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Salem Scoop
NOTES FROM NORM
At sunrise on Easter Sunday last month, I scrapped my written remarks opting for something amazingly simple.
“Why are you standing around here? He isn’t here. He is risen! Go ahead, get out of here! He’s been set loose in the
world. He’s gone ahead of us to Galilee. If you want to find evidence of the risen Christ, get going. And then come
back next week to share and celebrate where resurrection showed up in your life. Go! Get out of here! He’s not here.
He is risen!” Or, at least, it was something along those lines. It was the shortest homily ever for me. What came next
was delightful.
As we walked back from the hillside to the fellowship hall for breakfast, two elementary age kids and their
grandpa were ahead of me. The kids were skipping and laughing and tugging on each other. “That’s hilarious,” one
said. “Get out of here! Go! He’s not here!,” he said laughingly. “Where did he get that?”
“From the Bible,” his grandpa said matter-of-factly. “Go ahead, get out of here!” they laughed as the boys ran on ahead.
For me, it was a priceless moment. Apparently the message reached someone that morning. I hope God was smiling. I
know I was. But, that was not the end of the Easter affirmation.
Later, during Easter worship at SUMC, I read an obscure children’s story with as much energy and enthusiasm
as I could muster. The point being that, as with the Easter story, when we hear a remarkable story which delights and
excites us, the genuinely appropriate response is like that of our children. “Tell it again, daddy! Tell it again!” After
reading the Easter Gospel and ending with the refrain “the word of God, for the people of God,” I invited everyone to
respond with “tell it again, tell it again.” What came later was delightful. During the closing benediction on the front
steps of the sanctuary, as we proclaimed again “Christ is risen indeed,” a young-at-heart kid named Charles exclaimed
aloud: “Tell it again!” Priceless. Apparently the message reached someone that morning. I hope God was smiling. I
know I was. But that was not the end of the Easter affirmation.
As we enter a new month, you might be tempted to think that Easter is over and done. It isn’t. Not in the
Church calendar and not in our lives. In the Church’s calendar, Easter continues for 50 days and every Sunday is a little
Easter. The amazing thing about Easter is its power is unleashed every day of our lives. God has rewritten all of our
stories. It’s the most amazing and remarkable thing that could ever happen to any one of us. Go ahead, get out of here
and tell it again! Expect to find resurrection wherever you are and tell it again with your lives. How will you tell it
again this week? And the next?
This is not the end of Easter. It’s just the beginning. Thanks be to God! Alleluia!
Pastor Norm

RESURRECTION EVIDENCE…

During leave you recently welcomed Wake Forest Seminary student Brother John Monroe to our pulpit. I’m thankful to
WFU for their program connecting students with congregations for worship experiences in the field. Only after securing John did I
learn about what a significant growth opportunity this was for our congregation. Apparently, we have never had an AfricanAmerican pastor to preach at Salem and the community hasn’t always been as inclusive as we might
hope. Little did I know, God was not only blessing me with time away, but was continuing to stretch us
in Christian love. But, it gets better. Not only did God use John, God was using you. Apparently,
Brother John was going through a valley himself when he received the call about preaching at Salem.
He was discouraged on a number of fronts but he accepted anyway because, like most seminary students, he needed any income available. After 3 Sundays, he was amazed about how lovingly embraced
he was welcomed by you. After receiving a special clergy cross from me and being prayed over by the
congregation his last Sunday, John was almost in tears of joy. Through you, God was renewing and
encouraging his call to ministry. With folks arguing over who would get to take him to lunch, he said
he’d never felt so loved and accepted. Thanks be to God! Tell it again Lord, tell it again!
PS- If you would like to write John or send more encouragement his way you may email him at monrja16@wfu.edu or 2700 Reynolda Rd Apt 1406 Winston Salem, NC. 27106
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All youth 6th-12th grade are invited to join us!

Family / Kids Movie
Night

5/6 Yth Parent meeting (parlor) 5 pm
5/13 No Youth Mother’s Day
5/20 - TBA

May 25, 6 pm
(Dinner, popcorn & movie)

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED!
We’ve seen first-hand the blessing of hosting an exchange student. In August, teens from
Europe, Asia, and Latin America will once again be arriving in the U.S. to enroll in local high schools for a
language and cultural immersion experience. Volunteer families are wanted, with or without children, to
provide a caring environment for them to learn about American life. Students speak English, are covered
by medical insurance, and have adequate spending money for personal expenses. To learn more about how
you can help facilitate cultural awareness, please call Jennifer Bolt at 704-490-8517 or visit www.sharenortheast.org.

Here we grow again…

On March 24, at 8:31am we
welcomed another member to the Jones
family. Sophia Sommer (zom-mer)
Jones weighed 8lbs 10oz and 22 inches.
When the Hebrew Bible was translated
into Greek, the word for wisdom was
translated to the Greek sophia. Sommer
is the last name of our German student
last semester and means “summer.”
Sommer also has Danish roots and
Kathryn and I met during a mission in
Scandinavia.
A month later, Sophia’s become the
most popular member at our house and
continues to grow by leaps and bounds.
We are so grateful for the outpouring of love, prayers, and well
wishes from our SUMC family. Thank you for helping Sophia experience God’s love already at such an early age.

SUMMER CAMP
SCHOLARSHIPS!
Summer camp scholarships are available for kids ages 714 to attend a week of camp at Tekoa Foothills or Camp
Tekoa. Thanks to a trust established by the trustees of
Camp McCall after McCall closed, any of our elementary kids or middle school youth may attend camp for
only $150. (Normal camp weeks cost between $540$695).
In addition, Salem UMC will pay an additional
$75 for the first 3 kids who contact our church office to
register. To view camp weeks and offerings visit
www.camptekoa.org & www.tekoafoothills.org . Register ASAP. (828)-433-6600

Join us for Graduate
Recognition
Sunday, May 20

(Please contact church office with
names of any additional graduates to recognize ASAP).

Salem KIDS enjoy a Good Friday Easter Egg Hunt at the Shuping home.

Weekly/Monthly Happenings at Salem
The Remnant
This Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 6
pm in the Parlor.
Everyone is welcome.

Deeper Water Bible Study
Meets Wed. at 10 :30am in youth
room. All are welcome!

Prayer Shawls are tangible reminders of God's love, comfort, and peace.
The group meets Monday from 10 - 11:30am All are welcome.

If you know who needs a shawl contact Barbara Harbour or Margaret Carswell

Sundays 5-7 pm

Burke United Christian Ministries

Christ Bread

Join us 1st Tuesday of each month at 3:30pm as we
serve dinner at BUCM. 1st Sundays of each
month we encourage you to bring food for their
pantry. (305 West Union St.) www.bucm.net

A monthly program for all retirees and older adults.
Sheriff Steve Whisenant will be guest speaker for Christ
Bread May 22 11am in the fellowship hall.

Mom’s
Time

Grades 6th-12th

Mom's Coffee time will meet
May 4 fr om 8:30-10am in the
Youth room for moms with young
children not yet in school.

Looking for Church History
In trying to preserve our church history, we are looking
for pictures or newspaper clippings of the church regardless of the date. If you have any pictures or clippings that
you would be willing to donate to this effort, please date
them and identify as much information as you have
about them, including the names of the people in the
pictures. Anything that shows our history would be appreciated. Please contact Edith Dale (437-5958) or Doris
Ingram (433-7091)

UMW meet first Thursdays of
each month.
May 3 at 7 pm

Cora Ora in the home of Jane Stroup
Sadie Rosemary unknown
Mary Alice in the home of Sherry Senter
Lois Velna– Meets 3rd Tuesdays in the FH at 10 am

Our Financial Stewardship:
Thru April 27 2018
Budgeted Need: $74,714.33
Total Received for Budget: $69,895.00
Ministry Expenses to Date: $63,155.39
Other Ministry Gifts Received to Date:
Backpack Ministry: $955.00
Building Fund: $4,090.00
Cemetery: $65.00
Youth Fund: $1,205.00

FPU: Financial Peace
University

Gifts given in Honor or Memory (April)

A Financial Peace class
will be starting up at the
end of May at Abernethy
Memorial UMC

Willie & Steve Propst by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst &
Cary Clark
Bill & Doris Roper by Denise Roper
Joe Harbour by Bruce & Kay Pollard
Joe Harbour by Mary Ann Propst, Lisa Propst, &
Cary Clark
Joe Harbour by Mrs. Sexton Dale
Eugene & Mary Dale by David & Janette Dale & David Allen

If anyone is interested in taking a class or talking to me one on
one for financial coaching or getting out of debt, please feel
free to contact Zachary Cagle at either church. Salem (828)
433-6600 or Abernethy Memorial (828)879-8894.

Honor of Lindsay Robertson by Mark & Sharon Robertson

BE IN MISSION
Our United Methodist Women Mission focus for this month is OPTIONS (our local domestic abuse agency).
Requested items are: cleaning supplies- liquid disinfectants & disinfectant wipes, paper items- paper towels, toilet paper, feminine hygiene items, personal care items- hair conditioner, body wash & hair spray.
These items will be collected in a plastic bin in the hall behind sanctuary until Sunday May 13 (Mother's
Day)
www.optionsburkecounty.org

Dear Lord, hear our prayers….

Prayers & Concerns: Thomas Ayers, Seth Loven, Victor Nogales, Alex
Austin, Scott Burnette , Tonya Brown, Sexton Dale, Doris M. Garrison,
Virginia Robinson, James Carswell, Denver Hensley
Homebound: Millie Avery, Mildred Mull, Mary Wilson,
Jean Jarrell, Charles & Leota Garrison, Mary Ellen Nelson
Nursing Home Residents:
~Grace Heights– Mable Hoke
~Autumn Care– Joe Carver
~College Pines– Elsie Roper, Avis Williams
~The Brian Center of Spruce Pine– Helen McGee
~Hope Ridge Family Care– Nell Causby
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Cary Clark
Jason Dale
Charlie Bender
Kaitlin Autrey
Courtney Gross Hampton, Avalon Smith
Gracie Call
Charles Garrison, Nell Causby,
Tim Keller
Lonna Wilson, Dian Goodnight
Maddox Huffman
Mickie Henry
Hannah McCurry, Betty Jean Kincaid
Eric Woody, Tori Cole
Emily Williams
Lisa Propst, Joe Woody, Lisa Moir
Annie Hensley
Nona Ann Faris, Dillon Hart
Barbara Lowe,
Ethan Pons
Jacob Call

ANNIVERSARIES
MAY
6
Alan & Barbara Schneider
10
Marcia & Jerry McCall
20
Jack & Rita Russ
20
Jerry & Laqueta Carroll
24
Randy & Janet Davis
30
Garland & Billie Ross

CHURCH STAFF
Norm Jones, Jr.—Pastor (rev.norm@alumni.duke.edu)
Virginia Robinson, Dir. of Music (robinsonva62@gmail.com)
Sue Bunch, Pianist (s_bunch@att.net)
Zachary Cagle, Office Admin. (salemumchurch@ymail.com)
Kathryn Jones– Children & Youth (kbjones549@gmail.com)

Servant Leaders for May

Acolytes:
6– Ava Hensley
13 – Brady Keller
20– jaxon Penny
27– Conner Wellman
Usher Captains:
6 - Dylan Carswell
13 - Dobie Kelly
20- Bruce Pollard
27 - Tim Keller
Reader for 11 am
6 – Kacey Hensley
13 - Rita Bowman
20 - Jodie Brown
27 – Dobie Kelly

Nursery
6 - 10 am– Kacey Hensley & Amy Causby
11 am– Edith Dale & Rebecca Shuping
13 - 10 am— Carrie Williams & Angie Dotson
11 am– Joyce Gibson & Brenna Call
20- 10 am— Laura Autry & Kacey Hensley
11 am - Liz Smith & Joann Byrd
27- 10 am— Melissa Causby & Marilyn David
11 am– Kathryn Jones & Nikki Carswell
Early Elem
6 - Holly Keller
13 - Angie / Carrie
20 - Margaret Carswell
27 - Kacey Hensley

A BIG, heartfelt thank you to the following families for
the delicious meals you provided for our family as we
welcomed home our new daughter Sophia: Dian Goodnight, Doris Ingram, Melissa Causby, Joyce Gibson, Rebecca Shuping, Janet and Larry Koon, Kacey Hensley,
Sue Bunch, Sara Pons, Joyanne Benfield, Amy Causby,
and Holly and Tim Keller.
With thanksgiving, The Jones family
Thank you Salem UMC for providing a meal for our
monthly Girl Scout Meeting in March. We all enjoyed
the chicken pie, green beans, potatoes, and desserts. Thank you for the ways you support our troop and
provide a space for us to meet.
With thanks, Girl Scout Troop 2241.
Thank you to Rebecca and Todd Shuping for hosting our
Easter Egg Hunt again this year. Everyone had a great
time of fun and fellowship together.
Thank you to all who donated books and magazines for
the VA hospital.—Keith Ollis.

May 2018
Sun
NO 9am worship

Mon

29

11am - Riddle Center Choir

Tue

Wed

30

1
3:30pm BUCM
meal
6pm Praise Team

10am Prayer
Shawl (Ed Bldg)

5 pm Yth Parent
meeting (Parlor)

6
Confirm Class @
LJA

7
10 am Prayer
Shawl (Ed Bldg)

13

14
10 am Prayer
Shawl (Ed Bldg)

5 pm No Youth

20
9 and 11 am
Graduate Sunday

21
10 am Prayer
Shawl (Ed Bldg)
7 pm VBS Planning Mtg (Parlor)

27
11 am Homecoming
Sunday!
(no 9am worship)
12:15pm Covered
Dich Lunch

28
10 am Prayer
Shawl (Ed Bldg)

8
6pm Praise Team

15
10 am Louis Velna
6pm Praise Team

22
11 am
Christ Bread (FH)
6pm Praise Team

29

Thu

2

10:30am Bible Study
(Yth Rm)
6 pm Bible Study
(Parlor)
7 pm Prayer (Parlor)
7:15 pm Choir

9

Fri

3
7 pm UMW
Meetings (homes)

Sat

4

5
Confirm Class
@ LJA

8:30—10 am
Mom’s Coffee
Time
Confirm Class @
LJA

10

11

12

17

18

19

25

26

1

2

10:30am Bible Study
(Yth Rm)
6 pm Bible Study
(Parlor)
7 pm Prayer (Parlor)
7:15 pm Choir

16
10:30am Bible Study
(Yth Rm)
6pm Bible Study
(parlor)
7 pm Prayer (Parlor)
7:15 pm Choir

23

9-3pm Card Class
(FH)

24

10:30 am Bible Study
(Yth Rm)
6 pm Bible Study
(Parlor)
7 pm Prayer
7:15 pm Choir

30

6 pm Kids
Movie Night

31

Bind us together

Our UMC is currently discerning a way forward concerning issues of human sexuality and schism. Recently, I came across a
reflection by Uiyeon Kim which I felt worth sharing with you because it seems to offer something beyond all sides. Uiyeon and I were
classmates and basketball buds at Duke. May God indeed bind us all together. ~ nj

Our town nestles at the foot of the beautiful Appalachian Mountains in western North Carolina and is populated mostly
by blue-collar working-class families who used to be employed by the furniture factories all around this county.
Approximately ninety-four worshipers gather every Sunday at Trinity UMC, with the median age exceeding sixty-five
years. Most of the members grew up in our church with their parents and their grandparents attending with them. This
means that, for the majority of weekly worshipers, our church represents holy ground full of treasured memories of God,
family, and friends stretching over multiple generations. After nearly five years as pastor here, I have come to appreciate
and celebrate the unique and wonderful heritage. It is a place of beautiful complexity and surprising diversity in ways
that cannot be noticed at first glance.
Indeed, our God continuously amazes us with serendipitous gatherings where unsuspecting people and unexpected
circumstances collide with one another to bring about something new, wonderful, and faithful. I am a living witness to such wondrous ways of God. How else can one possibly explain the union of someone like me, a firstgeneration Korean immigrant from Seoul, South Korea (population 51 million), and the church that I serve here and now
in a small town (population 18,000) in western North Carolina? I imagine that many might label me as a youthful progressive while perceiving our community as rural conservative.
Those from the outside looking into our little world might see very few commonalities or sustaining mutuality. When I first
arrived, I thought I was sent to our church because they needed me to revive them—not knowing then just how desperately I needed them to save me. But I see now that I am without a doubt a more faithful pastor, husband, father, and
friend than I was five years ago because of the sharing and the receiving of grace, mercy, and love through the life of
our church. I often tell my parishioners that they gained ears to hear my words just as I gained a voice to speak
their words, rooted in the land and in the body of Christ.
Today, I cannot imagine all of me without all of those in my church and community. Thus, the story of my Christian journey would be made incomprehensible without all of their stories, and this makes me think that if we, The United Methodist Church, should choose to go our separate ways due to the divisive conversation surrounding human sexuality, would
a pastor like me ever be appointed to a church like I currently serve?
In Ruth chapter one, we witness the unshakable covenantal language shared between Ruth, the Moabite, and Naomi,
the Jew.
[Naomi] said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” But
Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I
will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die—there will I be buried.” (Ruth 1:15-17, NRSV)
In so many ways, it makes good sense for Ruth and Naomi to amicably separate. It is biblically supported and personally beneficial. But they commit themselves to a sense of mutual fate. Many years later, Martin Luther King, Jr., in his
1963 “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” would echo such truth about our shared vocation, saying that “we are caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.”
In walking away from one another, our past history, present reality, and future destiny will be rendered unintelligible to us and to the world that desperately needs our witness of unity. So let us come together, stay together,
and may our Lord bind us together.
~ Uiyeon Kim

Homecoming Sunday
May 27 - 11 am Worship
Covered Dish Lunch -12:15pm
Rev. David Brady of Providence UMC Forest City returns
to bring the message. Bring a
covered dish to share for lunch
and celebrate together around
the table.

SPRC NEWS
We are pleased to share with
you the Bishop & Cabinet of
the WNCC of the UMC have
notified us that Pastor Norm
will be appointed to Salem UMC for a third year beginning July 1. They believe this to be a favorable match
in reviewing appointments to match the missional needs
and gifts of each community. We look forward to sharing together in ministry for another year!

