
 They believe this to be a favorable match in re-
viewing appointments to match the missional needs and 
gifts of each community.  We look forward to sharing to-
gether in ministry for another year!   

Family / Kids Movie Night 
 
 

May 24, 6 pm 
 

In the Fellowship Hall 
(Dinner, popcorn & 

movie) 

http://www.tekoafoothills.org
http://www.sharenortheast.org


 

Dear Lord, hear our prayers…. 
 

Servant Leaders for MAY 

Acolytes:     Usher Captains: 
 
5– Ronin Smith   5 -  Jack Bridges  
12– Isabel Jones  12-  
19– Brady Keller  19- Bruce Pollard 
26– Connor Wellman  26 - Tim Keller 
   

Reader for 11 am 
5 –  Charles Autry 
12 -  Gordon Ronk 
19 -  Kevin Reinke 
26 -  Jodi Brown 
 

Nursery 
5-   11 am–  Jerry McCall & Marcia McCall 
12- 11 am–  Keven Reinke &  Vicki Reinke  
19- 11 am  -  
26- 11 am–  Joyce Gibson & Kathryn Jones  

 
 
Prayers & Concerns: Tom Carlson,  Gary Whitener, Mark McGhinnis,  
Keith Ollis,  Sandra Durain, Todd Huss, Lisa Propst, Ruthie Riddick, 
Roy Moseley, Kevin Patton, Doris Garrison, Toni Smith,  
Graylin Reece,  
  
Homebound:  Millie Avery, Mildred Mull,  Mary Wilson,  Jean Jarrell, 
Leota Garrison, James Carswell, Fred Duckworth 
  
                             Nursing Home Residents:   
 ~Grace Heights–  Mable Hoke 
 ~College Pines– Avis Williams 
                                   ~The  Brian Center of Spruce Pine– Helen McGee 
 ~Hope Ridge Family Care– Nell Causby 
 ~Autumn Care - Janette Dale 

1 Cary Clark 
2 Jason Dale 
4 Kaitlin Autrey 
7 Courtney Gross Hampton, Avalon Smith 
8 Gracie Call 
10 Nell Causby, Tim Keller 
11 Lonna Wilson,  
12 Maddox Huffman 
13 Mickie Henry 
15 Hannah McCurry, Betty Jean Kincaid 
17 Eric Woody, Tori Cole 
18 Emily Williams 
22 Lisa Propst, Joe Woody,  
26 Nona Ann Faris, Dillon Hart 
27 Barbara Lowe 
28 Ethan Pons 
30 Jacob Call 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
10 Marcia & Jerry McCall 
20 Jack & Rita Russ 
20  Jerry & Laqueta Carroll 
24 Randy & Janet Davis 
30 Garland & Billie Ross 

CHURCH STAFF 
Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor  (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu) 

Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music  (robinsonva62@gmail.com) 
Sue Bunch, Pianist  (s_bunch@att.net) 

Zachary Cagle, Office Admin.  (salemumchurch@ymail.com) 
Office Hours:  Tu & Fri (11am-6pm) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Spring Personal Enrichment Classes 

 
 
-Scenic Trail Running- learn basics like navigating 
hazards and navigation skill.  Cost $66   Dates: May 
18, 25, June 8, 15    (9am-12pm)   Register by 5/13/19 
 

-Crime Scene Investigation– Solve a mystery and learn 
about crime scene analysis  Register by 5/7/19 
Cost: $71  Dates: May 16, 23, 30, June 6  (6-8pm) 
 
 

 

Register: www.wpcc.edu/personal-enrichment/ 
acanterbury@wpcc.edu  or 828-448-6715 

Are you looking for new ways to 

share God’s love in our community?  
 

 

The Outreach and Witness 
Team are looking for new 
ideas and opportunities to 
show God’s love to others.  

God wants to use you make a 
difference.    

 

Join us  May 14,  @  

7pm  in the Parlor 

Join us for Graduate Recognition   
Sunday, May 26 

 
(Please contact church office with names of any 

additional graduates to recognize ASAP). 



Update on General Conference from Judicial Council Rulings 
 
 In a decision released April 26, the Judicial Council ruled seven of the 14 petitions of the Human Sexuality legislation 
passed at General Conference remain unconstitutional. The court upheld sections of the law that include prohibitions deal-
ing with consecrating LGBTQ bishops or ordaining gay clergy, as well petitions setting timelines and requirements on just 
resolutions. The court also upheld mandatory minimum penalties and language defining a “practicing homosexual.”   
 In a separate ruling, legislation to provide an exit strategy for local churches wishing to leave the denomination due 
to reasons related to church law on sexuality meets three minimum requirements and thus is constitutional “when taken 
together with the consent of the annual conference.”   This limited disaffiliation option requires: 
 -Approval of the disaffiliation resolution by a two-thirds majority of the professing members of the local church pre-
sent and voting at the church conference. 
 -Establishment of the terms and conditions, including the effective date, of the agreement between the annual con-
ference and the exiting local church by the conference board of trustees in accordance with applicable laws. 
 -Ratification of the agreement by a simple majority of the members of the annual conference present and voting. 
 
What does this mean:  More detailed language and strict enforcement prohibiting LGBTQ weddings and ordinations will be 
included in our Book of Discipline in 2020.  However, the issue rages on and few people from any viewpoint are content.  It 
will likely be hashed out again at the 2020 Conference and many are already suggesting a church-split is still likely among 
westernized countries and those considered more “progressive.”  While it is not an insignificant issue, we will likely contin-
ue to misplace our energies and steal the focus away from hurting mission and ministry needs of our local communities 
and world.  The best I know to do is be the church right where we are  - Micah 6:8. 
  
For a full breakdown of the petitions, see - https://www.umnews.org/en/news/court-oks-part-of-traditional-plan-exit-plan.   

  
Below is a response from our Homecoming preacher & DS Angela Pleasants:  
 
 I have remained silent on social media and throughout the district about the results of the General Conference. 
But, in my silence, I have been observing, listening, and reading postings about personal views. I have listened 
in on conversations and from time to time will say a few general words on the topic. After reading postings, 
watching videos and listening in on conversations, I will share these musings with you. 
  
I have been silent because my heart has been grieved to hear the adjectives that have been applied to our 
brothers and sisters on various sides of the aisle. 
  
In life when decisions are made and if it does not line up with how we wish things to be our emotions are raw. 
We are human; it will happen. We are emotional beings. When the waters are calm, rational mind tells us not to 
make knee-jerk decisions but reason together. When the waters are troubled, it is hard to remember our logical 
human brain, and sometimes our words and decisions are made from our emotions that have hijacked our re-
sponse. 
  
Another area we often allow to hijack our response is our filter. We all have our filters of how we view the other. 
Our filters may be based upon someone’s race, socio-economic status, education, gender, ethnicity, religion, 
etc. What is your filter in how you view others? 
  
The task is to view others without allowing our filters to draw judgments. When we allow our filters to conclude 
before we talk to each other, we will make broad statements that may not apply to that person or the majority. 
When we look through our filters, we distort what the person says and believe to fit our preconceived notions. 
  
What can we try? On one side of the aisle, we can try to put ourselves in the others shoes. Imagine their anger 
and frustration. In that person’s shoes ask, “Why am I feeling this way? Why am I frustrated? Why am I angry? 
Why am I writing these things about people I have known for a long time? Do I really believe what I am writing?” 
  
On another side, instead of saying, “This group is adding on more rules. They are exclusionist.” Step into that 
person or groups shoes. That person does not see it as adding on more rules, but as one who is truly trying to 
be faithful to their faith. Not meaning to harm, but hoping to be faithful. 
  
We do not learn these things when we react through our filters or when we have moved from stress to distress 
and allow our distress to control. It begins when we can dissipate our judgments of people based on our filters. 
Begin to view each person as essential to the workings of life. I know this will not answer many of our questions 
as to what to do next, but it can begin to get us talking to each other and not at each other on social media post.  



May 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 
 

17 18 

19 20 21 22  23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 
 

30 31  

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6:15 pm  Praise 
Team 
6:30 pm  Confirm 
7 pm Choir  

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6:15 pm  Praise 
Team 
6:30 pm  Confirm 
7 pm Choir  

 
 

 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
2– 4 FH Reserved 
 
 
 

12:30pm Staff 
meeting 
7 pm Neighborhood 
Outreach meeting 

10 am Lois Velna 
(FH) 

11 am  
Christ Bread (FH) 
 

 
 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl (Ed Bldg) 
 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 
 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 

 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Homecoming 
11:45 Covered Dish 
Lunch 
4 pm Church Council 
(Parlor) 
 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6:15 pm  Praise Team 
6:30 pm  Confirm 
7 pm Choir 
 

9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

 

 
10-3pm Card 
Class (FH) 
  

7 pm UMW 
Meetings (homes) 
 
 

3:30pm BUCM 
meal 
 

6 pm Movie 
Night  (FH) 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
1:30pm  Visit Shut-ins 
7 pm Choir  

 
Graduate Recognition 
Sunday 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

FH Reserved  

 
 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl  (Ed Bldg) 

May 3-5- Confirmation  Retreat (LJA) 

10:30am Bible Study 
(Yth Rm) 
6:15 pm  Praise Team 
6:30 pm  Confirm 
7 pm Choir 
 

2-4 pm Grad-
uation recep-
tion honoring, 

 

Catherine and 
Carrigan Caus-
by 

Sanctuary 
Reserved  


